U.S. Government-sponsored Torture and the Re-emergence of the COINTELPRO Program Targeting Domestic Political Dissent 

Elements of the U.S. Government seem to be operating an illegal torture program against U.S. citizens, even U.S. Government officials.  This program is used as part of an “aggressive” counterintelligence program, dubbed “COINTELPRO 2.0”, to suppress political dissent, in the guise of guarding against “insider threats” to U.S. national security.  This program “investigates” and punishes dissenters, critics, whistle-blowers, and other targeted individuals and groups suspected of disloyalty or opposition to the Government, current policy or programs, U.S. security agencies, or even their targeting agents and contractors.  It employs techniques for political suppression developed by the East German secret police under Soviet occupation, torture methods used against U.S. prisoners of war in East Asia, South America, and the “War on Terror”, ongoing scientific research on torture, advanced surveillance technology, and the control over communications made possible by modern information technology (IT).  Individuals can be targeted for investigation and abuse (“disruption”), including so-called “no-touch torture”, based only on “reasonable suspicion” of a targeting agent, without due process, probable cause, charge, arrest, or conviction.  No-touch torture is also misleadingly called “psychological torture” since it causes physical harm as well as mental pain and suffering.

COINTELPRO, originally a military program intended to protect troops in wartime from spies and saboteurs, evolved into a domestic program used against actual and suspected “enemies, including dissent, mostly Democratic and liberal political activists, and the dirty tricks operation against President Nixon's political “enemies”, leading to Watergate.  The original COINTELPRO (a portmanteau from COunter INTELligence PROgram) was “a series of clandestine, and often illegal projects conducted by the FBI aimed at surveilling, infiltrating, discrediting, and disrupting American dissenters, including political organizations”, almost all of which were liberal.  “The FBI targeted groups and individuals that the FBI deemed “subversive” including anti-Vietnam War organizers, activists of the Civil Rights Movement or Black Power Movement (including Martin Luther King, Jr.), feminist organizations, independence movements (such as Puerto Rican independence movement) and a variety of organizations that were part of the broader New Left.  FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover issued directives governing COINTELPRO, ordering FBI agents to "expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize" the activities of these movements and especially their leaders.” (5) “Disrupt” is a benign sounding term for abuse and torture, aimed at reducing the target's capacity to function, disrupting their lives.

Torture is nearly universally unacceptable, especially in advanced democracies, which is why torture is conducted in secret by those governments.  International law, treaties, and moral and religious systems all condemn torture.  Advanced democracies, foremost among them the United States, have extensive laws, customs, social institutions, and international obligations prohibiting extrajudicial state violence, especially torture; U.S. foreign policy soft power relies on the moral authority of our values and actions as a force co-equal with our military power.  Military leaders in the U.S. are also against torture because it puts our own troops in danger and sets a dangerous precedent.  Finally, experienced interrogators say torture is unnecessary and it does not work, as it yields false information, destroys trust, and damages the torturers as well as their targets; torture damages the legal, moral, and psychological capacity of those who brutally, intentionally harm others.  Often the real reasons for using torture are sadistic, not to get information but punishment, revenge, and domination.


Advances in technology make it possible to conduct torture of targeted individuals outside of the controlled environment of a detention facility.  Modern torture methods are more sophisticated, but no less damaging, and morally and legally unjustified, than less “advanced” methods.  Scientific research (1) into torture, developed in the last 25 years to treat torture survivors, or train soldiers to resist it, has identified four most traumatic elements of torture that produce severe Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD):

· incomprehensibility (confusing, shocking, disorienting treatment)

· inescapable physical and psychological suffering (unrelenting pain, fear, terror, horror, loss)

· unpredictably and uncertainty (stress, fear, and anxiety over time)

· rupture of social bonds, isolation

Hands-off, so-called “no touch” torture was pioneered by the East German Stasi (called Zersetzung, “corrosion”) to avoid the political embarrassment of using “traditional” torture in the modern developed world.  No-touch torture employs these same four elements and leaves little forensic evidence of abuse.  Sleep deprivation and stress (2), harassment, death threats, unrelenting and confusing hostility by strangers and co-workers and other provocation, stalking, break-ins, property damage and vandalism, auto accidents, poisoning, use of so-called chemical and biological “restraining” agents, false charges and arrest, medical, financial, and legal problems, denial of medical care and legal representation, loud noise, sonic and other EM attacks, social isolation due to slander and infiltration of family and social networks, etc., over months to years, can produce the same severe effects as torture in detention, or worse: traumatic injury, chronic illness and pain, and PTSD.  Advances in surveillance technology, control over communication, and laws put in place post 9/11 intended to be used against terrorists make “no-touch” torture more brutally effective while generating less forensic evidence.  


The same scientific research used to develop torture programs used against suspected and actual terrorists in detention facilities by the CIA and Department of Defense (DOD) seem in use to improve “no-touch” torture used in COINTELPRO 2.0, likely operated by the FBI and Department of Justice, in cooperation with the CIA and local law enforcement, including confidential informants, through the “fusion centers” created post 9/11 to combat international terrorism.  Medical research into stress, sleep deprivation, chronic illness, pain, chemical and biological “restraining” agents, social isolation and control, etc. by the CIA/OTS and CIA/OMS, the DOD Navy SERE program, and their contractors, among others (4), is used in domestic torture programs despite contravening law, opposition by the U.S. military command, current and past Presidents (President Trump seems to have changed his position), Congress, civil society, and public opinion.  Deliberately causing severe chronic illnesses is undeniably the infliction of “severe physical or mental suffering”, the legal definition of torture (see tab).  Using medical professionals to research torture and act as torturers is worse than torture.


The Senate Church Committee investigated COINTELPRO and illegal CIA domestic operations in 1975 after the death of Hoover and Nixon's resignation; the discredited illegal program was supposed to have been disbanded.  It appears that laws, policies, and funds intended to combat international terrorism have allowed it to re-emerge.  Fortified by torture, the program seems once again in use in a partisan manner against political “enemies” of the security establishment, such as critics, whistle-blowers, and members of the media, as well as against protesters from Black Lives Matter, Standing Rock, and Occupy Wall Street.  At the same time Russian and Chinese infiltration of U.S. and its allies' politics, economies, and media—truly legitimate targets for counterintelligence protection--enjoyed much success, while funding was cut to monitor neo-Nazi and white supremacist groups, leading to their resurgence and political revival.
____________________________________________________________
1. Torture and Its Consequences, Besoglu, 1992 reissued 2007

2. Sleep deprivation should not be viewed as a mild form of abuse, especially over a long period.  Mitchell and Jessen, the DoD/CIA torture psychologists said they could run a torture program using only sleep deprivation plus another violent technique (“walling”-pushing the victim repeatedly into a plywood wall).  The infliction of severe chronic illness on a target is the very definition of torture, “the intentional infliction or threatened infliction of severe physical pain or suffering”.  Recent medical research shows chronic stress and sleep deprivation can lead to heart disease, diabetes, autoimmune disorders, chronic pain, and PTSD can cause depression, violence, addiction, and suicide.  These chronic illnesses can also dramatically shorten the lifespan of the victim;  Chronic illness provides the forensic cover for assassination: heart attack, respiratory arrest, stroke, suicide, overdose, accident, “death by cop”….
3.  Civil lawsuit testimony of CIA contractors Navy SERE psychologists Mitchell and Jessen especially CIA response to DoJ/OPR 7-29-2009.
4.  Senate Report on Torture, 2014

5. From Wikipedia, “according to attorney Brian Glick in his book War at Home, the FBI used four main methods during COINTELPRO:

1. Infiltration: Agents and informers did not merely spy on political activists. Their main purpose was to discredit and disrupt. Their very presence served to undermine trust and scare off potential supporters. The FBI and police exploited this fear to smear genuine activists as agents.

2. Psychological warfare: The FBI and police used myriad "dirty tricks" to undermine progressive movements. They planted false media stories and published bogus leaflets and other publications in the name of targeted groups. They forged correspondence, sent anonymous letters, and made anonymous telephone calls. They spread misinformation about meetings and events, set up pseudo movement groups run by government agents, and manipulated or strong-armed parents, employers, landlords, school officials and others to cause trouble for activists. They used bad-jacketing to create suspicion about targeted activists, sometimes with lethal consequences.[43]
3. Harassment via the legal system: The FBI and police abused the legal system to harass dissidents and make them appear to be criminals. Officers of the law gave perjured testimony and presented fabricated evidence as a pretext for false arrests and wrongful imprisonment. They discriminatorily enforced tax laws and other government regulations and used conspicuous surveillance, "investigative" interviews, and grand jury subpoenas in an effort to intimidate activists and silence their supporters.[41]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COINTELPRO" \l "cite_note-44"
[44]

4. Illegal force: The FBI conspired with local police departments to threaten dissidents; to conduct illegal break-ins in order to search dissident homes; and to commit vandalism, assaults, beatings and assassinations.[41] The object was to frighten or eliminate dissidents and disrupt their movements.”

TAB: Legal Definitions of Torture    

18 U.S. Code § 2340 - Definitions

Current through Pub. L. 114-38. (See Public Laws for the current Congress.)

As used in this chapter—

(1) “torture” means an act committed by a person acting under the color of law specifically intended to inflict severe physical or mental pain or suffering (other than pain or suffering incidental to lawful sanctions) upon another person within his custody or physical control;

(2)“severe mental pain or suffering” means the prolonged mental harm caused by or resulting from—

(A)

the intentional infliction or threatened infliction of severe physical pain or suffering;

(B)

the administration or application, or threatened administration or application, of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or the personality;

(C)

the threat of imminent death; or

(D)

the threat that another person will imminently be subjected to death, severe physical pain or suffering, or the administration or application of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or personality; and

(3)

“United States” means the several States of the United States, the District of Columbia, and the commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States.

(Added Pub. L. 103–236, title V, § 506(a), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 463; amended Pub. L. 103–415, § 1(k), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4301; Pub. L. 103–429, § 2(2), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4377; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, § 1089, Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2067.)

_______________________________________________________________________

U.N. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (commonly known as the United Nations Convention against Torture
For the purpose of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him, or a third person, information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in, or incidental to, lawful sanctions.

Torture Technique from DOD Navy SERE Program (from Chinese and Vietnamese torture of U.S. POWs) and Their COINTELPRO 2.0 “No-touch” Torture Equivalent in Parenthesis:

· Physical pain through hitting, stress positions (pain from poisoning, illness, chronic sleep deprivation)

· Shaming, humiliation (kompromat, “announced” surveillance in bathroom, bedroom)

· Threats against family, friends (threats against family, friends)

· Social isolation, rupture of social bonds (social isolation, rupture of social bonds through intimidation, slander, recruitment as informants)

· Ridicule of religion, core values, culture (stalking in church and ridicule of religion, intentionally defying legal and Constitutional principles, abuse obvious to target but leaves no forensic evidence, mocking and preventing attempts to seek legal or administrative protection, medical care)

· Sleep deprivation (sleep deprivation from noise, vibrations, physical and environmental control)

· Waterboarding (smothering using C-pap machine for induced sleep apnea, respiratory illnesses)

· Simulated funeral, mock execution (death threats, medical scares e.g. cancer, severe chronic illnesses caused by stress and sleep deprivation, poisoning)

· Loud noises, stress inducing and disorienting environment (same)

· Excessive heat, cold (sabotage of environmental controls, plumbing, fever from illnesses induced by “restraining agents”)

· (financial damage, property damage, loss of job, blacklisting, false charges, false diagnosis etc.)

What is Psychological Torture?  Chapter One, The Trauma Of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press 2008 (adapted)  (“Psychological torture” is misleading; many of these are physical, also mental).

Prolonged Isolation

Sleep Deprivation

Severe Sexual and Cultural Humiliation

Use of Threats including death threats, threats against family

Deception

Environmental Manipulation (noise, heating and cooling, smells, tampering with food, medicine, etc)

Invading physical space, hostility, yelling, insulting

Fear up, Fear down (manipulating fear and anxiety)

Pride and Ego up, Pride and Ego down (manipulating the ego of the target)

Omnipotence, “We know all” (demonstrations of omnipotence by revealing private information, obvious stalking and surveillance, false stories of “mind control” technology, etc. see Gaslighting)

Use of phobias to increase stress

Gaslighting (attempting to convincing target or others they are crazy)

Degradation

Monopolization of Attention

Induced Debilitation and Exhaustion (restriction of light, activity, air, clean food, sanitary conditions)

Restraining Agents (use of “non-lethal” biologicals and chemicals, etc.) pharmacological manipulation

Control of Information (limited access to information, medical treatment, lawyers)

Sensory and Temporal Disorientation, deprivation, overload, assault, manipulation, loud noise)

Punishment and Reward

Enforcing Trivial and Absurd Demands

Induced Desperation (indefinite harassment, sense of guilt, painful physical circumstances, illness)
