Complaint to the International Criminal Court (ICC) on the Systematic Use of Torture in the United States by the U.S. Federal Government 
· There is enough information in credible, open source reporting by United States (U.S.) and international media, including interviews with responsible officers at the top of the chain of command, and official documents to establish the basis for a preliminary examination or the Afghanistan investigation, that the United States is committing crimes against humanity, specifically torture, in sustained, scientifically researched and tested programs against perceived enemies, subversives, political opponents, threats to national security and national interests, and even for social control against dissent and opponents of “current policy, programs, agents, and contractors”.  These torture programs include counter-insurgency, counter-terrorism, counterintelligence, community ex-ante policing/”stop and frisk”, federal, state, and private prisons, immigrant detention, and domestic counter-threat operations including partisan political operations against the Left, and against First Amendment-protected free expression in the name of “social control and stability”.

· My own written statement of cruel and inhumane treatment, and torture is included, along with my sworn video testimony using the Istanbul Protocol.  I was recently forced to take early retirement as a U.S, foreign service officer after years of increasing abuse under the “aggressive counterintelligence” program of  the State Department Diplomatic Security, CIA, and FBI, for expressing my beliefs on ending torture and impunity for torturers (which are the same views as a majority of Americans).  Much of the torture I endured was committed outside the U.S., in countries such as the United Kingdom, Ireland, India, Madagascar, Pakistan, Singapore, and Switzerland while I served as a U.S. Diplomat.  These countries are Parties to the International Criminal Court.  I have exhausted legal remedies in the United States without justice.

· Statements of other tortured individuals are available which corroborate the widespread, systematic use of torture by the United States, and its allies who are Party States.

· The FBI claims world-wide jurisdiction in its national security role as an intelligence agency, including, presumably, torture operations.  FBI agents admit to being present for torture in CIA torture prisons, and in military torture prisons in Afghanistan, Iraq, Cuba, and other Party nations.  The U.S. seems to be using facilities outside the country and international allies and contractors to defeat legal accountability as well.

· The ICC must investigate because the U.S. defacto policy is impunity for torturers.  The U.S. has withdrawn from its international legal commitments and made threats against the ICC.  The Government is destroying evidence. War criminals and suspects are being pardoned, and re-employed in high office.  Government propaganda and disinformation operations seem to be operating to change public opinion about torture and torturers, as well as to hide or distort the truth about these unconstitutional, illegal, and immoral programs.

U.S. President Barack Obama admitted in 2014 the U.S. Government used torture, “We tortured some folks.”
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/aug/02/cia-tortured-some-folks-admits-barack-obama-video
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/01/obama-cia-torture-some-folks-brennan-spying
Obama pardons torturers, including murderers.  https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/aug/31/obama-justice-department-immunity-bush-cia-torturer
U.S. President George W. Bush admits he authorized waterboarding (simulated drowning) and other torture. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CYqZ5XR3Hs
http://www.allgov.com/news/top-stories/bush-admits-to-breaking-us-anti-torture-lawbut-no-prosecution-planned?news=841740 
Pretext for War with Iraq
Evidence has also emerged that he and Vice President Dick Cheney had decided to go to war against Iraq on a pretext before 9/11, and perhaps even before they were elected to office.  If so this would constitute additional evidence of war crime(s) as well as crimes against humanity.
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/12/leadup-iraq-war-timeline/
“American policymakers in both parties agreed on the need for regime change in Baghdad in 1998, when Congress passed the Iraq Liberation Act and President Bill Clinton signed it into law. The policy took priority after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, as Cheney maintained that the U.S. should launch a preemptive strike on an aggressive dictator who was thought to possess weapons of mass destruction. Even Cheney struggled to make the argument for the conflict, though, according to [author James] Mann.” Journalist Joel Gerhke, reviewing James Mann’s new book, The Great Rift
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense-national-security/it-wouldnt-have-worked-colin-powell-balked-at-telling-george-w-bush-not-to-invade-iraq
“President Bush was clearly aware that he might be violating the War Crimes Act. In a memo to Bush dated January 25, 2002, then White House counsel Alberto Gonzales suggested that Bush find a way to avoid the rules of the Geneva Conventions as they relate to prisoners of war because that “substantially reduces the likelihood of prosecution under the War Crimes Act.”
A week later, Attorney General John Ashcroft sent a memo to the president also stressing that opting out of the Geneva treaty “would provide the highest assurance that no court would subsequently entertain charges that American military officers, intelligence officials, or law enforcement officials violated Geneva Convention rules relating to field conduct, detention conduct or interrogation of detainees.” Ashcroft reminded Bush, “The War Crimes Act of 1996 makes violation of parts of the Geneva Convention a crime in the United States.”

https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/bush-admits-knowledge-torture-authorization-top-advisers
Vice-President Dick Cheney admits to torture, authorizing waterboarding.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s82pUzxApiU  Interview with ABC News.
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cheney-admits-central-rol_n_151515?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAMq9c3Vszl36EZWncpAqduT5y205iosiESKLkZIlceeWKjFmPC_WyWCFQRgzZgtZI6j5JDhCzs3JEharsWzDY4XslDoB25qc219us_uHeiYSqu0RqEYMtDYYJoNHuQqRhesHDMKb4_GvnXK3THA-KI_qaFi4NkXrhT9M3j6OV7GG
U.S. President Donald Trump says he is pro-torture, and plans to resume torture have been drafted and discussed in the White House, if not implemented
President Donald Trump campaigned on pro-torture policy, and recruited pro-torture officials to high office.

https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/donald-trump-has-a-passionate-desire-to-bring-back-torture/
https://www.justsecurity.org/53882/torture-appointees/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/04/trump-nuclear-talks-envoy-marshall-billingslea
Presidential pardons given to War Criminals:
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/27/eddie-gallagher-trump-navy-seal-iraq
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/15/us/trump-pardons.html
FBI Director James Comey admits to torture
According to a major U.S. Media report of an interview with former U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director James Comey, who served as FBI Director until May 9, 2017 the FBI had a program “most people would say was torture”.  The FBI did not run Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib, Bagram AFB, or CIA secret torture prisons, U.S. Federal Prisons, or Immigration Detention Facilities ICE/DHS) which also operated torture programs.  It is possible he is referring to U.S. domestic counterintelligence and counter-threat programs, also known as “disruption” operations, part of the FBI dual role as Federal law enforcement (ex-post, legal system) and intelligence programs (ex-ante, national security/threat prevention).  https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/james-comeys-wife-warned-dont-torture-guy/story?id=54487429
Former FBI whistle-blower and former ACLU chief Counsel Michael German says this about FBI “disruption” operations:

“By transforming itself into a domestic intelligence agency, however, the FBI slips these constitutional restraints. Intelligence agencies by their nature operate in near-impenetrable secrecy, mask their sources and methods, and collect information against people not even suspected of wrongdoing. They use deception as a primary tool and seek to disrupt the activities [emphasis added] of those they perceive as enemies of the state, rather than prosecute them. Often their victims never know how their fortunes changed and, even if they suspect government interference, don’t have a legal means to challenge it.
The FBI has a long history of abusing its claimed intelligence authorities to impede Americans’ First Amendment rights. And a 2010 Inspector General audit revealed this inclination to view political activism as a potential threat has recently resurfaced in today’s FBI. Indeed, FBI training materials state that “the FBI has the ability to bend or suspend the law and impinge on freedoms of others” when using its intelligence authorities.”
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/how-fix-fbi-it-shouldnt-be-intelligence-agency
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/standards-opening-fbi-investigation-so-low-they-make-statistic
Comey also interferred in the 2016 Presidential election, was insubbordinate according to Department of Justice Inspector General. https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/zoetillman/clinton-emails-fbi-inspector-general-doj
Testimony of new FBI Director Christopher Wray on the FBI's current mission and goals
FBI Director Christopher Wray says the FBI is a counterterrorist/ intelligence organization, de-emphasizing law enforcement, and will focus on deterrance and ex-ante operations: https://www.fbi.gov/news/testimony/fbi-oversight-020520
"Conspiracists": anti-government (anti-torture?) conspiracy theorists, even if true, could be the basis for counter-terrorism "investigations" (and presubably "disruption") since they "undoubtedly" motivate some extremists to commirt crimes and acts of violence". https://www.businessinsider.com/fbi-document-conspiracy-theories-domestic-terrorism-threat-2019-8
CIA reportedly views truth about torture as an existential threat 
As a human rights defender, when I spoke against torture and impunity for torturers in the U.S.State Department, and against increasing abuse and reprisals, I was accused of "being a threat to self and others" by a Department lawyer/ombudsman.  Likewise, while trying to make an appointment at a University law clinic to raise the issue of torture, I was told by police that I had been accused of "threatening the life" of a staff member and forced to leave by four armed officers.  The members of the Intelligence Community (IC) who use torture view the truth about their abuses (crimes and coverup) as an existential threat. https://theintercept.com/2014/12/10/cia-truth-torture-existential-threat/
The U.S. Senate torture report on the CIA, December  9, 2014, documents widespread use of torture in counter-terrorism operations, including operations in Party States, against Party citizens

The CIA operated an extensive torture program against potential threats/enemies, especially “radical Islamic terrorists” (“counter-terrorism”), targeting Party State nationals, authorized by President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, and AG Alberto Gonzales, using Kubark-style methods, rendition to third countries, and secret torture prisons in ICC Party states.  Report - Select Committee on Intelligence – Senate.gov-  redacted version www.intelligence.senate.gov › files › publications › CRPT-113srpt288
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/10/world/senate-intelligence-committee-cia-torture-report.html
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), a U.S.-based international human rights NGO, was denied access to the full report. The ACLU maintains a database of “well over 100,000 pages of documents concerning the abuse and tortureof detainees by the CIA and Department of Defense. These records are indexed and searchable through our Torture Database.”

https://www.aclu.org/cases/senate-torture-report-foia
CIA/ Department of Defense/ FBI secret prison torture methods including:

kidnapping, hooding, beatings

isolation, sleep deprivation, 

sensory overload, loud noise bright light

cold, dousing with water, ice water baths

threats, threats against family, insults, shaming

death threats and mock execution (simulated drowning-waterboarding, mock electrocution)

stress positions, locking in small confined spaces

hitting and slapping, slamming into wall

mocking values and beliefs

forced rectal feeding, hydration

deprivation (bad food, lack of hygiene and toilet, cold) etc.
"What is Psychological Torture? Chapter One: the Trauma of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press 2008 https://www.jstor.org/stable/41336987?seq=1
Attorney General (AG) John Ashcroft admits to authorizing torture, including waterboarding

“Former Attorney General John Ashcroft says he approved legal memos that narrowly defined torture. He also tells a House panel he approved a memo that withdrew the earlier ones because the legal reasoning behind them was flawed and needed to be corrected.” Audio.  (See Tab II for the Ashcroft  2002 Guidelines to the FBI)  https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=92642055
Attorney General (AG) Alberto Gonzales admits “Mistakes were made”
Gonzales resigned after charges of lying to Congress.  Gonzales and John Yoo were responsible for re-writing U.S. law on torture to exclude anything which didn't feel like a fatal injury, and promulgating the corrupt legal theory of the “Unitary Executive”, making it “legal” for the President to do anything as long as s/he wasn't caught then forced to change by the legislature or judiciary.

https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/legacy-torture/
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/27/washington/27cnd-gonzales.html
The origins of domestic torture (“disruption”) against the Left and for “social control”.  FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover conducted “disruption” operations as part of counterintelligence operations (COINTELPRO) against “subversives” and to maintain “stability and order”

The United States has operated a sophisticated, systematic torture program both domestically and internationally, under color of law, using Kubark-style “psychological” methods, that functions in detention, and also outside of detention, but under “control” of intelligence officers and agents.  The FBI calls this program “disruption”, from the definition of the goals of Counterintelligence operations “to divide, discredit, degrade, disrupt, and destroy” potential enemies, cited by the FBI as policy as early as J. Edgar Hoover.  Under traditional counterintelligence programs, the “actual or potential” threat has their lives and activities “disrupted” such that their potential as an actual or possible threat is neutralized.  Targets placed on the black list, are “fair game” for whatever harmful activity agents have opportunity to employ, to “disrupt” them, and in the most extreme case for assassination, as allegedly happened with high-profile civil rights and anti-war (Vietnam War) activists.  https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/08/fbi-cointelpro-new-left-panthers-muslim-surveillance
Terms & Definitions of Interest for DoD Counterintelligence Professionals, (9 June 2014)  
fas.org › irp › eprint › ci-glossary
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover issued directives governing COINTELPRO, ordering FBI agents to "expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize" the activities of these [supposedly subversive] movements and especially their leaders.  COINTELPRO Revisited – Spying & Disruption – In Black & White: The F.B.I. Papers". 
The 2009 AG (Eric Holder) guidelines for FBI operations- “even if not charged and threat resolved, disruption operations are allowed”
“The FBI's disruption strategy is laid out in a 2009 memorandum from the Counterterrorism Division to all field offices instituting a "baseline collection plan," which itemizes the types of information that FBI agents should seek during investigations of suspected terrorists. The plan describes implementation of a "disruption strategy" that is eerily reminiscent of the COINTELPRO-era disruption activities that were specifically designed to suppress First Amendment activity.

 The 2009 FBI memorandum states that when "the risk to public safety is too great, or if all significant intelligence has been collected, and/or the threat is resolved," agents may employ a disruption strategy "including arrests, interviews, or source-driven operations to effectively disrupt subject's activities" [emphasis added]. This means that groups the FBI believes, but cannot prove, are involved in terrorism (perhaps because they aren't) can still be investigated and targeted for sting operations or other invasive techniques, not to mitigate a threat, but to disrupt their activities.”

From Manufacturing a “Black Separatist” Threat and Other Dubious Claims: Bias in Newly Released FBI Terrorism Training Materials, Michael German, Senior Policy Counsel, ACLU Washington Legislative Office, 2012 https://www.aclu.org/blog/national-security/discriminatory-profiling/manufacturing-black-separatist-threat-and-other
Pro-torture U.S. Secretary of State Pompeo, and former Director of the CIA, said he “lied, cheated, and stole” while head of the CIA, expressed pro-torture beliefs.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/mike-pompeo-says-we-lied-we-cheated-we-stole-in-cia/vi-AAEKX7U
https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/26/politics/mike-pompeo-surprised-torture-memo/index.html
CIA Director Gina Haspel managed a CIA torture prison in Thailand.
Detailed memos sent by CIA Director Gina Haspel describing the torture of a suspected terrorist at a torture prison in Thailand which she managed in 2002 have been declassified.  She may have illegally destroyed evidence about the program.

https://www.pri.org/stories/2018-08-10/cia-director-gina-haspels-memos-detailing-torture-declassified
Testimony of CIA counter-terrorism officer and whistleblower John Kiriakou on Gina Haspel:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/i-went-to-prison-for-disclosing-the-cias-torture-gina-haspel-helped-cover-it-up/2018/03/15/9507884e-27f8-11e8-874b-d517e912f125_story.html
History of mass torture: MK Ultra- notorious torturer,  poisoner, mass murderer Sidney Gottlieb runs a vast program which searches for weapons and torture techniques for the CIA, hundreds/thousands murdered.
A huge CIA (and Canadian) program, with the bizarre cover story of searching for “mind control” methods, was a program searching for weapons, drugs, poisons, for use against individuals and groups in asymmetric warfare using drugs, torture, and assassination methods.  Using bribed doctors, thousands of people were experimented upon, and hundreds, if not thousands killed, under the guise of a pseudo-scientific medical research program similar to Nazi prisoner experiments.  Victims included prisoners, children, the sick and disabled, and the unsuspecting public.  Results were used to create the Kubark torture program and subsequent versions of these methods of torture were used to kill tens of thousands of prisoners in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and the Americas.  Sidney Gottlieb's experiments notoriously led to the poisoning and murder of Frank Olson and possibly the poisoning and insanity of  Unabomber Ted Kaczynski.  Gottlieb retired with honors from the CIA and died without prosecution.  He claimed he was making war less deadly and that he was a patriot.

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/09/758989641/the-cias-secret-quest-for-mind-control-torture-lsd-and-a-poisoner-in-chief
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/9710121/Scientist-Frank-Olson-was-drugged-with-LSD-and-murdered-by-CIA.html
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/today-in-history/cias-black-sorcerer-scientist-sidney-gottlieb-was-a-master-of-poisons-and-mind-control/news-story/0a3cfb3c031674db9747f0c7c64588dd
KUBARK, a uniquely American style of torture, based on North Korean and Chinese torture methods and the MKUltra research program, was used by the CIA and U.S. Army, and then taught world-wide, to fight Cold War as part of  “counter-insurgency” warfare.
US style torture- “psychological torture”, drawing on research from the MKUltra program, was used for military and police use in counterinsurgency warfare (see Appendix).  The torture is misleadingly called “psychological” because victims are induced to feel that they control the severity of torture based on their level of cooperation, causing shame and anger at themselves for the violence, while the “Stockholm Syndrome” psychological phenomena of dependency on, and even sympathy for their torturers is encouraged to gain their cooperation and control over them. In reports from torturers, in addition to severe moral injury, some write about pseudo-intimate, sadomasochistic attachment to their victims.  The School of the Americas teaches the Kubark torture program globally to military/police to counter Socialist and populist political movements.  “The CIA's Secret History of Psychological Torture” https://www.salon.com/2009/06/11/mccoy/
Kubark “psychological torture” methods:

minimal forensic evidence/ little evidence of torture

electroshock/ genitals and extremities

stress positions, short shackling

sleep deprivation

sensory manipulation, overload and deprivation

death threats, humiliation, fear and anxiety

simulation of death (waterboarding, thrown from plane/helicopter, electrocution)

limitation of violence to methods which leave no marks

use of medical providers and physicians in torture 

use of poisons and psychoactive drugs developed in the MKUltra and other similar programs,

“non-lethal” chemical and biological “restraining agents”, mind-altering drugs

privation and debilitation (bad conditions, inducing pain, fatigue, and exhaustion)

victims are urged to provide information, but also recruited as informants, to identify other “targets”

The goal: Control-capturing pathways to consciousness leading to PTSD, compliance, control
"What is Psychological Torture? Chapter One: the Trauma of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press 2008 https://www.jstor.org/stable/41336987?seq=1
Control as a defining characteristic of torture
The goal: Control-capturing pathways to consciousness leading to PTSD, compliance, control 

uncooperative victims must be neutralized, often killed “by accident”, or detained indefinitely.
“Control as a defining characteristic of torture: A learning theory analysis of the Kubark Interrogation manual.”  https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-002
Pentagon admits use of Kubark torture manuals: training books used for Latin Americans at Ft. Benning school.  https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Pentagon+admits+use+of+torture+manuals%3A+training+books+used+for+Latin...-a018750048
Torture was systematically taught by CIA according to declassified manual, details the methods used in Honduras; Agency denials refuted https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bs-xpm-1997-01-27-1997027049-story.html
"CIA, Human Resource Exploitation Training Manual - 1983". National Security Archive. Retrieved 2006-09-05. 
"Kubark Counterintelligence Interrogation". www.parascope.com. Archived from the original on 2006-06-15. Retrieved 2006-09-05. 
U.S. military psychologists and CIA contractors Drs. Mitchell and Jessen, and the use of Medical Providers to monitor, assist, perform, teach torture
The systematic use of torture shared between the CIA and the U.S. military is illustrated by military psychologists Mitchell and Jessen who become CIA contractors.  The two settled a lawsuit with some of their victims, and their depositions are available.  Mitchell said that he could torture a prisoner with only two techniques: sleep deprivation and one other violent/frightening techniques (“walling”), slamming a prisoner's body into a wall repeatedly.  His firm held a contract to train torturers in the “enhanced interrogation techniques” version of torture approved by the Department of Justice for “high value detainees” and used in CIA secret torture prisons.  Psychologists participate in torture, teach methods, and medical doctors are used to oversee torture.  Jessen and Mitchell are reportedly paid millions of dollars for their work as contractors, in part to take responsibility/ impunity for the torture away from the government.

In recent testimony at the U.S. military torture prison in Guantanamo, Cuba, Dr. Mitchell was unrepentant, saying he would “do it again”.  Like Dick Cheney, he admitted to waterboarding prisoners.  Links to deposition transcripts. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/20/us/cia-torture.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/21/us/politics/guantanamo-bay-interrogation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/30/us/politics/cia-torture-trial-guantanamo.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/01/james-mitchells-chilling-torture-story-guantanamo/605377/
https://theintercept.com/2020/01/21/911-trial-cia-torture-guantanamo/
Tortured Profession: Psychologists Warned of Abusive Interrogations, Then Helped Craft Them 

https://www.propublica.org/article/tortured-profession-psychologists-warned-of-abusive-interrogations-505
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2014/12/do-no-harm-when-doctors-torture/383677/
Torture Prisons in Party States

The CIA operated torture prisons in Party countries including Thailand, Poland, Jordan and others.
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2017/oct/09/cia-torture-black-site-enhanced-interrogation
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/08/13/the-black-sites
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/01/poland-cia-secret-prison-black-site/357344/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/poland/10989149/European-court-condemns-Poland-over-secret-CIA-torture-prisons.html
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/jordan-renditions-new-report-says-jordan-key-hub-secret-cia-programme
https://www.businessinsider.com/the-13-enhanced-interrogation-techniques-the-cia-used-on-detainees-2014-12
Rendition to Third Countries which torture, including Party Countries

The United States kidnapped, and transported suspects to third countries which used torture on them.
https://www.aclu.org/other/fact-sheet-extraordinary-rendition
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/03/14/the-u-s-carried-out-extraordinary-rendition-flights-from-2001-2005-here-are-15-more-countries-that-helped/
Abu Ghraib, Afghanistan and U.S. Counter-insurgency operations by the U.S. military, CIA, FBI

The U.S. military systematically conducted mass detention and torture of detainees, possibly for the  recruitment of informants as well as for “interrogation”, as part of its counter-insurgency operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria.  In the notorious case of the Abu Ghraib torture prison, only low-level officers were disciplined.  Portrayed as an aberration, a mistake, torture was a widespread part of a much larger counter-insurgency program to identify, capture, recruit, and then control or neutralize members of Taliban, Al Queda, etc. in Afghanistan and a similar program in Iraq, (dubbed at first “De-Baathification”), with the goal of neutralization of former Iraqi military members; then later used in the war against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS). https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/10/torture-at-abu-ghraib
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/04/04/472964974/it-was-torture-an-abu-ghraib-interrogator-acknowledges-horrible-mistakes
U.N. finds torture widespread in Afghanistan
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-torture-idUSKBN17Q0IU
Kubark-style torture with added physical and sexual assault, sexual and cultural humiliation (possibly for blackmail):

Beatings, stress positions, (simulated?) electrocution

shackling and short shackling

hooding and other debilitation and exhaustion (restriction of light, activity, air, clean food, sanitary conditions)
shaming, forced nudity, mock homosexual acts,

threats with attack dogs and other threats

death threats and simulated executions

mocking religion and culture

threats against family, etc. (see Appendix)
"What is Psychological Torture? Chapter One: the Trauma of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press 2008 https://www.jstor.org/stable/41336987?seq=1
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/10/torture-at-abu-ghraib
General McCrystal and Counter-insurgency in Iraq

“Acts of Conscience...General Stanley McCrystal warns of "mission failure" in Afghanistan, but do these revelations, divulged to Esquire three years ago at great personal risk by an elite Army interrogator, imply the commander's aiding and abetting of torture?” McCrystal is the controversial  author of the U.S. counterinsurgency “surge” which systematically used kidnapping and torture against civilians to kill insurgents and eliminate armed resistance to U.S. occupation. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/sep/24/us-adopts-new-afghan-plan
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/a879/esq0806terror-102/ 
https://www.theatlantic.com/daily-dish/archive/2009/05/stanley-mcchrystal-a-history-of-condoning-torture/202013/
Death of reporter investigating McCrystal after he reported McCrystal and staff making disloyal comments against the President, and McCrystal's staff admits to using psychological operations (psy ops) against Congress members.  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-journalist-carcrash-idUSBRE95I04520130619
Torture in Iraq
U.S.  forces were taught torture techniques.  Soldiers' accounts reveal widespread use of sleep deprivation and mock executions.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/may/14/iraq.usa1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/jul/03/iraq.peterbeaumont
Human Rights Watch: Iraq: Chilling Accounts of Torture, Deaths Investigate Abuse During Interrogations in Mosul  https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/08/19/iraq-chilling-accounts-torture-deaths#

http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1892038,00.html
President Obama and General Petraeus use drones and missile attacks in counter-insurgency operations
"Trump’s predecessor, Barack Obama, continued some of the worst policies of the George W. Bush administration. He expanded the global battlefield post-9/11 into at least seven countries: Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Somalia, Pakistan, Yemen, and Syria, and used drones to attack counter-insurgency targets."  https://theintercept.com/2018/11/25/counterinsurgency-us-drone-strikes/
Guantanamo Bay Military Base/ Torture Prison

Torture still being carried out at Guantanamo Bay despite US denials, says UN Rapporteur Nils Melzer
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/torture-guantanamo-bay-detention-centre-9-11-conspirator-un-human-rights-investigation-pentagon-a8109231.html
https://theintercept.com/2020/01/21/911-trial-cia-torture-guantanamo/
Isolation and rupture of family and social bonds, indefinite detention, incomprehensibility, sensory deprivation or over-stimulation, cruel, indifferent treatment, wire cages, forced feedings, yelling and threats, solitary confinement, light and sound manipulation, exposure to the elements and to temperature extremes (arguably also physical abuse), sleep deprivation, and threats of transfer for torture in another country.  Numerous reports of extreme physical abuse have emerged from Guantanamo. Physical abuse is often meted out systematically by the specially trained “Immediate Reaction Force” (IRF); at other times, soldiers have beaten prisoners for no apparent reason or in connection with an alleged violation of a camp disciplinary rule. Some prisoners have sustained permanent physical injury as a result. Beatings, short shackling and stress positions, medical abuse, mocking and shaming religion.  “Report on Torture and Cruel, Inhumane, and Degrading Treatment of Prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba” https://ccrjustice.org/home/get-involved/tools-resources/publications/report-torture-and-cruel-inhuman-and-degrading
What the C.I.A.’s Torture Program Looked Like to the Tortured https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/04/us/politics/cia-torture-drawings.html
DOJ Bureau of Prisons- U.S. prisons use torture to punish, recruit, control prisoners

“President Nixon/ President Reagan's War on Drugs Was Politically, Racially motivated” and resulted in mass incarceration in the United States in overcrowded, violent, and abusive conditions.
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
Prisons routinely use Kubark-style torture (see Appendix): Sleep deprivation, sensory overload (or deprivation in solitary confinement) via loud noise, bright lights, uncomfortable conditions and temperatures, isolation and rupture of social and family bonds, cruelty, death threats (gang violence), threats of sexual abuse and rape, insecurity, overcrowding, bad facilities and food, poor medical care, etc.  Many prison guards are military veterans or reservists, where they might have received moral injury as well as exposure to torture programs.  https://bpr.berkeley.edu/2019/04/26/understanding-us-prisons-as-state-sanctioned-discriminatory-torture/
The UN Rapporteur on torture is concerned about solitary confinement use in the U.S. used as torture.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-california-torture/u-n-expert-says-solitary-confinement-in-u-s-prisons-can-be-torture-idUSBRE97M0QU20130823
https://www.afsc.org/document/torture-us-prisons
https://www.amnestyusa.org/the-shocking-abuse-of-solitary-confinement-in-u-s-prisons/
Chelsea Manning

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/31/chelsea-manning-us-torture-un-official-wikileaks
Jeffrey Epstein and failure to protect prisoners

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/08/11/jeffrey-epstein-suicide-jail-site-draws-complaints/1981132001/
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/10/31/headlines/pathologist_says_jeffry_epstein_was_strangled
State Prisons and privatized for-profit prisons
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/01/mississippi-parchman-prison-killings.html
https://www.newsweek.com/prison-inmate-qualified-immunity-protect-officials-constitution-civil-rights-723943
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2016/08/12/revealed-private-federal-prisons-more-abusive-and-violent
Police shootings cause 1,000 deaths annually with near-impunity, torture, coercive interrogation, and ex-ante “community policing” using counter-threat methods (“discredit, divide, degrade, disrupt, destroy”)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/national/police-shootings-2019/
https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2019-08-15/police-shootings-are-a-leading-cause-of-death-for-black-men
Cops are almost never prosecuted and convicted for use of force- enjoy impunity

https://www.vox.com/identities/2016/8/13/17938234/police-shootings-killings-prosecutions-court
Stop and frisk, and “community policing”, ex-ante policing

This program, seemingly somewhat benign, was used as a pretext for counterintelligence-style operations to target minorities with ex-ante policing(“potential  threats”) with dossiers, surveillance, informants,  frequent stopping, physical shoving and hitting, threats, frisking, leading to arrest and pretextual “interviews” and interrogations, methods resembling Kubark-style counter-insurgency  methods.  Stop and Frisk: The Human Impact https://ccrjustice.org/stop-and-frisk-human-impact
Coercive interrogations

Common interrogation methods (the third degree) include Kubark-style torture methods: hitting, yelling, threats, lies, sleep deprivation, intimidation and cruelty, food, water, and toilet deprivation, isolation, threats to family, denial of legal rights and representation, forcing confession etc.

Drawing the fine line between interrogation and torture: towards a Universal Protocol on Investigative Interviewing Pau Pérez-Sales, MD, PhD, Editor in Chief https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320326566_Drawing_the_fine_line_between_interrogation_and_torture_towards_a_Universal_Protocol_on_Investigative_Interviewing
It Breaks Down Innocent People, Private firm's method receives public scrutany https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/oct/15/when-they-see-us-ava-duvernay-netflix-lawsuit-reid
Chicago police and military “interrogation”, police militarization post 9/11also includes military style counter-insurgency methods.

A Digital Archive Documents Two Decades of Torture by Chicago Police https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/10/10000-files-on-chicago-police-torture-decades-now-online/504233/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/police-militarization-fails-to-protect-officers-and-targets-black-communities-study-finds
Baltimore police use violence for social control; one recent high-profile case illustrates

Freddie Gray, a suspect who protested his arrest for suspicious behavior (he ran away from officers), was thrown in a police van handcuffed, and given a “rough ride” in a metal van for a half-hour without a seat belt. He later died from head/spinal injuries.  The practice had been going on for years.

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/the-brutality-of-police-culture-in-baltimore/391158/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/bs-md-yir-baltimore-police-1231-story.html
U.S. Border Detention of Migrants and Refugees uses Kubark-style torture- in ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement), Department of Homeland Security (DHS) mass detention

UN Rapporteur says immigrant detention of children is torture
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=23245&LangID=E
U.S. refuses Rapporteur access to border area.
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-accused-denying-united-nations-migrants-human-rights-1366084
Kubark-style torture methods: isolation and rupture of family bonds, sensory overload (cold, noisy), sleep deprivation (no beds, no room to sleep, temperature extremes, noisy) dehumanizing (cages), debilitation-no hygiene facilities, bad food, no beds, denied medical care, lies, tricked to sign documents they don't understand, separation of families with no plans to reunify them, orphaning children, incomprehensibly cruel and inhumane treatment, children drugged if they cry, misbehave, are sad, told they would not be returned to their family if they cry, no touch or hugs even from siblings, etc. https://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2019/06/25/texas-border-control-facilities-migrant-children
Torture outside of detention, but under control of officers and agents, using methods pioneered by the East German secret police

Cointelpro methods prior to 1975 Church Committee: “discredit, divide, degrade, disrupt, destroy”

smearing individuals and groups using forged documents and by planting false reports in the media; harassment; wrongful imprisonment; blackmail, and illegal violence, including assassination. Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations With Respect to Intelligence Activities, Book III: Supplementary Detailed Staff Reports on Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans (PDF) (Final Report). 1976. S. Rep. No. 94-755 

AG Guideline methods for full “investigations”

pretextual interviews (lies, slander included) with friends, family, employers, etc.

recruitment and use of informants (often felons), “confidential informants”- often targeting family and friends- eventually rupturing family and social bonds, loss of job, wiretapping and surveillance, tracking, monitoring of communications, use of contractors and “former” intelligence agents and special operators (torturers) aka Confidential Human Sources (CHS) to provoke, evoke, provoke illegal acts, violence, or threatening language, in turn used to justify use of “terrorist” investigation/ secret sanctions.  https://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/29/us/29manual.html (see 2002 Guidelines TAB II)

“Disruption” operations, “no-touch” torture after 1980


“The 2009 FBI memorandum states that when "the risk to public safety is too great, or if all significant intelligence has been collected, and/or the threat is resolved," (emphasis added) agents may employ a disruption strategy "including arrests, interviews, or source-driven operations to effectively disrupt subject's activities"  https://www.aclu.org/blog/national-security/discriminatory-profiling/manufacturing-black-separatist-threat-and-other
https://theintercept.com/2016/02/18/fbi-wont-explain-its-bizarre-new-way-of-measuring-its-success-fighting-terror/?comments=1
Former FBI agent whistleblower discusses his new book on FBI disruption.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSA18vUb3AI   Disrupt, Discredit, and Divide: How the New FBI Damages Democracy
“Disruption” operations, also called  “no-touch torture”, (torture outside detention, but under the control of agents, torture without physical beating) are modified Kubark-style “psychological” torture methods emphasizing avoiding activities that create forensic evidence:

to capture pathways to consciousness, overwhelm thoughts, ego, emotions

disrupt functioning through sensory manipulation, overload

create depression, helplessness, hopelessness, fear,  dependency, control 

sleep deprivation, prolonged sleep deprivation (months, years) and stress create chronic medical illness:

cardiac, immune, endocrine illnesses, depression, anxiety disorders, PTSD, suicide

harassment, public bullying, yelling, hostility by informants and agents

health threats and simulation of deadly illnesses

use of “non-lethal” chemical and biological agents, aka “restraining agents” poisons, illnesses, 

medical abuse and misinformation, mistreatment

denial of access to legal counsel

“gaslighting” and attempts to label victim as mentally ill 

loss of job, financial hardship, stress

“something new every day”, creation of anxiety, fear, uncertainty, terror

overt surveillance, stalking, “street theater”, planed dramatic confrontations, insults, threats, hostility

break ins, vandalism, theft

debilitation: bad smells, drugs and illnesses that create fatigue, sedation, bad food and food poisoning

restriction of access to information (internet, email, telephone calls, mail)

to create torture response, PTSD,

and other chronic illness, “disrupt” victim's life, “neutralize” possible threat, establish control 

Control, [not detention, or pain, or interrogation], is a defining characteristic of torture: A learning theory analysis of the Kubark Interrogation manual.  https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-002
“States have invested significant resources - including through systematic experimentation with political prisoners, suspected terrorists, and psychiatric patients - towards developing “no-touch” torture/CIDTP by which purposes of coercion, intimidation, punishment and humiliation or discrimination can be achieved without the direct infliction of physical pain, suffering, or harm. At the same time, States have aimed at whitewashing these methods by re-labelling them euphemistically as “moderate physical pressure”, “pressure techniques”, “enhanced interrogation”, “stress positions”, “white torture”, etc. and/or by requiring that, in order to fall under the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment, mental suffering would have to result from the infliction or threat of physical pain or suffering.” Psychological Torture and Ill-Treatment – "no-touch" torture  
OHCHR www.ohchr.org › Issues › Torture › Call › ConceptNoteSRT
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/298854462_Psychology_white_torture_and_the_responsibility_of_scientists
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237803936_What_is_Psychological_Torture
Cover-up and impunity
https://theintercept.com/2014/12/10/cia-truth-torture-existential-threat/?comments=1
Use of  informants, volunteers, and vigilantes
These torture programs rely heavily on criminal informants, felons who owe their freedom to cooperation, contractors (former intel agents and special operators who are torturers), and “retired” intelligence officers, and recruited informants from the family and friends of the target.  Most of all they depend on vigilantes and volunteers, many from the Right.   The famous Milgram Experiment shows that people are willing to torture strangers, and possibly kill if ordered by an authority figure.  https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-21939453
https://www.iflscience.com/brain/scientists-replicated-infamous-milgram-experiment/all/
Counter-terrorism operations and investigations resume/continue against political targets: minorities, migrants and refugees, the Left, corporate critics like environmentalists and pipeline protesters, and critics of war and torture policy.
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/23/revealed-how-the-fbi-targeted-environmental-activists-in-domestic-terror-investigations
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/docs-show-nypd-infiltrated-liberal-groups/
https://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2019/06/25/texas-border-control-facilities-migrant-children
https://www.aclu.org/blog/national-security/discriminatory-profiling/manufacturing-black-separatist-threat-and-other
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/15/massachusetts-police-tweet-leftwing-surveillance-boston
https://theintercept.com/2019/06/05/pipeline-protests-proposed-legislation-phmsa-alec/
The Homeland Security Apparatus: Fusion Centers, Data Mining and Private Sector Partners 

https://www.prwatch.org/news/2013/05/12122/homeland-security-apparatus-fusion-centers-data-mining-and-private-sector-partner
Abuse of Power by law enforcement/ intelligence agencies has historic roots, related to white nationalism, corruption, the political Right-wing:
Police, FBI, and the Intelligence Community/CIA have historically used their power against the poor and in support of the wealthy/corporate interests (class), against minorities (race), in pursuit of national power and superiority (nationalism) especially if denying others similar rights, and for institutional and personal power and enrichment (corruption).  ‘We Are Being Eaten From Within.’ Why America Is Losing the Battle Against White Nationalist Terrorism  https://time.com/5647304/white-nationalist-terrorism-united-states/ 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/02/white-supremacist-violence-terrorism/606964/
The FBI routinely illegally discriminates against minorities and uses “disruption” against them, and leadership breaks the law, enjoys special treatment according to FBI whistleblower and former ACLU counsel Michael German in his new book “Disrupt, Discredit, and Divide: How the New FBI Damages Democracy”  How the FBI Increased Its Power After 9/11 and Helped Put Trump in Office:  https://theintercept.com/2019/09/14/fbi-mike-german-book/ 
Director Wray says that the FBI will investigate irregular political activity, begging the question about wht the FBI considers regular activity, given the last three GOP administrations which have relied on foreign support, Facebook/ voter influence operations, intelligency-style operations, unlimited corporate spending, and voter suppression.  https://newrepublic.com/article/156431/how-powerful-council-national-policy-right-wing-shadow-network  (See TAB III)
The CIA, “according to David Wise, a journalist and author who became one of the country’s foremost authorities on espionage...[on] intelligence agencies had become an unaccountable “invisible government,” ….  In one of his first books, the best-selling “The Invisible Government,” written with journalist Thomas B. Ross in 1964, Mr. Wise wrote about the excesses of intelligence agencies, including the CIA and its role in orchestrated coups in Iran and Guatemala in the 1950s. (see also discussion of Deep State pp. 21-22)  https://www.pbs.org/video/moyers-company-deep-state-hiding-plain-sight/ https://billmoyers.com/2014/02/21/anatomy-of-the-deep-state/
“We felt very strongly that there were two governments in the United States: one in the civics texts and the other in the real world,” Mr. Wise told the New York Times in 1988. “We thought the intelligence agencies were important to our security. But we were troubled about a system based on the consent of the governed when the governed didn’t know to what they have consented.” (See also discussion of Deep State.)  https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/david-wise-author-and-cia-expert-who-exposed-invisible-government-dies-at-88/2018/10/09/3f67bbb6-cbd6-11e8-920f-dd52e1ae4570_story.html
CIA domestic operations and torture

cover-up
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/sep/09/cia-insider-daniel-jones-senate-torture-investigation
CIA domestic operations through fusion centers
https://www.prwatch.org/news/2013/05/12122/homeland-security-apparatus-fusion-centers-data-mining-and-private-sector-partner
Police- The first New York City police Superintendent Thomas Byrnes set a pattern that would continue until today, as evidenced by the recent Presidential pardon of former top NYC policeman Bernark Kerik, jailed for public corruption.

“Police commanders also made lucrative connections with the city’s business elite. Superintendent Thomas Byrnes, who led the force after a long career as Chief of Detectives, testified matter-of-factly that his personal wealth was about $350,000, or $9.6 million today. Where did he get it? From investments made for him by Cornelius Vanderbilt and Jay Gould, both of whom had received special services from Byrnes. Indeed, the Gilded Age NYPD regularly engaged in the ruthless, often brutal, suppression of unions and political dissent. The city’s stockbrokers, bankers, real estate developers, merchants and hoteliers cared little about police corruption as long as the cops kept their boots firmly on the neck of organized labor and radical activists.”


After Bynes, President Teddy Roosevelt made his reputation reforming a corrupt NY police department in 1896.  https://time.com/4384963/nypd-scandal-history/ Daniel Czitrom.
Domestic spying, mass surveillance, and mass data collection and analysis through information technology (IT), and artificial intelligence (AI) to identify possible “threats” and targets for counter-threat operations: “neutralization” and disruption of possible threats, modeling and predicting individual's actions to control behavior.  Mass surveillance is but the prelude to threat assessment and targeting for disruption/ neutralization of high threat individuals and groups.

Fisa Secret Court abuse for domestic espionage
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/12/inspector-general-report-fisa-courts.html
http://origins.osu.edu/article/americas-big-brother-century-us-domestic-surveillance
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/01/25/how-to-fight-mass-surveillance-even-though-congress-just-reauthorized-it/
Worldwide threat identification and targeting
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/10/fbi-nsa-mass-surveillance-abuse/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/apr/16/cambridge-analytica-scandal-highlights-need-for-ai-regulation
https://theintercept.com/2017/02/22/how-peter-thiels-palantir-helped-the-nsa-spy-on-the-whole-world/
https://thycotic.com/company/blog/2014/10/21/predicting-potential-threat-behavior-analytics-threat-modeling/
https://emerj.com/ai-sector-overviews/artificial-intelligence-at-the-cia-current-applications/
Corporate IT- Government cooperation, allied governments, and contractors to circumvent the law and oversight on surveillance

“Similarly, the administration defended warrantless surveillance of people in the United States by arguing that the President was not engaged in criminal prosecutions but in collection of military intelligence designed to fight terrorism. See Letter from William E. Moschella, Assistant Attorney Gen., Dep't of Justice, to the Senate Select Comm. on Intelligence and House Permanent Select Comm. on Intelligence (Dec. 22, 2005), reprinted in 81 IND. L.J. 1360

The more powerful and effective our technologies of surveillance and analysis become, the more pressure the government will feel to route around warrant requirements and other procedural hurdles so that it can catch potential troublemakers more effectively and efficiently before they have a chance to cause any harm. Private power and public-private cooperation pose a third danger. Because the Constitution does not reach private parties, government has increasing incentives to rely on private enterprise to collect and generate information for it.  Essay: The Constitution in the National Surveillance State, Jack Balkin  https://minnesotalawreview.org/article/essay-constitution-national-surveillance-state/
United States Country Assessments 
2015 2nd Universal Periodic Review (UPR) https://www.upr-info.org/en/review/United-States/Session-22---May-2015/National-report#top https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/united-states
U.S. Government changes interpretation of BWC  https://fas.org/programs/bio/resource/original.html
Recently, the US interpretation of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) has come to reflect the point of view that Article I, which forbids the development or production of biological agents except under certain circumstances, does not apply to non-lethal biological weapons. This position is at odds with original US interpretation of the Convention. “Non-lethal” drugs, toxins, and biological agents may be used in “disruption” operations (torture), simulating life-threatening illness and causing incapacitation and pain in place of other torture methods like beatings, stress positions, and mock executions, or to cause permanent disability, death (one of the 17 goals of MKUltra weapons research).
Project MKUltra, Goals: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_MKUltra
Finding Solutions

Torture 

Research and white papers, documentation
https://www.aclu.org/other/enduring-abuse-torture-and-cruel-treatment-united-states-home-and-abroad-executive-summary
Press releases for case publicity

UN Day for Victims of TortureUnited States: Press Release: UN Day for Victims of Torture- Government has still to end and repair torture policies - The Case of Mr. Mustafa al-Hawsawi at Guantanamo Bay https://www.omct.org/monitoring-protection-mechanisms/statements/united-states/2015/06/d23228/
Journalism and the Press, reporting
Can Trump Bring Back Torture?  https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/trump-torture/514463/
International law and International Organizations, fora
2015 2nd Universal Periodic Review (UPR) https://www.upr-info.org/en/review/United-States/Session-22---May-2015/National-report#top
Rule of law and Prosecution of crimes, accountability
https://theintercept.com/2016/06/16/cia-director-owes-answers-on-accountability-for-torture/
ICC investigtion https://www.npr.org/2020/03/05/812547513/international-criminal-court-allows-investigation-of-u-s-actions-in-afghanistan
Guantanamo

NGO investigation and documentation

Physicians for Human Rights- Investigation and Documentation | Torture in U.S. National Security Detention https://phr.org/issues/torture/prevention/torture-in-u-s-national-security-detention/
Torture in Prisons

NGOs and institutes- survivors and victims tell story, speak out-

Institute for Policy Studies Let’s End Torture in U.S. Prisons: Survivors call solitary confinement “living death.” February 3, 2016 John Kiriakou  Recommendations by whistleblower CIA analyst who was imprisoned for his activism. https://ips-dc.org/lets-end-torture-u-s-prisons/
Why the ICC Must Act:
Impunity for Torturers, including Mass Murderers

The ICC must investigate because the U.S. defacto policy is impunity.  No one is above the law.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) may exist between the CIA and the Department of Justice for non-prosecution (impunity).  This agreement existed in the past, under J. Edgar Hoover.  In 1995, there was a MOU requiring all illegal activity to be reported to the CIA Inspector General, but not the DOJ, and it was unclear what the IG's responsibilities were regarding the rule of law. In practice, this (reporting of illegal acts) was not followed, as was discussed regarding CIA contractors and drug smuggling in U.S. House of Representatives INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1999 (House of Representatives - May 07, 1998) original starts at [Page: H2944].  No torturer was prosecuted, either.  Recently, the wife of an intelligence officer allegedly killed a motorcyclist by driving on the wrong side of the road in the U.K., and even under these circumstances claimed diplomatic immunity and was repatriated to the U.S. where she has remained free from prosecution.

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/03/obamas-legacy-of-impunity-for-torture/555578/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/01/24/anne-sacoolas-extradition/
In the Global Impunity Index, the U.S. ranks high, neat Russia, at 64.78.  www.udlap.mx › cesij › files › IGI-2017_eng
Impunity for contractors

www.humanrightsfirst.org › uploads › pdf › PSC-081118-report-card  Ending Private Contractor Impunity - Human Rights First
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/03/obamas-legacy-of-impunity-for-torture/555578/
Historian Professor Alfred McCoy on Impunity in his book “Torture and Impunity: The U.S. Doctrine of Coercive Interrogation”
“Many Americans have condemned the “enhanced interrogation” techniques used in the War on Terror as a transgression of human rights. But the United States has done almost nothing to prosecute past abuses or prevent future violations. Tracing this knotty contradiction from the 1950s to the present, historian Alfred W. McCoy probes the political and cultural dynamics that have made impunity for torture a bipartisan policy of the U.S. government.”https://history.wisc.edu/publications/torture-and-impunity-the-u-s-doctrine-of-coercive-interrogation/
Impunity via Presidential Pardons:
Elliott Abrams, accused of war crimes in the Kubark war on the Americas, and pardoned by President Bush for Iran-Contra crimes, was reappointed to high office by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo as America’s special envoy for Venezuela. 

President Obama pardons torturers

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/aug/31/obama-justice-department-immunity-bush-cia-torturer
Trump Pardons Military War Criminals

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/15/us/trump-pardons.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/27/eddie-gallagher-trump-navy-seal-iraq
Charges Dropped, High-ranking Republican Politician/ Intel Officer Retains Security Clearance after allegedly torturing, raping woman
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/14/us/eric-greitens-missouri-governor-charges.html
Marshall Billingslea

According to Amnesty International, Mr. Billingslea has a “well-documented history of advocating for the use of torture and other unlawful interrogation practices”.  He has been appointed to the position of Under Secretary of State. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/04/trump-nuclear-talks-envoy-marshall-billingslea
President Trump appears to be promoting torturers and pro-torture officials to high office
Secretary of State Pompeo has expressed po-torture beliefs. Gina Haspel, CIA Director, ran a secret torture prison in Thailand.  Marshall Billingslea was responsible for special operations at the Department of Defense after 9/11, then later responsible for the Guantanimo Bay torture prison, and has recently been appointed as an Under Secretary of State.  Elliott Abrams reportedly oversaw U.S. Kubark counter-insurgency operations (torture) in Central and South America, and was appointed as a special representative on Venezuela. https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/an-actual-american-war-criminal-may-become-our-second-ranking-diplomat/
https://theintercept.com/2019/01/30/elliott-abrams-venezuela-coup/
https://thinkprogress.org/elliott-abrams-ilham-omar-pardon-william-barr-attorney-general-iran-contra-venezuela-5cbca426a978/
The U.S. Government is destroying possible evidence.

https://www.propublica.org/article/lost-to-history-missing-war-records-complicate-benefit-claims-by-veterans
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/383638-senators-express-concerns-over-haspels-destruction-of-evidence
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/how-the-military-is-making-it-hard-to-remember-our-wars/2017/11/10/ff7d6d4e-c324-11e7-aae0-cb18a8c29c65_story.html
U.S. is assisting Third Countries to Evade Justice for possible War Crimes

President Trump and Secretary of State allegedly cover up Saudi beheading of U.S. resident and journalist Jamal Khashoggi
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-white-house-coverup-of-the-saudi-coverup-of-the-jamal-khashoggi-murder
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/01/khashoggi-trump-and-arms-sales-american-values/579589/
U.S. Withdrawal from U.N. commitments, ICC, evidence of guilt through threats against Court

John Bolton, President Trump's national security adviser, is a critic of the International Criminal Court. He's threatening to sanction judges who investigate Americans for actions in Afghanistan. He says his proudest achievement is to protect the U.S. military from justice before the Court.

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/trump-admin-ban-entry-international-criminal-court-investigators-n983766
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/10/john-bolton-castigate-icc-washington-speech
https://www.npr.org/2018/09/11/646591434/u-s-will-retaliate-if-icc-tries-to-prosecute-americans-bolton-says
The U.S. is refusing to grant the U.N. Rapporteur and other investigators access
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-accused-denying-united-nations-migrants-human-rights-1366084
ACLU documents many human rights/torture violations and offers recommendations
https://www.aclu.org/other/enduring-abuse-torture-and-cruel-treatment-united-states-home-and-abroad-executive-summary
The Right-wing in the United States supports torture
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/01/26/americans-divided-in-views-of-use-of-torture-in-u-s-anti-terror-efforts/
Pro-torture media and entertainment- part of a larger campaign to normalize and promote torture?
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-medias-pro-torture-cheerleaders?ref=scroll
https://www.justsecurity.org/66404/new-spy-museums-torture-exhibit-glosses-over-depravity/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/may/04/new-york-times-torture
Zero Dark Thirty: new torture-glorifying film wins raves 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/dec/10/zero-dark-thirty-torture-awards
A robust disinformation campaign on torture as part of larger effort to avoid Legislative oversight and review, judicial review and legal process, press and public scrutiny
https://www.justsecurity.org/66404/new-spy-museums-torture-exhibit-glosses-over-depravity/
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/cybercrime/module-14/key-issues/information-warfare--disinformation-and-electoral-fraud.html
https://time.com/5112847/facebook-fake-news-unstoppable/
Disinformation that torture is, or is not a good way to obtain information.  Torture is about establishing control, punishment, vengence, deterrance, the exorcise of power and dominance, recruitment of informants, reinforcing social order, and elimination of possible threats.  This is why torture is universally morally condemned and violates all kmown legal frameworks, because it is the very definition of the abuse of power.  
Disinformation that there are only 119 victims of CIA/ U.S.torture.
https://theintercept.com/2016/10/03/former-cia-detainees-describe-previously-unknown-torture-tactic-a-makeshift-electric-chair/?comments=1
Disinformation that it is still possible to "fight mass surveillance".
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/01/25/how-to-fight-mass-surveillance-even-though-congress-just-reauthorized-it/
This is a prime example of disinformation- the “concern torture will resume” because the U.S. has never stopped using torture.
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/nov/15/cia-risks-sliding-back-into-illegal-torture-methods-warns-real-life-star-of-the-report
The U.S. will continue to secretly use torture, until it is stopped, as one of its main weapons against  suspected threats and enemies both foreign and domestic, for global dominance in the name of its "interests", and domestically against the Left,  in the name of "order and stability"
Torture- as its primary covert method of conducting assymetrical warfare (counter-terrorism, counterinsurgency) and resolving conflict, both internationally (Iran, Iraq, Syria, Central and South America), and domestically (counterthreat operations, policing, "disruption" prisons, immigration detention, treatment of Black Lives Matter and civil rights activists, environmentalists and climate change protestors, etc.), is a brutal way to "neutralize" political dissent, and enforce "order and stability".  The Deep State will continue to use torture as one of its preferred methods to deal with opposition unless it is forced to stop by bringing it to light and publically condemning it by the international community. The Right-wing controlled "Deep State" is the part of the U.S. Government that makes foreign policy and manages potential threats to "national interests" (order, stability, control of power by the Right, and the welfare of the rich), in secret, in order to hide its unconstitutional, illegal misuse of power.  For example, even when President Obama was in office, the Deep State held the power of the Executive office, as set up and staffed by Dick Cheney and George HW Bush before him, as illustrated by FBI Director James Comey remaining in office.  A Deep State shadow government produces a mistrusting public, schizophrenic, incongruent policy (the U.S. is at once the biggest champion of human rigts, and the chief violator), and forces other governments to develop Deep State government structures themselves for their own security:


"The subsurface part of the iceberg I shall call the Deep State, which operates according to its own compass heading regardless of who is formally in power....The Deep State does not consist of the entire government.


It is a hybrid of national security and law enforcement agencies: the Department of Defense, the Department of State, the Department of Homeland Security, the Central Intelligence Agency and the Justice Department. I also include the Department of the Treasury because of its jurisdiction over financial flows, its enforcement of international sanctions and its organic symbiosis with Wall Street.
 

All these agencies are coordinated by the Executive Office of the President via the National Security Council.



Certain key areas of the judiciary belong to the Deep State, such as the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, whose actions are mysterious even to most members of Congress. Also included are a handful of vital federal trial courts, such as the Eastern District of Virginia and the Southern District of Manhattan, where sensitive proceedings in national security cases are conducted.
 The final government component (and possibly last in precedence among the formal branches of government established by the Constitution) is a kind of rump Congress consisting of the congressional leadership and some (but not all) of the members of the defense and intelligence committees.  https://www.pbs.org/video/moyers-company-deep-state-hiding-plain-sight/ https://billmoyers.com/2014/02/21/anatomy-of-the-deep-state/
Torture, and all counter threat, ex-ante COIN "disruption" is Unconstitutional. The FBI, CIA, and police, operating as intelligence agencies domestically, are violating the core principles of the Founders (limited power, checks and balance, democratic Republic, civil rights) and are the real "insider threat" from an authoritarian government that is corrupt, anti-democratic, and unjust.
"Although no single provision of the U.S. Constitution expressly prohibits torture as a means to extract information, secure a confession, punish for an act committed, intimidate or coerce, or for any reason based on discrimination, there is no question that torture violates rights established by the Bill of Rights. The U.S. courts have located constitutional protections against interrogations under torture in the Fourth Amendment's right to be free of unreasonable search or seizure (which encompasses the right not be abused by the police), the Fifth Amendment's right against self-incrimination (which encompasses the right to remain silent during interrogations), the Fifth and the Fourteenth Amendments' guarantees of due process (ensuring fundamental fairness in criminal justice system), and the Eighth Amendment's right to be free of cruel or unusual punishment. In numerous cases, the U.S. Supreme Court has condemned the use of force amounting to torture or other forms of ill treatment during interrogations, including such practices as whipping, slapping, depriving a victim of food, water, or sleep, keeping him naked or in a small cell for prolonged periods, holding a gun to his head, or threatening him with mob violence. Torture would also violate state constitutions, whose provisions generally parallel the protections set forth in the federal Bill of Rights." 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2003/03/11/legal-prohibition-against-torture
Powerful, determined, immensely destructive forces—the Soviet Union, radical Islam, the domestic left—want to destroy American freedom and democracy. Complacent politicians, especially liberal ones, are incapable either of understanding this or of summoning the will to combat it. For the small cadre who do understand, it is imperative to use power unusually quietly, expertly, and aggressively. 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/vice-vs-the-real-dick-cheney
CIA acting domestically (illegally)
http://origins.osu.edu/article/americas-big-brother-century-us-domestic-surveillance
Statements of other tortured individuals:

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/04/us/politics/cia-torture-drawings.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/09/world/cia-torture-guantanamo-bay.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/guantanamo-detainee-drawings-cia-torture-2019-12
https://www.afsc.org/resource/torture-reports-and-testimonies-use-torture-us-prisons
Former CIA Detainees Describe Previously Unknown Torture Tactic: A Makeshift Electric Chair 
https://theintercept.com/2016/10/03/former-cia-detainees-describe-previously-unknown-torture-tactic-a-makeshift-electric-chair/?comments=1
TAB: Torture Technique from DOD Navy SERE Program (adapted from Chinese and Vietnamese Torture of U.S. POWs) and Their “No-touch” Torture Equivalents in Parenthesis
· Physical pain through hitting, stress positions (pain from poisoning, illness, chronic sleep deprivation)

· Shaming, humiliation (kompromat, “announced” surveillance in bathroom, bedroom)

· Threats against family, friends (threats against family, friends, recruitment as informants)

· Social isolation, rupture of social bonds (social isolation, rupture of social bonds through intimidation, slander, recruitment as informants, undercover agents and informants)

· Ridicule of religion, core values, culture (stalking in church and ridicule of religion, intentionally defying legal and Constitutional principles, abuse obvious to target but which leaves no forensic evidence, mocking and preventing attempts to seek legal or administrative protection, medical care, religious counsel, etc.)

· Sleep deprivation (sleep deprivation from noise, vibrations, faulty physical and environmental controls, diathermy (using radio or microwaves to heat the body))

· Waterboarding (smothering using C-pap machine-induced sleep apnea, respiratory illnesses, allergy, to restrict and interfere with breathing, especially while asleep)

· Simulated funeral, mock execution (death threats, medical scares e.g. cancer, severe chronic illnesses caused by stress and sleep deprivation, poisoning)

· Loud noises, stress inducing and disorienting environment, sensory overload (same)

· Excessive heat, cold (sabotage of environmental controls, plumbing, fever from illnesses induced by “restraining agents”)

· (financial damage, property damage, loss of job, blacklisting, false charges and legal threats, false diagnosis, medical and pharmacological tampering, poisoning, etc.)

What is Psychological Torture?  Chapter One, The Trauma Of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press, 2008 adapted (“Psychological torture” is misleading; many cause physical harm)

· Prolonged Isolation

· Sleep Deprivation

· Severe Sexual and Cultural Humiliation

· Use of Threats including death threats, threats against family

· Deception, lies, pretext

· Environmental Manipulation (noise, heating and cooling, smells, tampering with food, medicine)

· Invading physical space, hostility, yelling, insulting

· Fear up, Fear down (manipulating fear and anxiety)

· Pride and Ego up, Pride and Ego down (manipulating the ego of the target)

· Omnipotence, “We know all” (demonstrations of omnipotence by revealing private information, obvious stalking and surveillance, false stories of “mind control” technology, etc.)

· Gaslighting (attempting to convincing target or others they are crazy)

· Use of phobias to increase stress

· Degradation

· Monopolization of Attention

· Induced Debilitation and Exhaustion (restriction of light, activity, air, clean food, sanitary conditions)

· Restraining Agents (use of “non-lethal” biologicals and chemicals, etc.) pharmacological abuse

· Control of Information (limited access to information, medical treatment, lawyers)

· Sensory and Temporal Disorientation (deprivation, overload, assault, manipulation, loud noise)

· Punishment and Reward

· Enforcing Trivial and Absurd Demands
· Induced Desperation (indefinite harassment, sense of guilt, painful physical conditions, illness)

 “Disruption” operations, also called  “no-touch torture”, (torture outside detention) modified Kubark-style operations, under control of officers, agents, and surveillance
· avoiding activities that create forensic evidence

· operations take place over months to years, or indefinitely

· to capture pathways to consciousness, overwhelm 

· create depression, helplessness, hopelessness, fear

· sensory manipulation, overload noises smells vibrations, heat and cold, diathermy

· sleep deprivation

· harassment, public bullying, yelling, hostility by informants and agents

· isolation through lies, blackmail, “pretextual interviews”

· rupture of family ties through recruitment of friends, family as informants

· health threats and simulation of deadly illnesses

· use of “non-lethal” chemical and biological agents, aka “restraining agents” poisons, illnesses, 

· medical abuse and misinformation, mistreatment, misdiagnosis

· denial of access to legal counsel

· “gaslighting” and attempts to label victim as mentally ill 

· loss of job, financial hardship, stress

· “something new every day”

· creation of anxiety, fear, uncertainty, terror

· overt surveillance, stalking

· break ins, vandalism, theft

· deprivation: bad smells, drugs and illnesses that create fatigue, sedation

· bad food and food poisoning

· restriction of access to information (internet, email, telephone calls, mail)
· to create torture response, PTSD

· sleep deprivation, PTSD, Stress, denial of medical care, “non-lethal” restraining agents contribute to chronic illness, shorten life-span of victim 
Scientific Definition:
Modern research on torture has identified four characteristics which produce the “torture effect” or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). These are all employed by the CIA/DoD “psychological” torture program (KUBARK and successors) and the FBI “no-touch” torture program:

· incomprehensibility (confusing, shocking, disorienting treatment—especially clearly illegal treatment, shockingly cruel and pathological treatment)

· inescapable physical and psychological suffering (unrelenting pain, fear, terror, horror, loss), but without actual physical detention

· unpredictably and uncertainty (stress, fear, and anxiety over time)
· rupture of social bonds, isolation
“Torture and its Definition in International Law”, Metin Basoglu ed. ,2017 https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-000  "What is Psychological Torture? Chapter One: the Trauma of Psychological Torture, Ojeda, Praeger Press 2008
TAB II: Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) Commentary on AG John Ashcroft's 2002  Attorney General's Guidelines on General Crimes, Racketeering and Terrorism
These new policies are included in the Attorney General's Guidelines on General Crimes, Racketeering and Terrorism ("Guidelines"), and were released to the public on May 30, 2002. The Guidelines have been modified over the years by several Attorneys General, and EPIC has previously underscored the danger of removing important protections of political rights. However, Attorney General John Ashcroft's changes to the guidelines represent a significant increase in FBI investigative powers. Ashcroft's changes will allow for mining of commercial databases where there is no suspicion of criminal conduct and infiltration of groups that have not demonstrated any evidence of criminal activity.

The FBI has a long history of using its investigative powers to monitor and disrupt legitimate, constitutionally-protected political activity. Years of abuses, perhaps marked most notably by an aggressive smear campaign of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., led to the development of the first Attorney General's Guidelines in 1976. The Guidelines limit the ability of FBI to investigate Americans in order to prevent unjustified monitoring of individuals and groups. Because the FBI has such a strong history of using its power not to enforce the law, but rather to intimidate and disrupt political opponents, the new Guidelines represent a serious threat to civil liberties and privacy.

The FBI Has Abused Its Investigatory Powers to Harass and Disrupt Political Opponents

The FBI's own documents show that the agency has engaged in extensive surveillance and infiltration of political groups for the purposes of disrupting them. In the 1950s and 60s, FBI agents probed groups that were suspected of having a Communist ideology. Individuals who had engaged in no criminal wrongdoing were investigated and arrested. The investigations, fueled by McCarthyism, resulted in enormous dossiers built on innocent Americans and retaliation against people who simply had different political opinions.

The 1960s also brought the expansion of the FBI's Counterintelligence Programs ("COINTELPRO"). Through COINTELPRO, the FBI investigated and disrupted a broad range of legitimate First Amendment activity. Groups investigated included civil rights activists, the National Organization for Women (NOW), environmental advocates, the American Indian Movement, and others. These activities are detailed in the FBI's own documents and have been compiled in a book by Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall titled The COINTELPRO Papers: Documents from the FBI's Secret Wars Against Dissent in the United States.

In 1975, a Senate Committee was created to investigate the FBI and the involvement of other intelligence agencies in political repression. The Committee, named for its Chairman, Idaho Senator Frank Church, released volumes of findings and recommendations. Among them were the plan of the FBI to summarily arrest thousands of Americans in case of a national emergency; that the FBI had investigated the NAACP for 25 years to determine whether it was a Communist front; that the FBI had burglarized political groups to gain information on their activities; and that the FBI kept files on one million Americans. These abuses led to the creation of the Attorney General's Guidelines.

Despite the revelations from the Church Committee and the issuance of Guidelines limiting the ability of the FBI to intimidate activists, the agency continued to investigate groups that engaged in legitimate political activities. The FBI investigated the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES) in the 1980s. The FBI established the "Library Awareness Program," a system to obtain library circulation records as well. In the 1990s, the FBI investigated Earth First, gay rights organizations, and Muslim student groups.

The Guidelines also set forth the standards for the initiation of three different standards of FBI activities: checking of leads, preliminary investigations, and full investigations.

Under the Guidelines, an FBI Agent can engage in the "prompt and extremely limited checking of initial leads" where information is received that indicates the possibility of criminal activity.

Preliminary investigations may be brought where information is received that indicates a possibility of criminal activity requiring more scrutiny than checking of leads. This may occur where the initial lead information is ambiguous or incomplete. In preliminary investigations, the FBI may use any investigative technique except for wiretaps, mail opening, and mail covers. This includes: examination of FBI files, use of private-sector databases, use of public records, interviews, physical or photographic surveillance, confidential informants, and undercover activities and operations. Preliminary inquiries allow one-party consent electronic surveillance. For instance, an agent could secretly record her conversations with a suspect. Preliminary inquiries may last up to 180 days and 90-day extensions may be granted.

Full investigations may be brought where facts or circumstances reasonably indicate that a federal crime has been, is being, or will be committed. In a full investigation, Agents may use wiretapping, mail opening, and mail covers in addition to the techniques permitted in a preliminary investigation. There are two types of full investigations: general crimes investigations and criminal intelligence investigations.

General crimes investigations are brought for the purpose of preventing individuals from engaging in criminal activity or to prosecute crimes that have already occurred.

Criminal intelligence investigations are for groups of persons who may be committing a federal crime. The purpose is not only to prevent and prosecute crimes, but also to obtain information concerning the nature and structure of the group. This includes investigations of membership, finances, and activities. Unlike general crimes investigations, criminal intelligence investigations may be less precise, and may last for years.

Criminal intelligence investigations may involve the "interrelation of various sources and types of information." That is, FBI agents may consider statements of different members of the group to justify an investigation.

There are two types of criminal intelligence investigations: racketeering enterprises investigations and terrorism enterprise investigations. Racketeering enterprises investigations generally are used for organized crime.

Terrorism enterprise investigations are brought where a group is suspected of furthering political or social goals through force or violence and a federal crime. These investigations may be brought based on a series of factors, including whether the group has made advocacies of violence, whether the group possesses the apparent ability or intent to commit violence, the immediacy or magnitude of the threat, and whether the group supports specified offenses, such as assault or intimidation of federal law enforcement officers. The Guidelines require the Agent to consider the dangers to privacy or free expression posed by investigation.

A FBI Special Agent in Charge (SAC) can initiate this type of investigation with notice to FBI Headquarters. Initial authorization allows a one-year investigation.

Mere speculation that force or violence might occur during the course of a peaceable demonstration is not sufficient grounds for initiation of a Terrorism enterprise investigation. https://epic.org/privacy/fbi
TAB III: Christopher Wray Director Federal Bureau of Investigation Statement Before the House Judiciary Committee
The FBI announces a new type of terrorism enterprise investigation, based on conspiracy theories:

“In May [2019], Michael McGarrity, the FBI’s assistant director of the counterterrorism division, told Congress the bureau “classifies domestic terrorism threats into four main categories: racially motivated violent extremism, anti-government/anti-authority extremism, animal rights/environmental extremism, and abortion extremism.”

The new category focuses on violence based specifically on beliefs that “attempt to explain events or circumstances as the result of a group of actors working in secret to benefit themselves at the expense of others” and are “usually at odds with official or prevailing explanations of events, [emphasis added]” according to the document.”  https://nypost.com/2019/08/01/fbi-conspiracy-theory-extremists-are-a-terror-threat/
Director Wray explained that the FBI would determine what legitimate political activity is, and would not tolerate illegitimate activity.  Director Wray describes the FBI's priorities are as a domestic intelligence agency, to prevent terrorism and crime, in a statement to Congress:

Christopher Wray

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Statement Before the House Judiciary Committee

Washington, D.C.

February 5, 2020
FBI Oversight
Statement for the Record

Good morning Chairman Nadler, Ranking Member Collins, and members of the committee. Thank you for inviting me to appear before you today. I am honored to be here, representing the men and women of the FBI. Our people—nearly 37,000 of them—are the heart of the Bureau. I am proud of their service and their commitment to our mission. Every day, they tackle their jobs with perseverance, professionalism, and integrity.

In the past few years, I have had the chance to visit all 56 field offices. I have visited the home states of every member of this committee, talking with state and local law enforcement partners and people in your communities about the issues that matter most to them. I am grateful for their support and insights as we work together to keep 325 million American people safe and to help make our communities stronger.

Today’s FBI is a national security and law enforcement organization that uses, collects, and shares intelligence in everything we do. Each FBI employee understands that, to defeat the key threats facing our nation, we must constantly strive to be more efficient and more effective. Just as our adversaries evolve, so, too, must the FBI. We live in a time of acute and persistent terrorist and criminal threats to our national security, our economy, and indeed our communities. These diverse threats underscore the complexity and breadth of the FBI’s mission: to protect the American people and uphold the Constitution of the United States.
Counterterrorism
Preventing terrorist attacks remains the FBI’s top priority. However, the threat posed by terrorism—whether here or abroad—has evolved significantly since 9/11.

The most persistent threats to the nation and to U.S. interests abroad are homegrown violent extremists (HVEs), domestic violent extremists, and foreign terrorist organizations (FTOs). The international terrorism threat to the U.S. has expanded from sophisticated, externally directed FTO plots to include individual attacks carried out by HVEs who are inspired by designated terrorist organizations. We remain concerned that groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) and al Qaeda have the intent to carry out large-scale attacks in the U.S.

In recent years, prolific use of the Internet and social media by FTOs has greatly enhanced their ability to disseminate terrorist propaganda and training materials to attract and influence individuals in the U.S. to their cause. Through the use of online recruitment, indoctrination, and instruction, FTOs are no longer dependent on getting terrorist operatives into the United States to recruit and carry out acts of terrorism.

Despite their territorial defeat in Iraq and Syria, ISIS remains relentless and ruthless in its campaign of violence against the West and has aggressively promoted its hateful message, in order to attract like-minded violent extremists. The message is not tailored solely to those who overtly express signs of radicalization. It is seen by many who use messaging apps and participate in social networks. Ultimately, many of the individuals drawn to ISIS seek a sense of belonging. Echoing other terrorist groups, ISIS has advocated for lone offender attacks in Western countries. Recent ISIS videos and propaganda have specifically advocated for attacks against soldiers, law enforcement, and intelligence community personnel.

Through the Internet, terrorists anywhere overseas now have direct access to our local communities to target and recruit our citizens and spread their message faster than was imagined just a few years ago. Many FTOs use various digital communication platforms to reach individuals they believe may be susceptible and sympathetic to violent terrorist messages. However, no group has been as successful at drawing people into its perverse ideology as ISIS. ISIS uses traditional media platforms as well as widespread social media campaigns to propagate its ideology. With the broad distribution of social media, terrorists can use these platforms further in an effort to spot, assess, recruit, and radicalize vulnerable persons in the U.S. either to travel abroad or to conduct an attack on the homeland.

The threats posed by foreign fighters, including those recruited from the U.S., are very dynamic. We will continue working to identify individuals who seek to join ISIS or other groups abroad, those foreign fighters who may attempt to return to the United States, and HVEs who may aspire to attack the United States from within.

ISIS is not the only terrorist group of concern. Al Qaeda maintains its desire for large scale spectacular attacks. Continued counterterrorism pressure has degraded the group’s Afghanistan-Pakistan senior leadership, so in the near term, al Qaeda is more likely to focus on building its international affiliates and supporting small-scale, readily achievable attacks in key regions such as East and West Africa. Simultaneously, over the last year, propaganda from al Qaeda leaders seeks to inspire individuals to conduct their own attacks in the U.S. and the West.

Iran also continues to support Hizballah and other terrorist groups. Hizballah has sent operatives to build terrorist infrastructures worldwide. The arrests of individuals in the United States allegedly linked to Hizballah’s main overseas terrorist arm, and their intelligence collection and procurement efforts, demonstrate Hizballah’s continued interest in long-term contingency planning activities here in the Homeland. Hizballah Secretary-General Hasan Nasrallah has threatened retaliation for the death of IRGC-QF Commander Soleimani.

In addition to FTOs, domestic violent extremists collectively pose a steady threat of violence and economic harm to the United States. Trends may shift, but the underlying drivers for domestic violent extremism—such as perceptions of government or law enforcement overreach, socio-political conditions, racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and reactions to legislative actions—remain constant. The FBI is most concerned about lone offender attacks, primarily shootings, as they have served as the dominant lethal mode for domestic violent extremist attacks. More deaths were caused by domestic violent extremists than international terrorists in recent years.

The top threat we face from domestic violent extremists stems from those we now identify as racially/ethnically motivated violent extremists (RMVEs). RMVEs were the primary source of ideologically-motivated lethal incidents and violence in 2018 and 2019, and have been considered the most lethal of all domestic extremism movements since 2001.

The spate of attacks we saw in 2019 underscore the continued threat posed by domestic violent extremists and perpetrators of hate crimes. Such crimes are not limited to the United States and, with the aid of Internet like-minded hate groups, can reach across borders. To combat the threat at home, the FBI established the Domestic Terrorism-Hate Crimes Fusion Cell, in the spring of 2019. Composed of subject matter experts from both the Criminal Investigative and Counterterrorism Divisions, the fusion cell offers program coordination from FBI Headquarters, helps ensure seamless information sharing across divisions, and augments investigative resources.

We recognize the FBI also must be aware of threats and violence perpetrated by individuals in the context of otherwise peaceful First Amendment-protected activities. In the past, we have seen a small segment of the population respond to a peaceful movement—from a different violent extremist—with violence. The FBI is only concerned when responses cross from ideas and constitutionally protected protests to violence. Regardless of the specific ideology involved, the FBI requires that all domestic terrorism investigations be predicated based on activity intended to further a political or social goal, wholly or in part involving force, coercion, or violence, in violation of federal law.

The FBI regularly reviews intelligence to ensure we are appropriately mitigating threats and the possible violent responses and actions. We remain sensitive to First Amendment-protected activities during investigative and intelligence efforts so as to ensure our investigative actions remain aligned to and do not exceed the scope of our authorities and are conducted with the appropriate protections in place for privacy and civil liberties. 

As the threat to harm the United States and U.S. interests evolves, we must adapt and confront these challenges, relying heavily on the strength of our federal, state, local, tribal, private sector, and international partnerships. The FBI uses all lawful investigative techniques and methods to combat these terrorist threats to the United States. Along with our domestic and foreign partners, we are collecting and analyzing intelligence concerning the ongoing threat posed by foreign terrorist organizations and homegrown violent extremists. We continue to encourage information sharing, which is evidenced through our partnerships with many federal, state, local, and tribal agencies assigned to Joint Terrorism Task Forces around the country. Be assured, the FBI continues to strive to work and share information more efficiently, and to pursue a variety of lawful methods to help stay ahead of these threats.
Counterintelligence
The nation faces a continuing threat, both traditional and asymmetric, from hostile foreign intelligence agencies. Traditional espionage, often characterized by career foreign intelligence officers acting as diplomats or ordinary citizens, and asymmetric espionage, typically carried out by students, researchers, or business people operating front companies, is prevalent. Foreign intelligence services not only seek our nation’s state and military secrets, but they also target commercial trade secrets, research and development, and intellectual property, as well as insider information from the federal government, U.S. corporations, and American universities. Foreign intelligence services continue to employ more creative and more sophisticated methods to steal innovative technology, critical research and development data, and intellectual property in an effort to erode America’s economic leading edge. These illicit activities pose a significant threat to national security and continue to be a priority and focus of the FBI.

Foreign influence operations—which may include covert actions by foreign governments to influence U.S. policy decisions, political sentiment or public discourse—are not a new problem. But the interconnectedness of the modern world, combined with the anonymity of the Internet, have changed the nature of the threat and how the FBI and its partners must address it. The goal of these foreign influence operations directed against the United States is to spread disinformation, sow discord, push foreign nations’ policy agendas, and ultimately undermine confidence in our democratic institutions and values. Foreign influence operations have taken many forms and used many tactics over the years. Most widely reported these days are attempts by adversaries—hoping to reach a wide swath of Americans covertly from outside the United States—to use false personas and fabricated stories on social media platforms to discredit U.S. individuals and institutions. However, other influence operations may include targeting U.S. officials and other U.S. persons through traditional intelligence tradecraft; criminal efforts to suppress voting and provide illegal campaign financing; concealing efforts to influence U.S. government activities, cyber attacks against election infrastructure, along with computer intrusions targeting government officials and others; and a whole slew of other kinds of influence, like both overtly and covertly manipulating news stories, spreading disinformation, leveraging economic resources, and escalating divisive issues.

Almost two years ago, I established the Foreign Influence Task Force (FITF) to identify and counteract malign foreign influence operations targeting the United States. The FITF is uniquely positioned to combat this threat. The task force now brings together the FBI’s expertise across the waterfront—counterintelligence, cyber, criminal, and even counterterrorism—to root out and respond to foreign influence operations. Task force personnel work closely with other U.S. government agencies and international partners concerned about foreign influence efforts aimed at their countries, using three key pillars.

Currently there are open investigations with a foreign influence nexus spanning FBI field offices across the country. Second, we are focused on information and intelligence-sharing. The FBI is working closely with partners in the intelligence community and in the federal government, as well as with state and local partners, to establish a common operating picture.

The FITF is also working with international partners to exchange intelligence and strategies for combating what is a shared threat. The third pillar of our approach is based on strong relationships with the private sector. Technology companies have a front-line responsibility to secure their own networks, products, and platforms. But the FBI is doing its part by providing actionable intelligence to better enable the private sector to address abuse of their platforms by foreign actors. For example, over the last year, the FBI has met with top social media and technology companies several times, provided them with classified briefings, and shared specific threat indicators and account information, so they can better monitor their own platforms.

This is not just an election-cycle threat. Our adversaries are continuously trying to undermine our country, whether it is election season or not. As a result, the FBI must remain vigilant.

In addition to the threat posed by foreign influence, the FBI is also concerned about foreign investment by hostile nation states. Over the course of the last seven years, foreign investment in the U.S. has more than doubled. Concurrent with this growth, foreign direct investment (FDI) in the U.S. has increasingly become a national security concern, as hostile nations leverage FDI to buy U.S. assets that will advance their intelligence, military, technology, and economic goals at the expense of U.S. national security. The Committee on Foreign Investment in the U.S. (CFIUS), an Executive Branch committee chaired by the Department of the Treasury, was statutorily created to address potential risks to U.S. national security resulting from foreign acquisitions or mergers with U.S. companies. As part of this process, the FBI provides input and analysis to the National Intelligence Council within eight days of a CFIUS filing and a risk assessment to the Department of Justice within 30 days of a CFIUS filing. As a result of the Foreign Investment Risk Review Modernization Act, which was enacted last year, the FBI anticipates its workload to increase dramatically.

Violent Crime

Violent crimes and gang activities exact a high toll on individuals and communities.

Many of today’s gangs are sophisticated and well organized and use violence to control neighborhoods, and boost their illegal money-making activities, which include robbery, drug and gun trafficking, fraud, extortion, and prostitution rings. These gangs do not limit their illegal activities to single jurisdictions or communities. The FBI is able to work across such lines, which is vital to the fight against violent crime in big cities and small towns across the nation. Every day, FBI special agents work in partnership with federal, state, local, and tribal officers and deputies on joint task forces and individual investigations.

FBI joint task forces—Violent Crime Safe Streets, Violent Gang Safe Streets, and Safe Trails—focus on identifying and targeting major groups operating as criminal enterprises.

Much of the FBI criminal intelligence is derived from our state, local, and tribal law enforcement partners, who know their communities inside and out. Joint task forces benefit from FBI surveillance assets, and our sources track these gangs to identify emerging trends. Through these multi-subject and multi-jurisdictional investigations, the FBI concentrates its efforts on high-level groups engaged in patterns of racketeering. This investigative model enables us to target senior gang leadership and to develop enterprise-based prosecutions.

By way of example, the FBI has dedicated tremendous resources to combat the threat of violence posed by MS-13. The atypical nature of this gang has required a multi-pronged approach—we work through our task forces here in the U.S. while simultaneously gathering intelligence and aiding our international law enforcement partners. We do this through the FBI’s Transnational Anti-Gang Task Forces (TAGs). Established in El Salvador in 2007 through the FBI’s National Gang Task Force, Legal Attaché San Salvador, and the United States Department of State, each TAG is a fully operational unit responsible for the investigation of MS-13 operating in the northern triangle of Central America and threatening the United States. This program combines the expertise, resources, and jurisdiction of participating agencies involved in investigating and countering transnational criminal gang activity in the United States and Central America. There are now TAGs in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Through these combined efforts, the FBI has achieved substantial success in countering the MS-13 threat across the United States and Central America.

We are committed to working with our federal, state, local, and tribal partners in a coordinated effort to reduce violent crime in the United States.

https://www.fbi.gov/news/testimony/fbi-oversight-020520
TAB IV: Submission to the UN Committee against Torture Review of US, 59th session, US National Security by Human Rights Watch

Submission to the United Nations Committee against Torture

List of Issues Prior to Reporting – United States

59th session (November-December 2016) 

Human Rights Watch welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the List of Issues Prior to Reporting of the United States in preparation for its sixth periodic review. The issues raised below focus on US National Security.
Investigation into Allegations of Torture
Related Content
· hrw_list_of_issues_for_cat_2016_-_us_national_security.pdf 

Since the Committee issued its Concluding Observations on the combined third to fifth periodic reports of the United States of America on November 28, 2014 (Concluding Observations),[1] the United States released a redacted summary of a long-awaited Senate Intelligence Committee Study of the Central Intelligence Agency’s detention and interrogation program (Senate Summary).[2] The Senate Summary corroborated information that nongovernmental organizations and the media had been reporting for years about the CIA program and disclosed new information about the program’s brutality and illegality.[3] Though release of the Senate Summary was an important step toward increasing transparency regarding the US use of torture and other ill-treatment since the September 11, 2001 attacks, it also underscored the degree to which the US has failed to comply with central obligations under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

The US has not carried out adequate investigations into those responsible for authorizing or implementing the CIA program or into those who engaged in acts even beyond the illegal “enhanced interrogation techniques” that were authorized. In December 2015, Human Rights Watch extensively documented and analyzed the inadequacies of prior US investigations into CIA torture, challenging claims that that it was not legally possible for the Justice Department to prosecute.[4] We incorporated that analysis into our March 1, 2016 submission to the Committee assessing the US response to the Committee’s request for follow-up information pertaining to several recommendations in the Concluding Observations.[5] Since then, in response to Freedom of Information Act requests, the CIA released more information about the CIA program that disclosed further details about the program’s cruelty and illegality.[6]
Recommended Questions to the US
1. Please address whether any limitations on evidence related to the CIA detention and interrogation program were placed on the members of US Attorney John Durham’s team investigating allegations of torture and other violations of US law? If so, what were those limitations? 

2. Acknowledging that during the November 2014 review a representative of the US delegation said that they were not at that time in a position to disclose certain information about any of the 96 witnesses interviewed for Mr. Durham’s investigation, could they please now provide information on whether any of the witnesses interviewed were former detainees in CIA custody? If so how many? What were the identities of the former detainees interviewed? 

3. Please provide information on the basis for the determination by Mr. Durham that many of the detainees whose cases he reviewed were not held in CIA custody and why it was decided that this limited the ability of prosecutors to investigate and prosecute wrongdoing. 

4. Please provide information on whether, in deciding to bring criminal charges for violations of US law in connection with acts carried out as part of the CIA program, the US considered jurisdiction under the treaty or US law to be a bar to prosecution? If so, in how many of the individual cases of abuse being investigated and what was the reasoning behind this decision? 
5. Please provide information on whether, in deciding whether to bring criminal charges for violations of US law in connection with the CIA program, the US believed that statutes of limitations were a bar to prosecutions? If so, for which criminal charges and why? 

6. Please provide details of steps taken, outside of prosecutions, to ensure that those responsible for CIA torture are held accountable. 

7. Acknowledging that during the November 2014 review, the US delegation made clear that obligations under the treaty apply to “all places that the State party controls as a governmental authority,” which includes the US Naval Station at Guantanamo Bay, and US-registered ships and aircraft, does the US consider detention facilities that the US operated as part of the CIA program to be within US jurisdiction for purposes of obligations under the treaty? 
Redress
The United States is under an obligation to provide victims of torture with the ability to obtain redress, compensation and rehabilitation. In its last periodic report, the United States stated that a “wide range of civil remedies” exist for victims of torture to obtain rights relevant to the Convention.[7] Yet, not one former detainee who was in CIA custody has been able to enforce this right to a remedy in US court.[8] In April, the Justice Department did not invoke the state secrets privilege for the first time in a suit brought by former detainees for harm suffered while held by CIA.[9]  But that suit involves only three plaintiffs, while scores of men held in the CIA program were tortured and ill-treated. Some of these men remain in US custody and are allegedly not receiving adequate medical and psychological care.[10] Many others are now out of US custody, were never charged by the US with any crime, and are trying—with great difficulty due to the trauma and injuries sustained in prolonged CIA incommunicado detention—to rebuild their lives.
Recommended Questions to the US:
1. Please describe the specific means by which those subjected to torture or ill-treatment by the CIA as part of its “enhanced interrogation program” who have been released from US custody can obtain redress. 

2. Please describe the specific means by which those subjected to torture and ill-treatment by the CIA as part of its “enhanced interrogation program” who remain in US custody can obtain redress. 
3. Please provide details on the types of redress that have been provided to individuals held as part of the CIA program whether in or out of US custody. 

4. Please describe the specific medical treatment and rehabilitative care for prior torture or ill-treatment provided to former detainees of the CIA who remain in US custody. 
Renditions to Torture
The CIA Rendition, Detention and Interrogation (RDI) program was not fully addressed in the Senate Summary. The Summary lists only the names of 119 individuals it considers to be “detainees” in that there was “clear evidence of detention in CIA custody.”[11] Left off the list are an unknown number of individuals whom the CIA unlawfully rendered to countries where it was known or recognized as likely that they would be tortured, whether as part of as part of their interrogation or as punishment.[12] Many of those rendered described being held by the CIA or by another government with the CIA’s cooperation, either before or after their transfer.
Recommended Questions to the US: 
1. Please provide names of those individuals not included in the Senate Summary list of 119 CIA detainees that the United States rendered to other countries as part of the CIA RDI program, regardless of the degree of process involved. 

2. If the United States is unwilling to provide the names of those rendered, please provide information on the number of those rendered who were not on the Senate Summary list of 119 detainees. 
Accountability for Military Abuses
The US government provided information to the Committee that the United States has conducted “thousands of investigations since 2001, and prosecuted or disciplined hundreds of service members for mistreatment of detainees and other misconduct.”[13] In its Follow-up Report to the Committee in November 2015, the US stated that the US Armed Forces conduct prompt and independent investigations into all credible allegations concerning mistreatment of detainees and that courts martial are a matter of public record.[14] It states that the records can be viewed at a website provided. However, the website listed does not provide any information about courts martial that have taken place. Rather it is a 2008 document that lays out the procedures for determining when the Justice Department will have jurisdiction over certain matters.[15]
To the best of our knowledge, credible allegations of torture against detainees in US military custody abroad have not been sufficiently investigated, prosecuted or punished. In 2006 Human Rights Watch, The Center for Human Rights and Global Justice at New York University Law School, and Human Rights First jointly published By the Numbers: Findings of the Detainee Abuse and Accountability Project.[16] The report assessed that, as of April 10, 2006, approximately 600 US personnel were implicated in detainee abuse. Of these, 79 were recommended for courts martial and 64 appeared to actually have been court martialed. Ten courts martial were pending and five appeared to have been dropped at the time the report was published. Of the 64 courts martial, 54 resulted in guilty verdicts on at least one charge.[17]
A more recent summary assembled by the Constitution Project’s Task Force on Detainee Treatment includes some of the same information on detainee abuse cases handled by the US military but also includes information on roughly 10 new cases completed since 2006.[18]
Recommended Questions for the US:
1. Please provide data on the number of US military investigations, prosecutions, disciplinary proceedings that have been carried out regarding allegations of torture or ill-treatment stemming from acts that took place in Afghanistan or Iraq after September 11, 2001.

1. Please provide data on the sentences and criminal or disciplinary sanctions imposed on the offenders. 
2. Please provide data on any reparations that have been made as a result of any allegations of torture or ill-treatment stemming from acts attributed to US military that took place in Afghanistan or Iraq after September 11, 2001. 

3. Please provide details on how individuals detained at the Guantanamo Bay detention facility can make complaints about torture or ill-treatment that they allege occurred at Guantanamo.

1. Please provide information on how many such complaints the US has received. 
4. Please provide data on the number of US military investigations, prosecutions, disciplinary proceedings that have been carried out regarding allegations of torture or ill-treatment stemming from acts that took place at the Guantanamo Bay detention facility.

1. Please provide data on the sentences and criminal or disciplinary sanctions imposed on the offenders. 
5. Please provide data on any reparations that have been made as a result of any allegations of torture or ill-treatment stemming from acts attributed to the US military that took place at Guantanamo. 
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TAB V: International and U.S. Law
U.N. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (commonly known as the United Nations Convention against Torture

For the purpose of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him, or a third person, information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in, or incidental to, lawful sanctions.
18 U.S.C. § 2340 (the "Torture Act") 
An act of torture committed outside the United States by a U.S. national or a non-U.S. national who is present in the United States is punishable under 18 U.S.C. § 2340. The definition of torture used is as follows:
As used in this chapter—

(1) “torture” means an act committed by a person acting under the color of law specifically intended to inflict severe physical or mental pain or suffering (other than pain or suffering incidental to lawful sanctions) upon another person within his custody or physical control;

(2) “severe mental pain or suffering” means the prolonged mental harm caused by or resulting from—

(A) the intentional infliction or threatened infliction of severe physical pain or suffering;
(B) the administration or application, or threatened administration or application, of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or the personality;
(C) the threat of imminent death; or

(D) the threat that another person will imminently be subjected to death, severe physical pain or suffering, or the administration or application of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or personality; and
8. “United States” means the several states of the United States, the District of Columbia, and the commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States.
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