A Former Government Officer Explains It All for 2024 Voters
This is your independent briefing paper before the 2024 Presidential election.
What you need to know before you can cast an informed vote, and be an involved citizen in light of the coming challenges to democracy before, during and after the 2024 election. This briefing is to help voters, citizens know their options and plan for the future.
Governments necessarily keep secrets. But what secrets should the United States government be allowed to keep from citizens, voters today? Given the existential threat to our Constitution and democracy from within, on the eve of an election season where an indicted insurrectionist may resume the highest elected office, and if he takes power  promises to begin a dictatorship? Can critical information about other prior insurrections, and current corruption remain secret in this circumstance- when we are struggling to protect our Constitution, and empower a legitimate government through the vote? Ordinarily former officers of the government are supposed to obtain prior approval before publishing their work, especially if based on government secrets. I haven't relied on any such secrets to prepare this guide for voters, but I did rely on my overall experience in government and after, especially becoming a target of US Intelligence counterinsurgency warfare- as many blacks, civil rights organizers, community activists, non-profit human rights agencies experience. As those on the Left inside and outside of government, inside and outside detention have experienced but may not have a name for. Consider me a whistleblower then, seeking to inform the voting public about pervasive government corruption and abuse of power, based on open source research and personal experience.

This is your briefing with the information, open source, but years to research and compile- in an information warfare environment- that you need for the coming year as informed citizen, voter.

Secrecy versus legitimacy in government are competing interests where legitimacy, public information must win; recent history is replete with our government, and our leaders, elected officials withholding information from the public, using secrecy to hide corruption, illegal activity by the government and government allied actors, contractors, agents. Many US government Agencies now officially take the position that they can operate independent of democracy and the public approval granted through elections. They believe they can even operate even without the approval, oversight of elected representatives- once hired or appointed into government- or operating without limit outside it. I refer to these Agencies and actors as “US Intel”, a placeholder for the loosely affiliated government and government/private cooperative operations referred to by their own leaders as the “national security establishment”, or sometimes- controversially, as the Administrative State. Along with secrecy, this loose organization of largely Right wing partisans and their organizations is committed to US global and domestic colonial domination through any means necessary including: military supremacy, counterinsurgency warfare, torture, corporate economic control, and (white) nationalist supremacy. 

Mainstream journalist, former Johnson Press Secretary and PBS commentator Bill Moyers, along with GOP Congressional aide Mike Lofgren, and other journalists and academics describe this administrative shadow government in detail in their writing and books. This “Deep State” is but one current insurgency trying to control government, voters this year. Another is the Trump/Russia/Saudi ongoing MAGA/GOP insurgency. It is critical for voters to be informed about the plans and means of both these anti-Constitutional insurgencies if we are to keep our democracy, voter control of the country. High Confidence.
Moyers https://billmoyers.com/2014/02/21/anatomy-of-the-deep-state/
https://billmoyers.com/episode/the-deep-state-hiding-in-plain-sight/
https://seattle.bibliocommons.com/list/share/75111489/959513987
Lemann https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/vice-vs-the-real-dick-cheney
McCoy https://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/4454.htm, 

Chomsky https://chomsky.info/200311__/, https://theintercept.com/2018/09/26/trump-united-nations-noam-chomsky, 

Trump insurgency https://www.theguardian.com/books/2022/feb/13/insurgency-review-trump-republicans-jeremy-peters-new-york-times
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/trump-wants-use-military-against-his-domestic-enemies-congress-must-act
First, some terms. Democracy- citizens, voters deserve enough information, transparency, accountability to fully exercise their civic duty in a democracy and be fully informed about ANY decision their elected officials make on their behalf. This is because the authority and legitimacy of the government itself comes from voters making informed choices, not just in electing representatives on occasion to govern for them . Government is participatory, not merely a delegated power to leaders every couple of years. And the US is Constitutionally a democratic republic.

Republic- our representatives are elected, then they do the public's work for them as best they think fit; ideally checking in with them and being held accountable from time to time besides election season.

The Republican Party- no surprise- tends to emphasize the republican side of the democratic republic duality- working to get its candidates elected, then emphasizing their autonomous authority as a deliberative body or executive authority  independent of the voters, to govern as best they saw fit; and Democrats emphasize the authority of the electorate and the democratic process, the responsibility of public servants to the voters. This is the -in the best case- deliberate dynamic tension between the two poles of our democratic republic, each keeping the other honest and working dialectically towards the best interests of the country through back and forth, give and take.

As a republic, in practice, the level of delegated responsibility and power is increasingly corrupting as our country  has become powerful and prosperous over the last century. Just as the threat of mob rule is inherent in the extreme of populist democracy, our Founders also knew that this corruption of representative government would happen, especially as those with “appetites and ambitions” managed to get elected. So they limited government power, in part through this “back and forth” between democracy and republican governance, and created drags on power, checks and balances that would put a limit on corruption; above all they feared British-style tyranny of the Crown, hereditary aristocracy, and the abuse of human and civil liberties that comes with the concentration of absolute state power. 

Back to secrets. Some are necessary; but secrecy directly conflicts with the democratic need for citizens  to be informed voters, because voters are the source of legitimacy for our government; secrets are also the weapons of those who seek power for personal gain or out of hidden ideological agendas. These types- who tend towards republican power in modern times, use secrecy to hide their real plans for governing while they run for election, make false promises and representations to win elections or stay in power, but their real goals are different in office- and they use secrecy as a tool to deceive; they don't do the People's work but their own and their party's. In many cases, these interests are at odds with the national interest. One of the best examples of this is Bush and Cheney who had already decided to go to war with Iraq before their election, and to resume the Nixon/Hoover agenda of Cointelpro against the Right's enemies, including the Reagan/Bush “war on drugs” mass incarceration and the CIA agenda (Dulles, Helms, Bush Sr.) of a Right wing counterinsurgency war against blacks, the Left, labor, immigrants- “enemies”, “threats” domestically, using Operation CHAOS MKULTRA drug warfare in the US (via Heroin, LSD, then crack), and KUBARK torture, control pioneered in Southeast Asia, South, Central America.

https://theintercept.com/2015/11/02/the-deepest-state-the-safari-club-allen-dulles-and-the-devils-chessboard/    https://irp.fas.org/eprint/ci-glossary.pdf
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2002/11/the-nasty-career-of-cia-director-richard-helms.html
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/12/22/archives/huge-cia-operation-reported-in-u-s-against-antiwar-forces-other.html   

https://mronline.org/2007/01/05/a-legacy-of-torture-from-cointelpro-to-the-patriot-act/
https://unredacted.com/2014/04/15/the-cias-declassified-torture-handbook-how-to-create-a-world-of-fear-terror-anxiety-dread/
https://history.wisc.edu/publications/the-politics-of-heroin-cia-complicity-in-the-global-drug-trade/
https://healthland.time.com/2012/03/23/the-legacy-of-the-cias-secret-lsd-experiments-on-america/
https://theintercept.com/2022/12/19/lee-harvey-oswald-cia-lsd-jfk/
https://www.everand.com/book/569818594/Why-We-Elect-Narcissists-and-Sociopaths-And-How-We-Can-Stop
In the worst case, plotters misusing delegated authority declare that top leaders alone need access to state secrets to govern as representatives- perhaps even not then- for the top elected executives in a corrupt republic have a need for “plausible deniability” to escape legal accountability. Only a small minority of elected officials- currently the “Gang of 8” in Congress, and un-elected national security administrators in the office of the Presidency- the Chief of Staff, and White House National Security Staff- heads of Agencies, top DOJ officials are given most of the state top secrets, the “big picture” as an example- to protect “national security”. Secrets become a pretext themselves for anti-democratic shadow rule by the few; even the President isn't fully briefed to keep him from political liability if the programs are exceptionally controversial, sensitive, illegal and could face bad publicity by the press if published, -or Congressional oversight. Another example would be the Pentagon Papers from the Vietnam War- the Pentagon knew for years ahead of the end of the war that it could not win- it was warned as early as 1965. Another example is the Iran-Contra affair, the secret sale of arms to Iran for hostages. Reagan said he couldn't remember if he'd been told- and he could have not been fully briefed to avoid consequences- though there are reports that he had a degenerative cognitive illness while in office too, and his Chief of Staff Don Regan was rumored to have been the shadow President in Reagan's second term (along with Bush)- another possible example of the misuse of secrecy amounting to an insurrection (especially considering the entire range of illegal secret policies from Iran dealings to Contra-cocaine trafficking during this time). Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/deep-state-donald-trump-conspiracy-theory-alex-jones-steve-bannon-alt-right-a8525521.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/2chambers/wp/2012/11/28/what-is-the-gang-of-eight-and-whos-in-it/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-deep-state-is-all-too-real-congress-chevron-delegation-civics-hunter-biden-985ed65e
https://www.amacad.org/daedalus/administrative-state
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/26/1131590735/did-the-so-called-deep-state-protect-the-country-from-trump   https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jan/17/ronald-reagan-alzheimers-president-son
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1986/12/05/the-stormy-siege-of-don-regan/e77d4a1c-d806-4e6e-ba44-5646f9b89bbc/
https://www.vera.org/news/fifty-years-ago-today-president-nixon-declared-the-war-on-drugs
https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=nejpp
https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/10012/13967/VanKoughnett_Ryan.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/us/pentagon-papers-vietnam-war.html\
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jan/17/ronald-reagan-alzheimers-president-son
https://www.history.com/news/reagan-health-25th-amendment
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/new-claim-about-iran-hostage-crisis-sabotage-may-change-narrative-of-carter-presidency
Even more shocking evidence of misuse of secrecy, and delegated power by Republicans, Right wing officials has been exposed about US Intel (national security establishment) plots. The CIA ran secret torture, death camps in Vietnam where 200,000 entered and never left; they relocated 8.5 million civilians into internment camps, secretly bombed Laos, Cambodia, and shipped opium back to the United States, where it became a weapon against veterans, blacks, the Left, anti-war protesters- along with heroin, LSD and other poisons, intentionally studied during CIA MKULTRA research for weapons with psychological effects, and then deployed against the public. The government waged counterinsurgency warfare- against its own citizens via J Edgar Hoover's Cointelpro, also MKULTRA using mass poisoning and addiction- even against teenagers, students in the “war on drugs” opium warfare/mass poisoning. In addition to operation MKULTRA, which also used mass experimentation on citizens using other forms of chemical and biological warfare, and the development of a host of “less lethal” weapons that degrade, disrupt, and ultimately destroy their targets- like the famous Tuskegee syphilis experiment, MKCHAOS was the CIA program directly targeting Americans. Then the KUBARK torture was used inside prisons, and outside, modeled after the Soviet/East German Stasi Zersetzung program, called KUBARK torture. Historically, US Intel is not only anti-democratic- through control of secrets- just to name one information warfare method- but they need secrecy as they developed and use cruel and inhumane weapons of war against US political targets like blacks, the Left, workers- even children- because they are ideological zealots and sociopaths at war against their perceived “enemies” within the country- illegal, immoral Cointelpro-style counterinsurgency warfare- insurrection- against US citizens, voters. No wonder the politicized government insiders want to control secrets at any cost.  They would not stay in power if voters knew what they were doing. High Confidence.
McCoy  https://www.democracynow.org/2006/2/17/professor_mccoy_exposes_the_history_of
CIA in Vietnam https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/secret-origins-cias-torture-program-and-forgotten-man-who-tried-expose-it/
LSD https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Midnight_Climax 

Cointelpro https://mronline.org/2007/01/05/a-legacy-of-torture-from-cointelpro-to-the-patriot-act/ https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/fbi-targets-new-generation-black-activists
Kubark torture https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-002
https://exploringyourmind.com/the-harvard-experiment-that-led-to-the-unabomber/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2000/06/harvard-and-the-making-of-the-unabomber/378239/

https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/classracecorporatepower/vol8/iss1/3/
Anti-black https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/fbi-targets-new-generation-black-activists
https://sites.williams.edu/jjames/files/2020/06/Joy-James-ed.-Warfare-in-the-American-Homeland_-Policing-and-Prison-in-a-Penal-Democracy-Duke-University-Press-2007.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/book/30023/chapter-abstract/255710039?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/06/29/no-questions-asked/intelligence-cooperation-countries-torture
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-fbi-intel-rules-worry-critics/
https://www.brennancenter.org/media/10908/download
Republicans of this extreme view of representatives' stand-alone power, independent of the voters who elect them, argue that the Presidency, as top executive office/authority (not necessarily the President him/herself) can do things that are illegal- and unless caught, forced to stop by other branches of government, there is no crime (“what do you want the law to say?”). As to secrets, perhaps some of the truth will eventually be released to inform the electorate of sensitive matters after the fact- when necessary; such seems to be the fate about secrets regarding the death of JFK in the news this year; Biden just announced the final records won't be released after all. Reporting, and government leaks to verify reporting, with and without official agreement are the way much of this sensitive information eventually reaches the public- disguised as a leak. It's a sort of game, or ruse. Voters remain ignorant.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/10/31/jfk-assassination-cia-files-full-disclosure/
Worse, if elected officials are dishonest or corrupt- it's nearly impossible to keep politicians honest if they are allowed to keep secrets, resist  accountability required by divided government under the Constitution.  Politicians will spend tremendous levels of public and party resources and state power, use clandestine violence to keep this kind of secrets secret, to stay in power and avoid consequences- both from Constitutionally mandated oversight- and their own citizens; as much or more so than from foreign powers, “threats”.  THIS is the real “insider threat” that Lincoln warned us about in his Lyceum Address. Doubly so if the national security establishment deliberately recruits or nurtures corrupt representatives- Freshman Congressman Nixon was seemingly aided by the DOJ/FBI during the trumped-up House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) Red Scare investigations; Reagan was an FBI informant, Bush Sr. was a former CIA chief and life-long associate, his son gained power through nepotism, including foreign government support, crony skullduggery and “national security establishment” assistance. This level of voter, taxpayer- and power- abusing government partisan  support to  Right wing politicians is tantamount to an insurrection (as is similar corporate influence operations that finance, nurture officials both partisan and pro-corporate like the Supreme Court Justices). “A Republic, if you can keep it”- Ben Franklin said of Representative government. High Confidence.
Unitary Executive Doctrine https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1ft83xf https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/william-barr-has-long-history-abusing-civil-rights-and-liberties-name https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/ford-nixon-pardon-trump/
Nixon HUAC, FBI Red Scare https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/document-deep-dive-richard-nixons-application-join-fbi-180950329/ https://time.com/6235552/the-fbi-has-always-been-political/
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAnixon.htm
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/21/j-edgar-hoover-public-enemy-no-1
Reagan FBI informant https://www.salon.com/2012/08/19/ronald_reagan_informant/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/this-is-not-the-first-time-the-fbi-has-interfered-with-a-presidential-election/    https://www.counterpunch.org/2003/09/16/imperial-sociopaths
Bush https://therealnews.com/george-h-w-bush-war-criminal-cia-spy-oil-tycoon-embodiment-of-us-elite    https://irp.fas.org/congress/1998_cr/980507-l.htm
SCOTUS https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/leo-alito-court-curruption/
Plutocracy- rule by (corrupt) special interests- often in secret. Elections are shams or largely manipulated by special interests. Oligarchy is specifically plutocracy rule by the rich; such as when the rich can give unlimited money to sway, control, corrupt representatives, the electorate, or elections.
Authoritarianism- Power concentrated in the hands of few: rule for the sake of power itself, and the needs, agenda, or whims of the rulers. Often accompanies plutocracy, economic control of the political process. Often takes place with help of the military or intelligence/security establishment, like Rome's Praetorian guard, or the Soviet Union's KGB.
Of course, if the US has already become a plutocracy, or an oligarchy- a corrupt authoritarian government, and is on the way to dictatorship, then an insurgency has taken place already. And we know clearly that an insurgency is also underway in 2024; the first attempt failed in 2020, but the same party and leader are going to get a second chance this year. But what of secrets, hidden insurgencies already past, that may have prepared the way for this currently highly visible coup, already set us up for oligarchy, authoritarianism? As I've already foreshadowed, this is not the first time that voters' will has been subverted, leading to an illegitimate government. This briefing is to help voters, citizens know their options and plan for the future. Medium to High Confidence.
US is an oligarchy https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/jimmy-carter-u-s-is-an-oligarchy-with-unlimited-political-bribery-63262/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/cbo-american-wealth-inequality/
https://www.businessinsider.com/major-study-finds-that-the-us-is-an-oligarchy-2014-4
Prior insurgencies: The Civil War was at least one of the first nation-wide insurgency, followed by the counterinsurgency of the Reconstruction, and subsequent counter-counterinsurgency in the South leading to the effective disenfranchisement, widespread, systemic racism, economic bondage of black ex-slaves into poverty. Political scapegoating by the KKK, Jim Crow, and the myth of the Southern noble lost cause, white victimhood, and the use of militarized policing to oppress blacks, minorities supported the continued Southern counterrevolution, as the entire country became radicalized by white supremacy, racism, as a result of winning the war but losing the persistent insurrection. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article/46/1/53/102853/White-Supremacy-Terrorism-and-the-Failure-of
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/a-profound-demand-to-make-good-on-the-promises-of-freedom-180978924/
Coup, insurrection defined https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/13/politics/insurrection-sedition-coup-january-6/index.html   https://scholarworks.uark.edu/etd/4590/
https://www.salon.com/2021/02/07/the-capitol-raid-the-trump-inauguration-and-cointelpro-protest-and-terrorism
Additional insurgencies: There have been many prior insurgencies, many of them in secret- and an ongoing clandestine Bush/Cheney Intelligence warfare counterinsurgency, the “war on terror” now vying for power with the most recent Right wing overt insurgency of Trump and the MAGA movement, sponsored by the Saudis and Russia. This is why the question of secrecy and legitimacy is so important for voters to sort out this year- hopefully this briefing will help. Moderate to High Confidence.
Bush/Cheny insurgency https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/vice-vs-the-real-dick-cheney https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2011/08/remembering-why-americans-loathe-dick-cheney/244306/ https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/12/leadup-iraq-war-timeline/
Saudis 9.11 Bush https://theintercept.com/2021/09/11/september-11-saudi-arabia/
https://www.salon.com/2004/03/12/unger_2/ https://www.npr.org/2021/09/12/1036389448/biden-declassifies-secret-fbi-report-detailing-saudi-nationals-connections-to-9-
MAGA insurgency https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2022/05/jared-kushner-affinity-partners-saudi-arabia https://theintercept.com/2018/03/21/jared-kushner-saudi-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-salman/
Secrets and conspiracies. A conspiracist traffics in conspiracies to do harm to the trust citizens have in their government, country. Or to mislead, disrupt the flow of information necessary for citizens to elect  representatives, to participate meaningfully and substantially in democratic decision making. These kinds of acts de-legitimize democratic government; their actors hurt the country. When done purposefully, it is a type of attack on the country. However, a government insurgency by the Right wing Intelligence Agencies uses secrecy, the “war of terror”, and the accusation/label of “conspiracist”, “extremism”, “radicalization”, “subversive “ itself to keeping its own secrets, since US Intelligence operates conspiracies by definition- secret government sponsored programs. A label of “suspected conspiracist” can be a pretext for opening preliminary inquiries, investigating targets, and ultimately for declaring counterinsurgency warfare against human rights defenders, critics, even just voters seeking the truth. “Leakers” sometimes preform vital public service when they reveal information that the government is deliberately hiding on illegal abuse of power, or official programs designed to deceive or manipulate voters, even hide corrupt officials, programs; the leaked Pentagon Papers, Watergate reporting, the full 9/11 Committee reports (hiding Saudi involvement) are examples of the latter. High Confidence.
Snowden US mass surveillance leaks https://www.wired.com/2014/08/edward-snowden/
Defining “conspiracism” as “terrorism”- the new way to fix “leaks”
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/local-fbi-field-office-warns-conspiracy-theory-driven-domestic-extremists-n1038441
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10226869/
https://www.start.umd.edu/publication/terrorism-and-conspiracy-theories-view-3n-model-radicalization
A corrupt government tries to stop leaks, control information especially news of its corruption. In extreme cases, it uses secrecy as a pretext, or tool to take control of the government; “plumbers” fix leaks of illegal partisan domestic government activity that would end in loss at re-election of the President in power, or secrecy about the use of this very same counterinsurgency warfare against opposition parties, leaders, voters themselves- for example of a program of opium warfare poisoning, addicting, then criminalizing, using mass imprisonment of enough voters to manipulate the outcome of elections, ( “war on drugs”,“war on the Left”, “war on terror”-  treating opposition voters, political activists, organizers, journalists as if they themselves were the “enemy”, “security threats”, terrorists.) High Confidence.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2007/06/27/cia-was-heavily-involved-in-probing-news-leaks/
https://www.justsecurity.org/86404/preventing-intelligence-leaks-lets-start-over/
https://www.vox.com/2017/6/9/15768216/chelsea-manning-interview-abc-news
https://history.wisc.edu/publications/the-politics-of-heroin-cia-complicity-in-the-global-drug-trade/
https://ourtimepress.com/cia-drugs-social-control-black-folks/
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://www.salon.com/2013/12/14/timothy_learys_liberation_and_the_cias_experiments_lsds_amazing_psychedelic_history/
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/13/1186778651/crack-cocaine-epidemic-when-crack-was-king-donovan-x-ramsey
https://ips-dc.org/the_cia_contras_gangs_and_crack/
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/terrorism-fbi-political-dissent/
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi
https://fair.org/home/the-fbi-appears-to-be-engaged-in-a-modern-day-version-of-cointelpro/
https://ecor.network/userfiles/files/17)%20Brendan%20McQuade%20-%20The%20New%20COINTELPRO%20and%20the%20Modern%20Pinkertons.%20Political%20policing%20in%20the%20United%20States.pdf
Yes, “Conspiracists” can be threats- those who either make up or use low confidence sources as if they were certain don't have to be malevolent actors; they may inadvertently harm democracy by creating misinformation, disinformation, or even unwittingly engaging in information warfare- efforts to try to confuse the public, cause mistrust in government, or harm voters, distort elections through falsehood. The so-called “useful idiot” is one type of unwitting or foolish conduit of confusion or bad information- in Intelligence parlance. Disinformation, manipulation, psy ops, and information warfare are intentional  methods to interfere with informed voters acting together to exercise majority rule, legitimate government. These often rely on witting and unwitting participants. However the reverse is even more important. Citizens are the source of legitimate governing authority in our democratic republic. Involved voters and citizen activists keep politicians, representatives honest as a basic function of Constitutional democracy. When governments, or parties use these manipulative methods to,influence, win elections, it is they are acting as “conspiracists” no less than other malevolent foreign or domestic actors- the “insider threat” is the most to be feared, as are officers engaged in insurrection.

Leakers,  journalists, and activists may reveal damaging secrets, and real government conspiracies  with intent to serve the public good and make government misdeeds known to voters so that corrections can be made to keep democracy strong, safe from abuse. “Plumbers”- CIA contractors the CIA used to find and disrupt “leaks”, were actually harming democracy by trying to disrupt, destroy public servants who were whistleblowing by exposing illegal, immoral, and highly partisan secret activity. They were also preparing to conduct secret skullduggery against democracy itself by sabotaging Nixon's legitimate political opposition. Leakers and whistleblowers revealed corruption by the military in the Vietnam War, US Intelligence participation in secret experimentation on the public, torture at home and abroad, mass murder abroad, and the corruption of partisan politicians and officers involved in all these things, who used secrecy to cover up their illegal activities, resist oversight, evade informing voters of their real plans, actions. These criminals were insurrectionist, acting as the worst sort of republicans (elected officials acting without regard to their constituents) purely as self-interested individuals, partisans, without regard to the welfare of the country. In particular, Nixon's use of CIA agents,  “contractors” to bug the Democratic National Convention offices, ahead of his re-election run, as part of a larger insurrection plot. (He used the “unitary executive” theory of republican executive power- “If the President does it, it can't be illegal”, as a justification for his particularly blatant abuse of power against the Constitution.)

John Yoo, Deputy Attorney General under Bush Jr. famously said the same thing about torture, “what do you want the law to say?” It's increasingly well documented that the Bush/Cheney administration- from Jeb Bush manipulation of Florida's voter rolls, to the “Brooks Brothers riot” composed of Congressional staff threatening violence to halt the legitimate vote recount in Miami-Dade county, to SCOTUS halting the vote recount in Florida 4 days early, then calling the victory for Bush Jr, -with 3 of 5 voters appointed by Bush Sr. in the 5 to 4 partisan majority- was tantamount to an insurrection; likewise the  Bush “re-election” as a “war President” -when his patron, the Saudis were heavily involved in the 9/11 attack, not the Iraqis, al Qaeda- by raising the “terror threat level” in an October Surprise just ahead of the 2004 re-election- all these things add together to amount to willful circumventing of the will of the voters, the democratic process, and thus an insurrection. The Bush/Cheney counterinsurgency warfare “war on terror” also empowered the government to wage secret partisan warfare against domestic political opponents- just like Nixon-era/J Edgar Hoover Cointelpro warfare against civil rights leaders, the Left, labor organizers, etc. This new round of counterinsurgency war once again targeted blacks, the Left, Unions, as well as immigrants, Muslims, environmentalists, pipeline protesters, animal rights activists, and “anti-capitalists” from the Occupy Wall Street movement, etc. in a more harmful and aggressive secret warfare than its predecessor, incorporating mass surveillance and information technology (IT) as well as newly enhanced KUBARK torture outside of detention (see Appendix). High Confidence.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/dec/24/uselections2000.usa2
Cointelpro https://www.amazon.com/Question-Torture-Interrogation-American-Project/dp/0805082484
https://mronline.org/2007/01/05/a-legacy-of-torture-from-cointelpro-to-the-patriot-act/
KUBARK torture https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-002
School of the Americas https://irp.fas.org/congress/1997_rpt/soarpt.htm 

https://truthout.org/articles/the-school-of-the-americas-the-cia-and-the-us-condoned-cancer-of-torture-continues-to-spread-in-latin-america-including-mexico/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Politics_of_Cruelty:_An_Essay_on_the_Literature_of_Political_Imprisonment  https://ccrjustice.org/torture-us-prisons
https://unredacted.com/2014/04/15/the-cias-declassified-torture-handbook-how-to-create-a-world-of-fear-terror-anxiety-dread/
https://sites.williams.edu/jjames/files/2020/06/Joy-James-ed.-Warfare-in-the-American-Homeland_-Policing-and-Prison-in-a-Penal-Democracy-Duke-University-Press-2007.pdf
Counterinsurgency War against political “threats”, “enemies”: As an intelligence agency, the FBI uses post 9/11 war authorities of the office of the Presidency to investigate, and engage in counterinsurgency warfare against “possible threats”, “subversives”, “enemies”,  “conspirators” using laws allowing warfare against individuals and groups such as “racial identity extremists” (blacks, civil rights leaders), “extremists”, “subversives”, “conspiracists”, “terrorists”. Speaker Newt Gingrich declared such a war on “the Left” in 1990, calling the Left among other things “traitors”- he was not speaking metaphorically but justifying the widening counterinsurgency war against targets on the Left; whereas blacks have always been targeted. How? “Suspects” are identified/rounded up, placed under scrutiny- sometimes roughed up physically. Their dossiers are opened. Informants are tasked to gather information, make provocations. Suspects/targets are put under pressure- at home, social lives, work- agents make “inquiries”. Good targets are pressed, induced to become informants themselves, others are placed in full “investigation” for crimes- informants recruited in the family, friends, work, church. Drug use is a common provocation. KUBARK torture outside detention begins: social and family crisis, isolation, health problems, trauma, distress, loss of job, status, wiretapping, radicalization algorithms in social media, sleep deprivation, poisoning, vandalism, theft, blackmail, harassment all leading to inescapable distress, trauma, pain. Arrest if possible otherwise indefinite degradation, corrosion,“disruption”- and ultimately “destruction”. Depression, suicide, cancer are common final scenarios, as are “accidents”. (See Appendix).

As I write this briefing, the US House is facing a vote to reauthorize US counterinsurgency warfare authorizations- the 9/11 authorizations expired at the end of 2023. There is no reasonable rationalization for the re-authorization of war time Intelligence war powers today, other than that the US Intelligence Agencies have taken power and are at war. It is critical to oppose this re-authorization.

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4457065-house-reauthorization-fisa-702-surveillance-powers-as-soon-as-next-week/
More modern, secret warfare operations- than J Edgar Hoover's Cointelpro up to 1975- succeed where Nixon and his co-conspirators failed, in part due to today's information technology, mass surveillance, and ubiquitous army of  informants recruited as a result of mass incarceration, parole, probation from the “war on drugs”. Also there are now hundreds of thousands of military/Intelligence special operators trained in counterinsurgency warfare, experienced in pacification of entire countries, and KUBARK torture from the Bush-era war in Central America, then the so-called “war on terror”. The FBI, US Intel aren't just a spy, surveillance, “investigation” paramilitary organization, they engage in counterinsurgency warfare, dirty tricks, skullduggery, “special operations”, “wet work” “disruption”- name your euphemism, “active measures”, state-sponsored political violence including KUBARK torture, poisoning, destruction, murder- against the American people, US voters themselves. Like all civil wars, this secret Right wing authoritarian insurrection attracts the malicious with “appetites and ambitions”, is illegal, immoral, corrupt, unconstitutional- just like our current leaders. Just like the prior counterinsurgency wars- the 1920s and1950s Red Scares, the 1960s Cold War and “war on drugs” opium warfare, the Gingrich/Bush Sr.1990s “war on the Left”, the 9/11 Bush/Cheney 2000's “war on terror”, the current  post-Trump “war on terror” counterinsurgency war is against both the Left, and the MAGA Right, claims a new “centrist” political orientation (but why should US Intelligence warfare be politicized in the first place?). It is also unmistakably an ongoing insurrection, since the number of citizens targeted are more than enough to determine, influence, manipulate electoral outcomes. High Confidence.
That's right, the US Right views blacks, the Left, immigrants, labor as insurgents against their country, power, control, wealth.
What is counterinsurgency warfare? The methods are: divide, discredit, degrade, disrupt, destroy. The classic model from the Inquisition to WWII to the Gulf Wars: “suspects” are rounded up, roughed up. They're interviewed and tortured to gain information, confessions. Then they're tortured until control is achieved- they're sent out to be informants. Those that resist are broken, or killed- often gruesomely, for defying authority. Repeat until the “problem” resistance is gone. Yes, millions could die, yes, it's shocking, immoral, brutality. And it's being done domestically right now vvia militarized police, Intel fusion centers in major cities, FBI local field offices in blue cities, states, and mass surveillance, mass incarceration, radicalized courts, torture in prisons, an army of informants, etc.
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/jun/06/uselections2000.usa
Tom Ridge 2004 terror threat levels election https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna32501273
https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=nejpp
https://history.wisc.edu/publications/the-politics-of-heroin-cia-complicity-in-the-global-drug-trade/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10999949.2022.2104601
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/civil-rights/552552-shining-a-light-on-cointelpros-wrong-headed-and-dangerous/  https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi
https://www.npr.org/2018/01/26/580677742/the-massive-case-of-collective-amnesia-the-fbi-has-been-political-from-the-start
https://www.pathfinderpress.com/products/cointelpro-fbis-secret-war-on-political-freedom_by-nelson-blackstock
The hidden agenda of most Right wing counterinsurgencies above: they say they are for “national security” and a strong defense. But they are really colonialists enterprises- using empire, military and counterinsurgency power, colonial control and exploitation- the methods are the goals, not security, self-defense; but power for power's sake- and economic wealth for their rich backers- thus our massive military and intelligence spending, forever wars, frozen conflicts around the world, and an expanding number of militarized operating bases internationally and at home (like the huge police “training center” and warehouse complex being built south of Atlanta called Cop City- hard against black “Chocolate City” and hundreds of similar CIA bases, fortified embassies, military outposts around the world.) Both global operations, and domestic control are necessary for colonial domination. Further, colonialism, since it is at its heart extraction using force- it is necessarily de-stabilizing and causes conflict, not increases security. It is offensive, not defensive. Colonialism uses the following strategies to control, dominate neighbors, the region (so called “sphere of influence”), and especially for global domination- like the British, Nazis, Soviets, before us, and from whom we have drawn domination technology. US. Colonialism uses militarism, white supremacy, white nationalism, imperialism and corporate, oligarch capitalism as strategies. And the rich love it because forever war, using borrowed money, makes them richer. Eisenhower warned us of the military-industrial complex- back in 1960.

Dick Cheney is the embodiment of a top leader with corrupt personal and ideological interests who openly called for maintaining US global domination as a “sole superpower”; the very definition of megalomania. He was a leader exemplifying the colonialist agenda personally and politically. Unrepentant for torture, war crimes, he shot a friend while hunting, and drinking- then made the friend apologize. He's taken $billions in contracts for his own corporation in which he still has a stake, and he rejected his LGBTQ daughter., but engages in nepotism for another  daughter to reach national office, act as his apologist. Dick Cheney personally embodies the colonial power leadership ethos: he served most of his life as a politician, government administrator due to a personal network of like minded cronies; success through party members in government; he had no education or training for government work. He had a troubled past, alcohol problems until then got into government work- with an anti-government agenda! He and his children personally benefited from his office; his oil company got over $40 billion in unrelated war contracts. The pattern is remarkable similar to the current GOP candidate, or to George Bush Jr.

While Cheney embodies colonialism of the 2000s, from counterinsurgency warfare in Iraq and Afghanistan- extractive colonial conquest of the Middle east- the war was of vast benefit for his peers in the oil industry as well, Saudi patrons, and he advocated for war, torture un-apologetically without regret or remorse; Trump is simply repeating these antisocial patterns, drawing on his extensive criminal background as a  high-profile fraud, confidence man, with ties to organized crime in New York, Las Vegas, foreign governments, and the entertainment industry, family nepotism, money laundering disguised as a successful real estate development company, willingness to embrace special interests, and an almost-comical overabundance of malignant narcissism- he enjoys sexual conquest, the sport of open public deception, daily feeds on adulation, crudity (remember him telling sexual jokes to the Boy Scouts), and also the self-mortification causing rage from daily personal overexposure of his ignorance, dishonesty, egotism. Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi
https://www.npr.org/2018/01/26/580677742/the-massive-case-of-collective-amnesia-the-fbi-has-been-political-from-the-start
https://www.nytimes.com/1990/09/20/opinion/the-politics-of-slash-and-burn.html
https://www.wbur.org/npr/662906525/combative-tribal-angry-newt-gingrich-set-the-stage-for-trump-journalist-says
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/11/newt-gingrich-says-youre-welcome/570832/
https://theintercept.com/2019/09/14/fbi-mike-german-book/
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/terrorism-fbi-political-dissent/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/local-fbi-field-office-warns-conspiracy-theory-driven-domestic-extremists-n1038441
https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/the-administration/327413-how-the-intel-community-was-turned-into-a-political/
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/terrorism-fbi-political-dissent/
https://time.com/4384963/nypd-scandal-history/
counterinsurgency guide https://irp.fas.org/eprint/ci-glossary.pdf
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/trump-boy-scout-jamboree-speech.html
[The tools of colonialism: Nationalism is exceptional dedication to the country one lives in (not always bad), but combined with supremacy- a desire, commitment to being the top country, having dominance and control- racism- a commitment to one ethnicity, racial group, militarism- is preference for achieving goals via war, military violence, and imperialism- capturing an empire, taking control of other land, people, resources for one's own ends. Together, colonialism is one of the most powerful force for evil in the 20th Century filled brutish ideologies, world wars, ethnic cleansing, and weapons of mass destruction, remains dominant today. Colonialism is seen as a cautionary tale for most of the world- but is still a goal for our leaders. And it is at odds with our democracy, national interests, human rights, morality, human development, and a majority of our people. Medium to High Confidence.]
Tools of colonialism https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/colonialism
 white supremacy https://ijpsl.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Colonialism-Imperialism-White-Supremacy_Hema-Georgina-Biswas-1.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/white-supremacy-returned-mainstream-politics/
militarism- extraordinary military spending https://www.thenation.com/article/world/america-militarism-ukraine-king/ https://blog.ucsusa.org/jknox/defense-spending-reaches-record-high-as-pentagon-fails-its-audit-for-fifth-time/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1969/04/the-new-american-militarism/660873/
US imperialism https://www.npr.org/2019/02/18/694700303/the-history-of-american-imperialism-from-bloody-conquest-to-bird-poop
US took over British imperialism https://time.com/6259453/british-imperialist-origins-us-denial/
modern colonialism Corporate Globalization https://www.jstor.org/stable/40241548
https://medium.com/training-the-mind-to-see-new-horizons/the-colonization-of-your-mind-a-short-story-of-counter-insurgency-in-the-americas-240808170abc
In order to attain, keep global domination, militarism is necessary in every aspect of society: police, intelligence, military, corporations, and the economy. The necessity of maintaining the largest military, outspending, and controlling, threatening, violently dominating all other competitors, designating them“enemies”, and a commitment to forever warfare, violence, force -especially secret warfare, counterinsurgency operations, torture, political control to achieve these goals. We publicly fool ourselves that our freedom and generosity  result in global good will and admiration for our “way of life”, but for economic, political global domination, extraordinary total war is required. A global empire that spreads our values, economy, and people worldwide is part of how domination, control is achieved. We use secrecy, information warfare, disinformation, and above all else extraordinary levels of control, violence to hide the violence, control, extraction. The beneficiaries of US colonialism primarily go to a very small minority of insiders- the rich, corporations, contractors, politicians, and the military/Intel operatives who enforce this system of control; because colonialism as a system operates domestically in tandem with foreign colonialism, domestic colonialism serves the same concentration of wealth and power, enriching a diminishingly small number of corporations, shareholders, the country's richest, using the same violence at home assisted by an army of  police, agents, officers, politicians, advocates, operatives, vigilantes, volunteers, useful idiots, to harvest as much the wealth and resources the colonial system can extract shy of revolt. Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-wealth-income-concentration-resume-upward-climb-post-pandemic-era-2023-10-09/
60 million people control ½ the world's wealth- as  much as the remaining 8 billion people  https://www.visualcapitalist.com/global-wealth-distribution/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/richest-1-bag-nearly-twice-much-wealth-rest-world-put-together-over-past-two-years
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/07/opinion/leonhardt-income-inequality.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/corporate-capture-threatens-democratic-government/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/5466114
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/affiliates/chapters/mediaconcentration
https://billmoyers.com/2015/05/13/life-amidst-poverty/
[A rough formula for estimating the number of people needed to control an organization/country is the square root of “N” number of insiders- for the US, a country of less than 400 million, that would mean 18-20  million cooperators needed: current and former military (12m), security clearance holders (2m), military contractors (2 m- overlap with prior group), US Intel and informants (1m plus 10m?- probation, parole, former inmates etc.), Homeland Security, Immigration, prison, police (2m+), first responders (2m), healthcare (2m), Rightwing ecosphere/operatives (1m), militia, vigilantes (2m)...all organized after the 9/11 attacks for the “war on terror” that was then deployed domestically after testing in Iraq, as another round of counterinsurgency warfare (after Cointelpro, the Reagan/Bush era “war on drugs against blacks, the Left, minorities, Muslims, unions, environmentalists, “subversives”, “extremists”...The Bush/Gingrich “war on the Left”, Bush/Cheney “war on terror” contractors...etc.]

A legitimate threat? Records show around 500 cases of domestic terrorism since 9/11, more have been Right wing terrorism than jihadist. Reportedly, aside from the 3,000 deaths on 9/11, there have been around 260 deaths in the USA from terrorism in 20 years from 1996-2014. There have been 3-4 times as many deaths by dog bites/maulings in the same period, to gain perspective on relative risks. And a majority of those deaths- apart from 9/11, were from Right wing extremists, not jihadists. Not to diminish them, the war on terror resulted in about 7,000 US military casualties, and perhaps as many as  4.5 million total casualties.

https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START_AmericanTerrorismDeaths_FactSheet_Oct2015.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/inevitably-the-politics-of-terror-fear-has-become-part-of-washingtons-power-struggle/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/9/18/war-of-terror-legal-colonialism
https://eji.org/news/nixon-war-on-drugs-designed-to-criminalize-black-people/
https://ldi.upenn.edu/our-work/research-updates/the-war-on-drugs-as-structural-racism/
https://www.npr.org/2012/02/14/146862081/the-history-of-the-fbis-secret-enemies-list
https://www.csis.org/analysis/pushed-extremes-domestic-terrorism-amid-polarization-and-protest
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/29/world/obamas-leadership-in-war-on-al-qaeda.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/15/war-on-terror-911-deaths-afghanistan-iraq/
And my perspective? I am a human rights activist, speaking out against torture, corruption not a leaker. I am a former officer, sworn to uphold and defend the Constitution and installed in office by Congress. I am heartsick at the depth of corruption I have discovered, the abuse I've received, the subversion of democracy so far, and even greater peril I see ahead for us in 2024.
Back to secrets. This analysis is not a “leak”; I do not share secret information, or government information of any sort except a few publicly available reports, and in my work with the government I had limited access to classified information. My sources are open, mainstream media and academic research. There are no “leaks” here.  However, I do use my experience and training as an analyst, and experience doing government service, and being subject to partisan counterinsurgency warfare, the politics of personal destruction as part of my understanding of the real inner workings of the current insurgency. Out of government, I have been subject to increasing counterinsurgency terror and torture, as I continue policy research and human rights advocacy. This is the most important analysis and factual reporting that citizens and voters need ahead of the November 2024 federal election that I can present. In this regard I am functioning as a kind of a whistleblower on government abuse of power, corruption for the purpose of constructive civil engagement, reform, voter education and claim these legal and social protections.

Standards of certainty: Intel uses certainty levels roughly corresponding to judicial evidentiary standards. Moderate is a consensus of experts or leading experts and credible first hand account(s). A preponderance (majority) view. High confidence is eye-witness testimony and/or supporting documents, expert opinion. To a moral certainty, and beyond a reasonable doubt. Moderate to High is historical agreement and or substantive peer reviewed research, mainstream journalism, confirmation by experts. Low to Moderate on the low side of Moderate is some mainstream reporting and analysis by experts, journalists beyond speculation- reasonable suspicion with articulable facts.

The FBI, as discussed, views conspiracies (speculation, low certainty evidence) as potentially dangerous to the country's national security- just as the CIA views “leaks” as a potential type of security threat, even a type of ”terrorism”, that warrants counterinsurgency “investigation”, “disruption” warfare, criminal prosecution if possible, KUBARK torture in response (I will discuss the problems this overreaction, insurgency causes below) and if all else fails, destruction. It also uses “national security” concerns to hide its own partisan agenda, and to prosecute its own secret political war against blacks, the Left, immigrants, minorities, labor...all the targets that threaten its control, or that it despises ideologically. Given this dangerous, fraught environment for official accusation of terrorism, I attempt to evaluate and summarize the level of certainty of my main points, document them with mainstream citations, media, reporting, fact based evidence to avoid the appearance, charge of conspiracism- like national security analysts do. My goal is to prevent falling into the type of low-level speculation that can even possibly be mistaken for conspiracy, even though my motives are not to harm the government or the country in any way- just the opposite- and I have 30 years of community, government service, human rights activism, high cost whistleblowing to back this up.

Conspiracists are terrorists https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/local-fbi-field-office-warns-conspiracy-theory-driven-domestic-extremists-n1038441
https://time.com/6235552/the-fbi-has-always-been-political/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/23/revealed-how-the-fbi-targeted-environmental-activists-in-domestic-terror-investigations
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/ https://theintercept.com/2019/09/14/fbi-mike-german-book/
https://www.newsweek.com/white-house-report-anti-capitalism-illegal-domestic-terrorism-1602506
https://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/disrupt-discredit-and-divide-how-the-new-fbi-damages-democracy/
This briefing in its entirety is aimed to alert voters of the threats and opportunities at play historically and today, empower them to counter the many types of abuses of power, anti-democratic voter manipulation, and other threats by government, insurgents, partisans, foreign actors they are likely to face in 2024. There is considerable threat to both our democracy and to voters, protesters, and activists before, during, and after the expected upcoming 2024 insurgency.
Finding #1 Many of our current high ranking elected officials have themselves or close family members with suspect/corrupt financial ties, emoluments, bribes, business relations with foreign governments. The US government is as a whole, and in its parts, corrupt. Agent of foreign powers are ubiquitous. The US Intelligence agencies responsible for the security of government are either failing or using this corruption for their own partisan goals- they are themselves part of the corruption. High Confidence.
The Supreme Court has made it harder to find elected officials guilty of corruption through recent rulings, coinciding with their own apparent corruption. They have opened up politics to unlimited dark money via the Citizens United ruling granting human rights to corporations. They have made the standards of evidence necessary to prove corruption very high. Justices continue the high profile appearance of corruption by taking expensive gifts from interested parties and the rich, and a majority have benefited from a vast partisan corporate dark money influence operation called The Federalist Society to place them in their offices. Chief Justice Roberts created a secret court to handle “secret” matters that is highly partisan and a rubber stamp for US Intelligence operations. High confidence.
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/leo-alito-court-curruption/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jul/11/supreme-court-republican-justices-shame-power-thomas-alito-roberts
https://www.propublica.org/article/we-dont-talk-about-leonard-leo-supreme-court-supermajority
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/external/document/XAGS3N8S000000/litigation-professional-perspective-the-supreme-court-s-continue
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2023/05/supreme-court-percoco-cuomo-corruption.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/oct/26/charles-koch-us-government-rightwing-supreme-court
Presidents- the Bush family and Trump clan give most corrupt officials a run for the money- so to speak. Nixon reportedly engaged in tax fraud, and his VP Agnew resigned over taking literal bags of cash- a literal bagman for the administration. But the Bush family put this type of low-level crime to shame by making as much as $1,477,000,000 through their public service. (A Bush grandfather was a top Army procurement official during WWI and reportedly made a fortune after on his “business contacts”; and Bush Sr.'s father was a Nazi sympathizer, Senator who sold arms to both sides in WWII). The Bush family was notoriously invested in the military industrial combine The Carlyle Group, while Cheney's Halliburton garnered $40,000,000,000 in defense contracts during the “war on terror”. Jeb Bush wade $millions off of post-Katrina hurricane federal contracts; Bush Jr. was a client of Saudi, Emirati oil money in his failed oil exploration business.

Trump and his family (via apparent co-conspirator, virtual bagman Kushner) got control of $2,000,000,000 in Saudi investment funds, up to $640,000,000 business gains while in office, a $800,000,000 government real estate loan, as much as $3,750,000 from Covid-19 PPP loans, over $5,000,000 from direct business with Trump properties/hotels, inaugural parties, and $hundreds of millions in legal fees, expenses, etc. from election  “campaign” funds. High Confidence.
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2022/05/jared-kushner-affinity-partners-saudi-arabia
https://theintercept.com/2018/03/21/jared-kushner-saudi-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-salman/
 https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/political-spotlight-carlyle-after-us-election-2021-11-03/
https://www.salon.com/2004/03/12/unger_2/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/dec/04/george-hw-bush-saudi-arabia-donald-trump
GOP candidates: Haley- The Washington Post recently published a devastating list of seemingly corrupt ties to Haley and her husband, for $millions. DeSantis is implicated in reported torture, and murder coverup at Gitmo. Hre's widely abused his authority as Governor of Florida for partisan gain in his run for President, and both candidates say they will paerdon Trump.
President Biden- Biden's son and brother give the appearance of access to business associates, and indeed seem to be able to invite contacts regularly to White House events. There is no known reporting suggesting any actual money flowing to Biden, but the appearance of corruption is the ethical standard for public officials, and Biden fails this test. Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2022/05/jared-kushner-affinity-partners-saudi-arabia
https://theintercept.com/2018/03/21/jared-kushner-saudi-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-salman/
 https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/political-spotlight-carlyle-after-us-election-2021-11-03/
https://www.salon.com/2004/03/12/unger_2/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/dec/04/george-hw-bush-saudi-arabia-donald-trump
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/12/22/nikki-haley-wealth/
Congress: 147 Congressmen, Senators voted to suspend voter certification of the Biden victory on January 6 despite having been evacuated from their proceeding by a violent mob who's goal was to interrupt the certification, disrupt, terrorize the lawmakers.

Many Congressmen actively trade stock, or have family who are investors, or employed by special interests, as well as taking unlimited dark money for their campaigns. A majority are millionaires. Minority Leader McConnell has made $35,000,000 while in office, much of it from his wife's family business with China. Nancy Pelosi seemingly used insider information to trade stocks- but these is some question if she herself controlled the trades. There are US laws to prosecute foreign leaders for corruption that do not apply to our own leaders. One NGO has a dossier on 15 members of Congress that are corrupt, but this is seemingly the tip of the iceberg. A great majority of voters, as a result of all of these things, don't trust government, and especially Congress, which has a 17% approval rating. High Confidence.
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2020/04/majority-of-lawmakers-millionaires/
https://us.transparency.org/news/congress-passes-landmark-law-to-criminally-prosecute-corrupt-foreign-leaders/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/storage.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/19205929/REPORT-FOR-PRINT.pdf
https://www.pogo.org/analysis/american-voters-say-corruption-is-a-concern-congress-should-heed-the-message
US Intelligence: Intelligence Agencies vastly increased their funding after their “failure” on 9/11; it's since been reported the CIA and FBI knew of elements of the attack, the President was forewarned by them, US Intelligence agencies, like the FBI and CIA, which was excluded from domestic operations after the 1975 post-Watergate, post-Cointelpro revelation of massive partisan interference, violence against US internal affairs, politics, and citizens. The Church Committee investigation and leaks of extensive domestic intelligence warfare, efforts to reform the Intelligence agencies only led to George Bush Sr., the former CIA chief, being elected to the White House, and him and his son, cronies controlling the White House, national intelligence programs for over 30 years.
Top security officers seem to be able to maintain their secrecy clearances, contacts, and  work as extremely lucrative contractors for corporations, governments and “interests” interpreting policy, regulations, and operations, and running interference with the counterinsurgency warfare operations as well as legal investigation of their clients- basically peddling their information and contacts for $millions: examples are Henry Kissinger, The Bush family, General Michael Flynn, FBI Counterintelligence chief McGonigal. Only McGonigal. NSA's Flynn faced consequences, and Flynn was pardoned by Trump. Some more civic minded officers move to academia or human rights NGOs and tell the public about what's done in secret to try to bring accountability, and restore the rule of law, keep the country a democracy, Like the FBI's Michael German, John Kiriakou, or whistleblowers Edward Snowden (NSA illegal spying on Americans), Chelsea Manning (government torture). Manning faced extreme sexual violence, torture while in prison- something not even the Russians have ever been accused of.  Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/12/14/fbi-new-york-spy-mcgonigal-russia/ https://theintercept.com/2023/11/29/henry-kissinger-death/
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/04/30/us/kissinger-and-friends-and-revolving-doors.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/170328/charles-mcgonigal-throw-2016-election
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/31/chelsea-manning-us-torture-un-official-wikileaks
https://theintercept.com/2015/01/19/cia-agent-jailed-john-kiriakous-long-road-era-torture/
Police: police have been fully co-opted into the partisan model of counterinsurgency warfare through militarized policing, federalization of funding for counter-terrorism equipment and training, and “fusion center” cooperation among police and US Intelligence agencies, like the FBI and CIA; the CIA was excluded from domestic operations after the 1975 post-Watergate, post-Cointelpro revelation of operations like MKULTRA, Op CHAOS, Op CONDOR, KUBARK torture: massive partisan interference in US democracy, mass violence against US citizens and foreign countries, human rights globally in the Cold War, “war on the Left, partisan “war on drugs”. Police continue to use ex ante policing, escalation, and “the stress test” on suspects to provoke violence, and the escalatory use of deadly force against “threats”, like in the Rodney King, George Floyd, Elijah McClain cases. Ex ante, “predictive policing”, mass surveillance, espionage, informants, Intelligence, profiling, guilt by association, and the use of disruption, destruction by police are part of the domestic operations of counterinsurgency warfare. High Confidence.
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/2016-17-vol-42/vol-42-no-1/police-militarization-and-the-war-on-citizens/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/paramedics-elijah-mcclain-death-ketamine-colorado-jury-ruling/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/12/17/the-hidden-cost-of-incarceration
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/end-mass-incarceration/social-economic-harm
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://www.aclu.org/documents/more-about-fusion-centershttps://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/ending-fusion-center-abuses    https://ccrjustice.org/torture-us-prisons
https://ir.law.fsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1570&context=articles
Military: Many top officials in public service, government, and the military have compromising relationships with corporations, personal business interests, family business, or with  the rich, while in office or when they leave office. The “revolving door” is particularly bad with military, regulatory, and legal officers. There is widespread reporting on infiltration of the military by white supremacists. The US military constantly uses fear and instability to create demands for increased spending, argues for more large weapon systems. The military is partisan in its composition and policy, despite claims of non-partisanship. Military policy and operations are often kept secret- like the extent of torture, counterinsurgency warfare, death of civilians in the “war on terror”. Their analysis of the effectiveness of their operations is often poor and/or misleading- as in Vietnam, Iraq/Gulf War II, Afghanistan. High Confidence.
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/political-spotlight-carlyle-after-us-election-2021-11-03/ 
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/mass-killings-of-civilians-in-counter-insurgency-killing-more-winning-more/
https://www.euronews.com/2023/05/17/millions-killed-in-aftermath-of-911-war-zones-finds-new-report https://phr.org/issues/torture/prevention/torture-in-u-s-national-security-detention/
costs of war https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01436590601027289
Military Industrial complex: the US is the world's arms merchant, spent $8,000,000,000,000 (of mostly borrowed money) in the “war on terror”, lavishly, secretly funding a literal army of contractors, mercenaries, and contracting companies, such as Right wing Peter Theil's Palantir for big data counterinsurgency warfare. It used the School of the Americas to teach allies KUBARK torture-based counterinsurgency warfare, then version 2.0 was perfected in Iraq before deployment to the US itself,  to replace Bush/Gingrich's “war on the Left” with the Bush Jr./Cheney “war on terror”. This year the US will spend $850 billion on “defense”, not counting Intelligence funding, dark money. This money is actually being spent to maintain US global domination, colonial power- largely in support of US corporations, the rich- not for “defense”. The military industrial+Intel complex profits off of the perception of threats and insecurity, not providing security. It heavily supports the Right wing political agenda of conflict and instability, control and domination, and maintaining wartime levels of military spending and the forever war fight to maintain global domination. Partisan military and contractors by  the millions can determine elections (just as millions incarcerated, or disenfranchised for non-violent lifestyle, mental health offenses can influence elections) in current tightly contested politics, swing states. High Confidence.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pentagon-budget-price-gouging-military-contractors-60-minutes-2023-05-21/ https://publicintegrity.org/politics/cheney-led-halliburton-to-feast-at-federal-trough/
https://www.icij.org/investigations/swiss-leaks/files-open-new-window-182-million-halliburton-bribery-scandal-nigeria/
https://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/WallStreet/story?id=7586756&page=1
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/pentagon-audit-budget-fraud/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/pentagon-budget-mystery-807276/
https://www.onthecommons.org/magazine/pentagon-budget-corruption-disguised-as-patriotism/index.html
Corporations: The Right, in support of Trump, and against pro-union Biden, in the 2022 midterms, continued Covid-19-sparked supply line inflation to target Biden's re-election, even though the public health crisis was mismanaged by Trump's Covid-19 delay, disinformation in the first place. Though pro-union, 43 years of anti-labor policy largely continue under Biden, like wage busting via open borders (despite a culture war against immigrants), and huge numbers of immigrant work visas in technical areas like IT and healthcare to keep wages from increasing. Inflation continues through corporate “greedflation”-aka “rent taking”, extortion, prior to the 2024 election, similar to how oil shock inflation was continued, enhanced by corporations to oust Jimmy Carter after his first term.

Big Oil is an excellent example of how right wing corporate interference has produced economic winners and losers. The Saudis, as Bush patrons, helped him get elected via the OPEC oil embargo and subsequent inflation for Carter (as well as Iran Hostage manipulation), while lining Bush family, crony  pockets as oilman, sinking Carter's green energy policies, renewing Big Oil subsidies, global colonial extraction by authoritarian strongmen. Bush's oil business, his Saudi and Emirati-supported son George, and oil business executive crony Dick Cheney also benefited personally and politically. High Confidence.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/30/climate-crimes-oil-and-gas-environment
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/dec/04/george-hw-bush-saudi-arabia-donald-trump
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1026171349507350200
https://www.salon.com/2018/12/08/george-h-w-bush-shaped-history-but-not-the-way-we-are-told_partner/
https://www.hrdive.com/news/labor-dept-aims-to-push-wage-level-adjustment-rule-for-h-1b-visas-to-2022/597192/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2007/12/bush200712
https://fortune.com/europe/2023/12/08/greedflation-study/
Wal-mart and the Koch Corporation: Nixon “opened to China”, turning from the Right's original “made in USA”,  America First industrial policy to union busting, wage busting, and manufacturing outsourced to Mexico, China almost overnight, as the Walton family's Wal-mart, the country's largest retailer, moved its massive supply line overseas after putting small town merchants out of business. The Koch brothers used a fortune they made skimming oil from the Osage Indians creating a global resources empire of timber, oil, agriculture- both Kochs and Waltons then spent generously on far Right wing political causes. After Reagan/Bush, Clinton did nothing to slow “globalization” at the expense of US workers, for the benefit US corporations, after the fall of the Soviet Union and a new round of US and global corporate colonialism. The Bush/Cheney “war on terror” was deliberately done to maintain US colonial globalization, dominance. Medium to High Confidence.
https://prospect.org/labor/wal-mart-swallows-china-s-economy-workers-fight-back/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/07/22/kochland-excerpt-senate-investigation-oil-theft-native-american-tribes-227412/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/vice-vs-the-real-dick-cheney
https://www.democracynow.org/2002/9/27/global_dominance_vice_president_dick_cheneys
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/how-dick-cheney-became-most-powerful-vice-president-history/
Today's US IT (information technology) and then Internet corporations: The “IT revolution” technology dominance followed the end of the “Cold War” on communism: 90% of US media is now consolidated into just 6 corporations- (with pro-US, pro-white Disney at the top).  Access to the internet and IT services is also systematically consolidating in the hands of a small number of corporations, Billionaires- Facebook's Zuckerberg, Bezos' Amazon, Microsoft, Bloomberg, Sinclair, Murdoch's NewsCorp, etc. Reporting on politics and the economy has moved ever-Right, especially under Murdoch, then Trump, US Oligarch's funding of politicians via  campaign contributions and dark money, takeover of the media, finding of Right wing political organizations, and control of US Information, AI, and space technology innovation is increasingly controlled by these same oligarchs, many of whom are defense, NSA, CIA contractors. Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/insights/media-consolidation-means-less-local-news-more-right-wing-slant    https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-tech-oligarchs-are-going-to-destroy-democracy-unless-we-stop-them    https://prospect.org/politics/altercation-will-the-oligarchs-who-own-the-us-media-save-democracy/    https://theconversation.com/the-slippery-slope-of-the-oligarchy-media-model-81931
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/3697807-how-billionaires-are-building-a-right-wing-online-ecosystem/    https://newrepublic.com/post/178256/baltimore-sun-liberal-billionaires-media-failure
Finding #2a Many high officials are compromised at the level of political corruption by party, ideology, and furtherance of their party, faction career, power-and not by the best interests of the people, good governance, public service. High Confidence.

This finding says our past and current officials are not only compromised at the level of personal corruption (Finding #1). Many high officers are also compromised at the level of political corruption by political party, bloc, funders, special interests, ideological, and foreign governments as well. Our leaders don't necessarily get direct wealth from these corrupting forces, but they get lifestyle enhancements for their campaigns and offices, and to stay in office and increased their power, subsequent opportunities for personal and family gain as a result, while the voices and needs of citizens, voters who legitimize elections are proportionally diminished, undermined. They also accrue ideological benefits like status, followers, agreement, opportunities in media and the press to present their opinions, help other preferred associates, and control circumstances, political and social power. (especially #2b).
Party and bloc voting (such as the Tea Party or Freedom Caucus) for campaign donations, funding,  party/institutional power, and to gain, maintain marginal majority vote powers all mean citizens not represented by their representatives- thus special interests dominate legislation, and culture war, hot button issues not public policy- which provoke anger, hate, or fear- manipulate the swing votes of the majority manipulate, distort the electorate while distracting the public from the real work of governing, allowing law and policy that benefit special interests, powerful minorities, donors not voters. These controlling blocs are in turn created, funded by US Intel-adjacent oligarchs like Oil company Koch, who made their first $billions allegedly stealing from clients like the Osage Indians, operate their own private intelligence agency, employ “contractors” like ex-Mossad Black Cube, TigerSwan, Eric Prince (formerly of Blackwater Security) private Right wing spy agency Project Veritas, conduct lucrative but illegal secret business with Iran (presumably government sponsored), gain insider information and the ability to manipulate markets, find favorable treatment, and adjust difficulties, create externalities in their favor (shift costs, adjust regulations, violate laws, favorable judicial treatment, subsidies, take rents). Medium to High Confidence.
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/13/750803289/kochland-how-the-koch-brothers-changed-u-s-corporate-and-political-power
https://www.aclu.org/news/free-speech/why-did-private-security-contractor-treat-standing-rock
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/project-veritas-received-17-million-last-year-from-koch-backed-charity/2017/12/01/143e13ca-d6d3-11e7-9461-ba77d604373d_story.html
https://www.oklahoman.com/story/news/1999/08/29/tulsas-billion-dollar-koch-suit-to-begin-oct-4-brother-against-brothers/62230554007/
https://time.com/secret-origins-of-the-tea-party/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/08/30/covert-operations
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/26/koch-network-piggy-banks-closed-republicans-healthcare-tax-reform
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/22/koch-brothers-asbestos-georgia-pacific
https://jacobin.com/2018/06/public-education-privatization-koch-brothers-teachers
https://truthout.org/articles/who-is-behind-the-national-right-to-work-committee-and-its-anti-union-crusade/?tsk=adminpreview%2F
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/10/freedom-caucus-koch-club-growth-214973
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/11/the-koch-brothers-intelligence-agency-215943
https://www.commoncause.org/democracy-wire/koch-brothers-cia/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2011/10/03/koch-brothers-built-up-company-through-contracts-with-iran-bribery-156549
Party power, financing also allows politicians to select their voters, and not allow voters picking representatives- the heart of democracy. Representatives are selected, financed by parties and their donors, not the voters. The US has become an oligarchy as a result of the pervasive nature of political special interests, research shows, and the irrelevance of voters and their interests to politicians. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/gerrymandering-explained
The Oil Industry notoriously had relationships with Right wing officials and US Intel, since the industry as a while was determined to be “critical national infrastructure”, like pipelines, as the military, and the US economy still runs on oil. Big Oil was free, even encouraged to engage in colonial exploitation; indeed the 1953 overthrow of the democratically elected government in Iran by the CIA was over British demands over Iranian oil, and oil interests were prominent in Venezuela and Indonesia as well. Books have been written about Saudi support for radicalization, and the US Right, including the Bush family, and now Trump's client status, corrupt interests. Exxon Mobile CEO Tillerson became Trump's first Secretary of State, that oil company was massively invested in Putin's Russia. Trump's, the GOP's own client status to the Russians is well documented. Trump just enccouraged Russia to attack any NATO country not making sufficient defense spending levels. High Confidence.
https://apnews.com/article/iran-1953-coup-us-tensions-3d391c0255308a7c13d32d3c88e5f54f
https://www.democracynow.org/2023/8/23/ervand_abrahamian_iran_coup_1953_anniversary
https://therealnews.com/george-h-w-bush-war-criminal-cia-spy-oil-tycoon-embodiment-of-us-elite
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/rex-tillerson-from-a-corporate-oil-sovereign-to-the-state-department    https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780743253376
https://theintercept.com/2021/09/11/september-11-saudi-arabia/
One modern example of the worst of election manipulation skullduggery, that cost the US 700,000 excess deaths, was the Trump Covid-19 delay, then disinformation targeting blue cities, states in the hopes of impacting the 2020 elections; Trump inaction, then disinformation was deliberate, extended the crisis by a year. This moral monstrosity was also an insurrection attempt; it echoed Reagan's four year disregard of HIV AIDS which targeted the LGBTQ community- specifically gays, which caused approximately 90,000 deaths, and gave him a re-election boost among LGBTQ haters/evangelicals. Moderate Confidence.
https://www.businessinsider.com/kushner-covid-19-plan-maybe-axed-for-political-reasons-report-2020-7    https://www.history.com/news/aids-epidemic-ronald-reagan
Finding #2b The US is in fact an oligarchy. Parties are overwhelmingly compromised by oligarch  donors, special interests, laws and policy that concentrates power in the hands of the very wealthy. High confidence.

Kompromat alert: every branch of our federal government is compromised by corruption and the appearance of corruption, ties to foreign interests, corporations, and the rich.

The corruption of government, industry, law enforcement by corporations and the very rich is so pervasive, the US is now an oligarchy. There has been an insurgency by the rich, and US Intelligence agencies serving them or using them, (who are aware of special and foreign interests and have benefited, enabled, encouraged, protected them as vital to “national security”), acting foremost according to colonial interests and only secondarily to the Constitution, rule of law, will of the voters, moral guidance.

*It takes a literal fortune to run for federal, state-wide offices. The richest 100 donors give over half of all donations giving them extraordinary power, influence. High Confidence.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattdurot/article/meet-the-billionaires-funding-the-battle-for-control-of-the-house-of-representatives/?sh=4dec860324c9
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/15/peter-thiel-who-is-he-republican-donor-tech-entrepreneur
https://prospect.org/power/meet-billionaire-brothers-never-heard-fund-religious-right/
https://qz.com/american-billionaires-political-spending-overwhelmingl-1849751449
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattdurot/article/meet-the-billionaires-funding-the-battle-for-control-of-the-house-of-representatives/?sh=5d2ef8ec24c9
*The Roberts' Supreme Court have opened the door to unlimited dark corporate money in politics, as well as weakened bribery laws, as we noted. Many high officers and their families openly trade stocks, are employed by special interests, or give the appearance of political influence. Chief Justice Roberts' wife took over $10m from law firms to “place” lawyers in their practices for example. High Confidence.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nicholasreimann/2023/04/28/chief-justice-john-roberts-wife-made-over-10-million-as-legal-consultant-report-says/?sh=3602e2671e9a
https://accountable.us/memo-leonard-leos-federalist-society-a-hub-for-corruption-money-and-extremism/
*Chamber of Commerce, corporations consolidate markets, take rent, set prices, control labor, control donations which they use to pick political candidates, control inflation (“greedflation”) which they use to pick winners, and control candidates which they use to control policy, and especially create subsidies, lower taxes, and bust unions, lower wages. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.citizen.org/article/us-chamber-penalties-violations-ftc-report/
https://fortune.com/2024/01/20/inflation-greedflation-consumer-price-index-producer-price-index-corporate-profit/
* Elected officials corrupted: President Biden's son and brother work as lobbyists. Minority leader McConnell and his wife, former Trump Secretary of Transportation Chou have family interests in shipping in China worth $millions. Former Speaker Pelosi traded stock, and her husband had a hedger fund worth $hundreds of millions. House: Speaker Johnson reportedly has no checking account, didn't fill out required financial disclosures. Senate: swing votes: Manchin, Sinema have both received huge campaign contributions from the Right, even though Manchin doesn't intend to run for re-election,
*A majority of high office holders are at least millionaires, or their families are wealthy. For the most part, only well off candidates can afford to qualify, get the approval of parties for support, and run for office. Running for national office costs tens-of-millions and President nearly a $billion. High Confidence.
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/01/1205728664/campaign-finance-donations-election-fec-fundraising-ad-spending
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2020/04/majority-of-lawmakers-millionaires/
*Only the very richest enjoy most of the fruits of economic growth since 1980 Reaganomics, and the parallel resumption of US Intelligence counterinsurgency warfare (Cointelpro style operations) on their behalf after Carter and the Church Committee put a temporary halt to secret warfare, torture, assassinations, Cointelpro, skullduggery abroad and at home. Contractors and agents of the colonial warfare system also prosper under partisan forever warfare. High Confidence.
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/07/opinion/leonhardt-income-inequality.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/reimagining-the-national-security-state/national-security-state-gone-awry-returning-to-first-principles/7681DDBC3D7187B9A6E603BAA0C530C7
https://www.salon.com/2021/05/09/now-were-supposed-to-think-reagan-bush-and-the-cheneys-are-cool-they-got-us-here/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2021/05/17/book-excerpt-bullets-not-ballots-success-in-counterinsurgency-warfare/
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/a-stasi-for-america/
*Countries with the greatest corrupt influence: The Saudis, UAE, Israel, Russia, China, the United Kingdom (UK). Moderate to High Confidence.

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/08/america-is-wide-open-for-foreign-influence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/09/27/trump-saudis-influence-buying/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-global-corruption-transparency-international-sunak-b2487357.html
*Corporate Capture. Economic Sectors with the greatest political influence: Carbon energy (Big Oil, gas, coal), Healthcare, Guns, Military industry complex. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/corporate-capture-threatens-democratic-government/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/in-the-loop/wp/2014/05/14/which-foreign-countries-spent-the-most-to-influence-u-s-politics/
Summary: High officers from all parts of government increasingly have the appearance of ethical compromise: political corruption, influence peddling, manipulation and rigging elections included, while actual prosecutions decline. This corruption is also true on the party, partisan, ideological, social level. Sourced from credible top news reporting, NGO, academic scholarship, self-confession, government reports: High Confidence

Finding #3 There have been secret or under-reported, under-publicized insurrections in the immediate to medium term past, Several are ongoing. These insurrections have involved personal financial corruption as well as ideological/party type corruption, and influence from foreign powers, as well as outright rebellion against the Constitution and our democratic republic government. They involve attempts to retain power, and use partisan state sponsored violence, abuse, torture of non-violent opposition to the Right wing Intelligence/oligarch control/ US colonialism partnership. Moderate Confidence and higher.

Some of the “transitions of power” between Presidencies have been borderline, or very real insurgencies, just as real as Trump's current attempt to remain in power in 2020.
President Johnson credibly complained of Nixon's insurrection using a secret agreement with Vietnam after his administration, The FBI's J Edgar Hoover, Allen Dulles from the CIA survived the assassination of both Kennedy brothers, and the near-fatal car accident of the third (and the assassination of MLK, Malcolm X); Dr. King was shot one year to the day from his first anti-war speech. RFK was shot on the day he announced his run for the Presidency against Johnson. The murder of so many Democratic, civil rights leaders in one decade seems hard to imagine as unrelated, especially after the second official Kennedy assassination review said they find his murder to have been a conspiracy. Also, members of the Kennedy family are still calling for a truth and reconciliation commission www.americantruthnow.org. Since President Biden just announced that he will not release the remainder of secret records on JFK's death at the insistence of the CIA; it seems inescapable that these deaths have a persistent, national security origin within US Intelligence; the second inquest into Kennedy's death concluded JFK's murder was a conspiracy, but they could not determine by whom, due to government secrecy! (It is hard to draw any but a negative inference from this fact.) Finally, public discourse frequently tries to narrow the inquiry to just JFK's death, and not look at the entire picture of Kennedy family, and civil rights leadership decapitation in the span of a few years. This logically points to only one suspect- the one remaining in need of “secrecy” for “national security”- and then to the very rise of “conspiracism” as a charge of terrorism for drawing the remaining logical conclusion- but there it is- a type of Intelligence sponsored sanction for pursuing such inquiry to any sort of truth and reconciliation process, and making necessary policy, program changes- like Carter, Obama tried to do. Moderate Confidence.
https://truthout.org/articles/new-documents-suggest-j-edgar-hoover-was-involved-in-fred-hamptons-murder/    https://sgp.fas.org/advisory/arrb98/part03.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/12/opinion/lyndon-johnson-martin-luther-king-jr.html
https://time.com/6257699/malcolm-x-lawsuit-family-fbi-nypd-cia/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/21/j-edgar-hoover-public-enemy-no-1
As mentioned, Nixon beat Johnson by making a secret deal with Vietnam, who refusing to negotiate an end to the Vietnam War as Johnson had planned before his re-election; Johnson died literally the day after Nixon was inaugurated for his second term. The US Department of Justice watched Nixon resign over their pending plans to indict him- over his plot to use the CIA, contractors to help him win re-election by bugging the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the Watergate complex; other abuses of power with the CIA contractor “plumbers”: Ford promptly pardoned Nixon in a controversial likely abuse of power, since Nixon subsequently maintained his innocence- while pardon requires the admission of guilt. Carter beat Ford over his pardon of Nixon- essentially an insurrection and his many other crimes, but the CIA/ US Intel, Kissinger and others were never punished for their high crimes, war crimes, crimes against humanity, insurrection co-conspiracy; and insurrection itself Ford, his  Department of Justice. High Confidence.
https://www.salon.com/2017/09/23/this-is-treason-nixon-vietnam-and-the-sordid-story-of-the-chennault-affair/  https://www.history.com/topics/1970s/watergate
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1980/01/26/cia-control-easing-opposed/89ac39c6-a671-4281-aee0-b5f01fca7ec5/
https://www.umass.edu/ellsberg/featured-documents/pentagon-papers-watergate-and-trials/
https://www.aarclibrary.org/publib/contents/church/contents_church_reports.htm
Bush Sr,/Reagan beat Carter seemingly via his connections to the CIA (and anger by CIA officers fired by Carter in the “Halloween Massacre” housecleaning after Watergate/the Church Committee reports on their illegal activities, insurrection); Bush/CIA oil connections with the Saudis, who raised oil prices, thus inflation for Carter via the OPEC embargo, then via the Iranian hostage crisis, Iran Contra secret deals to sell arms to Iran for hostages. Carter's reforms- like any attempts at oversight of the CIA, were met with revolt, insubordination, insurrection (Bush was formerly Ford's CI Director). After Watergate and reports about US Intel partisan abuses of power like the “plumbers”, Cointelpro, as well as foreign policy abuses including counterinsurgency warfare, KUBARK torture, human rights abuses, assassinations, Carter, Sen. Church, the Democrats tried and failed to bring US Intel back under the rule of law, human rights, and Constitutional oversight. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://fas.org/publication/intel-carter-frus/,  https://www.jstor.org/stable/1166936
https://whowhatwhy.org/politics/government-integrity/the-deep-state-plots-the-1980-defeat-of-jimmy-carter/,  https://theintercept.com/2023/05/09/cia-frank-church-richard-welch-book/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/18/us/politics/jimmy-carter-october-surprise-iran-hostages.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/new-claim-about-iran-hostage-crisis-sabotage-may-change-narrative-of-carter-presidency https://theintercept.com/2023/01/13/biden-classified-documents-cia/
Reagan and Bush resurrected Nixon-era counterinsurgency warfare against blacks, the Left using the “war on drugs” as pretext and began mass incarceration, busted unions, overturned the New Deal shared economic prosperity for the “trickle down, Supply Side economics of the George Schultz Chicago School, which froze wage increases for most workers for the next 43 years- trickle down didn't. The Roosevelt-era rise of the American worker, middle-class was over. Cointelpro warfare, mass incarceration, drug warfare was back and increased. They used the FBI to target Labor and unions. And counterinsurgency warfare using KUBARK torture was resumed against (illegal) Central American and domestic targets, using Iranian arms sales and Columbia crack cocaine funding. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://www.epi.org/publication/charting-wage-stagnation/ 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-16/fifty-years-of-tax-cuts-for-rich-didn-t-trickle-down-study-says\

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/oct/09/why-is-trickle-down-economics-still-with-us
Clinton beat Bush after his own first term as President, as inflation and violation of his own vow not to raise taxes (“It's the economy, stupid”), and investigation about Bush illegal Iran Contra deals, and subsequent cover up, pardons tanked Bush approval; Bush and AG Bill Barr pardoned all the top Iran-Contra arms for hostages officials- before a trial would reveal this as one part of a larger criminal conspiracy of counterinsurgency warfare, opium warfare deliberately targeting “enemies” of the Right: blacks, the Left, socialists....Moderate to High Confidence.
https://whyy.org/articles/30-years-ago-george-hw-bush-held-up-a-bag-of-crack-on-live-tv-whered-he-get-it/  https://irp.fas.org/congress/1998_cr/980507-l.htm
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/13/1186778651/crack-cocaine-epidemic-when-crack-was-king-donovan-x-ramsey https://theintercept.com/2022/12/19/lee-harvey-oswald-cia-lsd-jfk/
https://history.wisc.edu/publications/the-politics-of-heroin-cia-complicity-in-the-global-drug-trade/
https://www.npr.org/2019/09/09/758989641/the-cias-secret-quest-for-mind-control-torture-lsd-and-a-poisoner-in-chief
https://direct.mit.edu/books/edited-volume/4418/chapter-abstract/189244/The-Use-and-Misuse-of-LSD-by-the-U-S-Army-and-the?redirectedFrom=PDF
Bush's son (George Jr., not heir apparent Jeb) and Ford's former chief of staff Cheney took power, secretly vowing to take over where Bush, Sr. had left off with the Gulf War I, and global domination via counterinsurgency warfare abroad in Iraq and domestically, since Clinton beat his father after just one term: after the Cold War defeat of the Soviet Union, the so-called “peace dividend” only lasted a handful of years. Bush and Cheney secretly plotted widespread war in the Middle east, then a “pivot to China”, global domination, and resumption of domestic counterinsurgency war against blacks, the Left, unions, immigrants, etc. to give the Right, GOP control, global corporate empowerment- like that on behalf of the Oil sector (Big Oil), in which Bush, Cheney were lifetime stakeholders, beneficiaries. [Bush family/Big Oil/Saudi tax subsidies, preferences opposing green energy set back global efforts to ameliorate climate change by decades.] Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/10/jeb-bush-florida-felon-voting-rights-clemency/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/12/leadup-iraq-war-timeline/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/03/the-iraq-invasion-20-years-later-it-was-indeed-a-big-lie-that-launched-the-catastrophic-war/  https://www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLITICS/01/10/oneill.bush/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/9-11-and-iraq-the-making-of-a-tragedy/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/how-bushs-iraqi-oil-grab-went-awry/
The CIA was heavily involved in the Bush “war on terror”. They reportedly had a number of tips and contacts about the 9/11 attacks- and gave Bush a briefing on these threats- but not the FBI. The CIA rapidly engaged in successful counterinsurgency warfare in Afghanistan with contacts from the war against the Soviets there, but let Osama bin Laden escape at Tora Bora? They notoriously engaged in torture during the “war on terror” which seems to have actually been radicalizing, not helpful to peace, if that was ever the objective. They participated in Bush's false flag war against Iraq- despite knowing the Saudis, Bush/Cheney were involved in the 9/11 attacks largely by Saudi-backed, radicals like binLaden, and eventually fought oversight, accountability by President Obama, Nancy Pelosi and Congress over their torture programs, war crimes. We now know the counterinsurgency programs of these “war on terror” wars including torture were tested then used domestically as a revised, enhanced version of Cointelpro warfare against partisan targets by the Right. These programs once again targeted blacks, the Left, unions, environmentalists, pipeline protesters, Greenpeace, BLM, Native Americans, Immigrants, Muslims, Occupy Wall Street “anti-capitalists” and a wide variety of other partisan political targets for “disruption”, “destruction”, using “war on terror” “fusion centers” that allowed the CIA to resume domestic operations coordinating with the FBI, local (blue city) militarized police (see Finding #4). In fact, many security historians argue the US security state are arguably the original and continuing terrorists, after their origin in anti-slaver and Native American genocide. High Confidence.
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/05/michael-morell-bush-cheney-iraq-war/
https://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2009/05/pelosis-torture-briefing/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/apr/06/cia-torture-nancy-pelosi-blames-dick-cheney
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104177393
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=103951579
-dissent/https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/    https://theintercept.com/2019/03/23/ecoterrorism-fbi-animal-rights/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/20/keystone-pipeline-protest-activism-crackdown-standing-rock    https://theintercept.com/2019/10/22/terrorism-fbi-political
https://theintercept.com/2017/05/27/leaked-documents-reveal-security-firms-counterterrorism-tactics-at-standing-rock-to-defeat-pipeline-insurgencies/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvx8b7dn https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520303188/red-scare
https://time.com/4401432/first-war-on-terror/
https://www.theverge.com/2012/12/29/3816158/occupy-movement-was-focus-of-fbi-dhs-police-collaboration
Trump- took office on a small margin in swing states. Two government Intelligence agencies/programs  helped put him in power. The first was the Trump election manipulation project supervised by Brad Parscale, run by UK intelligence/election manipulation contractor Cambridge Analytica, and its parent company SCL Elections- using UK, US, and NATO election manipulation software, funded by Steve Bannon and Hedge Fund Oligarch Robert Mercer, with data from Facebook, mined by a Russian researcher at Cambridge University (can't make it up). Second, the October surprise by FBI Director Comey, reopening an “investigation” into her  use of a private email server weeks before the election, under pressure from a highly partisan NY FBI Field Office and former GOP mayor Rudy Giulani. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://qz.com/1239762/cambridge-analytica-scandal-all-the-countries-where-scl-elections-claims-to-have-worked https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-64075067
https://www.wired.com/story/what-did-cambridge-analytica-really-do-for-trumps-campaign/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/nov/03/fbi-leaks-hillary-clinton-james-comey-donald-trump https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/19/nyregion/giuliani-fbi-comey-clinton.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/republicans-weaponize-james-comeys-fbi-to-kneecap-hillary-clinton
*Look for information warfare operators like Brad Parscale, Steve Bannon, and Frank Luntz, foreign government psy ops and information warfare, like Russian hacking of the Democratic National Committee, and Intel-style ops like by James Comey, FBI counterintelligence chief McGonigal, Steve Bannon, former Trump donor, Secretary of Education millionaire Betsy DeVos, and her brother Erik Prince- the founder of Project Veritas. Project Veritas is a Right wing private intelligence operation from the former owner of the Bush-era “war on terror” Blackwater mercenary/security contractor, who also employed Russian mercenaries, and employs former intelligence agents on behalf of the GOP. Koch-employed mercenary group TigerSwan, ex-Mossad Black Cube, Pinkertons, may also become involved- with local, state police- in election interference, fraud, violence, insurrection, as they were in the last three national elections. Moderate Confidence.
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2018/09/the-strange-ascent-of-betsy-devos-and-erik-prince
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/07/us/politics/erik-prince-project-veritas.html
https://theintercept.com/2020/04/13/erik-prince-russia-mercenary-wagner-libya-mozambique/
https://www.prwatch.org/news/2020/03/13553/koch-linked-charity-bankrolled-project-veritas-it-worked-ex-spies-infiltrate
https://www.democracynow.org/2014/7/8/kochs_anti_civil_rights_roots
https://theintercept.com/2017/05/27/leaked-documents-reveal-security-firms-counterterrorism-tactics-at-standing-rock-to-defeat-pipeline-insurgencies/
Finding #4 The US Intelligence Agencies are secretly at war with parts of the US electorate, in support of their own partisan agenda and colonialism: welfare of the Right wing political control, corporations, the economic elite, oligarchy. The US is already- via militarism, imperialism, Intelligence control of power and the economy, an authoritarian state. This Intelligence control is now aimed at creating the pretext of false balance, appearance of neutrality and fairness, “centrism” while it seeks to undercut Trump's own usurping authoritarianism, Russia on the Right and maintains control over the Left,while relying on the Left for electoral cover to maintain its own clandestine rule, since it no longer has widespread support from the Trump base on the Right. Moderate Confidence.

The following history of US Intelligence policies, programs amount to insurgencies, since they repeatedly  involve taking the legitimate power of governance from the voters, including actual warfare against majority rule. This chiefly involves repeated cycles of the military industrial complex and US Intelligence re-exerting control via forever counterinsurgency warfare, while  supporting US colonialism.

*WWI and the Enemy Alien Bureau, followed by the FBI and the first Red Scare counterinsurgency warfare against “the Left”, homosexuals, “subversives” using Hoover's surveillance filing system. The army Bureau in charge of securing the homeland against foreign threats- primarily Germans and Russian communists- morphed after the war into the first national law enforcement agency, the FBI. J Edgar Hoover quickly rose to the top of the Agency for his ability to organize and manipulate paper dossiers- basically guilt by association. He also reportedly used it skillfully to blackmail politicians. The FBI was from the start an intelligence agency, using counterintelligence techniques, and it was partisan- the openly racist, anti-immigrant Democratic party of the time set it up despite Congressional objection. It was from the start Federal warfare against labor and reform, for the interests of the rich, just like the first Superintendent of the NYPD, Thomas Byrnes 35 years before; Hoover would later expand the hybrid law enforcement/European-style pro-Aristocratic Intelligence Secret Service into a full program of domestic espionage, blackmail, counterinsurgency warfare during Prohibition and the so-called First Red Scare of the 1920s, thence into full fledged counterinsurgency warfare during WWII and after, along with the newly formed “central intelligence”/CIA, targeting Blacks (the racism aspect of colonialism), the Left, unions, and immigrants. Today, the FBI is the largest Intelligence agency in the world, using law enforcement as a Right wing cover/tool for its biased Right wing political/economic Intel operations. High Confidence.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27555783   https://time.com/4384963/nypd-scandal-history/
https://www.academia.edu/9015901/WWI_and_the_Rise_of_J_Edgar_Hoover
https://law.jrank.org/pages/12219/Hoover-J-Edgar-Justice-Department.html
https://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/uhq/article-abstract/58/4/388/204964/Enemy-Aliens-and-Internment-in-World-War-I-Alvo?redirectedFrom=PDF
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095846997
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2146574
*WWII and the OSS, FBI, rise of US Intel control- When the US entered WWII to aid the UK, the Yale Skull and Bones fraternity was tapped wholesale as a pre-existing secret society of above average social and educational talent. The British counterinsurgency elites taught and worked along side US elites, including George Bush Sr., to run the covert part of a world war, against entire countries. Sadly, the US, on emerging from the war as a global power, and with the support of British Intelligence, remained at war to expand, and defend its new global empire- and secure the remaining colonial  interests of its new puppetmasters the British. The British Royalist secret service had 400 years of experience manipulating more powerful empires like the Mughals, Chinese to maintain its own colonial system. And so, 180 years after winning independence from the crown, Truman ceded control back to the British crown via her secret service and colonialism. Many of these US espionage veterans retained a militant far Right-wing attitude, and seemingly suffered from severe PTSD, moral injury, and an inclination toward sociopathy (Skull and Bones was known for grave robbing celebrities, political figures, and for keeping kompromat files on members) for which the CIA became infamous. Forever war, torture, assassination, insurrection, mass experimentation, opium warfare, poisoning- on our own citizens- nothing was morally out of bounds for these elite former frat brothers taught the dark arts of British-style counterinsurgency warfare. New evidence shows Bush was among those holdovers from the war, who took up US oil as his area of operations. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-world-war-ii-helped-forge-the-modern-fbi-180981156/
https://newrepublic.com/article/168778/j-edgar-hoovers-long-shadow
https://boundarystones.weta.org/2015/06/10/how-failed-german-spy-mission-turned-j-edgar-hoovers-big-break  https://www.jstor.org/stable/24426559
https://therealnews.com/george-h-w-bush-war-criminal-cia-spy-oil-tycoon-embodiment-of-us-elite
https://whowhatwhy.org/politics/government-integrity/cia-bush-senior-oil-venture/
https://theintercept.com/2015/11/02/the-deepest-state-the-safari-club-allen-dulles-and-the-devils-chessboard/  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5680983/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2015/10/book-review-devils-chessboard-david-talbot/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8270769/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghvmiM4DjM0 Why the CIA Only Hires Sociopathic Narcissists
*Nixon and the second FBI Red Scare- First term Congressman Richard Nixon gained national fame when he took over the highly publicized Red Scare persecution of the Left in government service by the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) in 1948, seemingly backed by J Edgar Hoover 's FBI, and the Department of Justice under Truman then Eisenhower (DOJ). Hoover's Cointelpro, the CI's domestic counterinsurgency warfare research and activities ramped up to full operation in the 1950's via MKULTRA, OPERATION CHAOS, and in the 1960's with KUBARK torture, drug/opium warfare including LSD, counterinsurgency against anti-war protesters, draft dodgers, Leftists, “Pinkos”, “subversives”, homosexuals, blacks, civil rights activists etc. Just four years later, in 1952, Nixon became Eisenhower's running mate, VP candidate, a rise almost as fast as President Obama from Junior Senator. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.history.com/news/oss-the-predecessor-of-the-cia
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/12/j-edgar-hoover-fbi-influence/671900/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/421559
*Nixon, Vietnam, CIA, torture are already covered above, but Johnson privately accused Nixon of “near-treason” for secretly negotiating with Vietnam for the continuation of the Vietnam War- Johnson had planned to end it to secure re-election- war continuing put Nixon in office. Under Nixon and the CIA's Richard Helms the CIA extended counterinsurgency war throughout the region, used mass torture camps, as well as drug/opium warfare from MKULTRA via importation of opium back the the US to seemingly target anti-war activists, “enemies” of the Right at home. True to his history of using Red scare politics to gain political advantage, Nixon used the Vietnam War to gain, then keep the Presidency. Under him, the  CIA and US Intel had near- limitless license for Cold War skullduggery of the worst sort, literally taking up where the Nazi's left off under Allan Dulles' cover: counterinsurgency warfare, human experimentation of poisons and disease, torture, assassinations, war crimes, crimes against humanity, targeting domestic “enemies”, “subversives”, “threats”- the abuses the Church Committee uncovered and many more for which records were destroyed. High Confidence. 
https://healthland.time.com/2012/03/23/the-legacy-of-the-cias-secret-lsd-experiments-on-america/
https://theintercept.com/2022/12/19/lee-harvey-oswald-cia-lsd-jfk/
https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/10012/13967/VanKoughnett_Ryan.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/us/pentagon-papers-vietnam-war.html\

https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/10012/13967/VanKoughnett_Ryan.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/us/pentagon-papers-vietnam-war.html\
*Counterinsurgency warfare, KUBARK torture in South America as described in the essay “The Politics of Cruelty” and Operation CONDOR was a dress rehearsal for Cointelpro inside the US, mass incarceration, police brutality, violence against anti-war and anti-establishment protesters and activists, counterculture, civil rights movements in the United States- while the CIA, Kissinger, US military oversaw brutal Cold War counterinsurgencies under Operation CONDOR and other programs, including torture, genocide in the Americas and world wide- as the United States fought for global domination with the Soviet Union, China, including global corporate economic control. High Confidence.
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-fbi-cointelpro-progra_b_4375527
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/18/956741992/documentary-exposes-how-the-fbi-tried-to-destroy-mlk-with-wiretaps-blackmail
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/10/31/jfk-assassination-cia-files-full-disclosure/
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1027&context=pat_pnw
https://reason.com/podcast/2017/06/23/anthony-lappe-lsd-heroin-cia-podcast/
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/08/11/archives/minddrug-tests-a-federal-project-for-almost-25-years.html
https://truthout.org/articles/the-hidden-tragedy-of-the-cias-experiments-on-children/
*Reagan and Bush Sr. revived, amplified Watergate-era domestic counterinsurgency warfare after a pause in secret violent programs abroad and at home during Carter's Presidency, and his new emphasis on human rights. They revived and extended the opium warfare “War on Drugs” including criminalizing marijuana as if it were a narcotic, and amplified mass incarceration,  counterinsurgency warfare, focusing on Central America, teaching KUBARK torture at the School for the Americas at Ft. Benning, illegally sold weapons to Iran for funds for war in Central America, also   used Us inner-city opium warfare drug sales of crack cocaine to fund “contractors” operations in South America, disenfranchise blacks and the Left, recruit informants, etc.

https://www.cnn.com/2016/03/23/politics/john-ehrlichman-richard-nixon-drug-war-blacks-hippie/index.html
https://truthout.org/articles/the-united-states-has-been-enabling-torture-for-decades/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/29768355
https://ips-dc.org/the_cia_contras_gangs_and_crack/  http://www.cnn.com/US/9811/03/cia.drugs/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2010/07/how-contractors-are-crack-part-2-wapos-national-security-blockbuster/
Reagan was a FBI informant- he used his connections to become Governor of California where he oversaw counterintelligence operations against the emerging counterculture , peace, and environmental movements using state police and motorcycle gangs- also seemingly encouraged both gang drug dealing and drug warfare. As President, with the help of insurrection levels of election manipulation by his running mate, the former head of the CIA, he overturned the New Deal, replaced it with the Chicago School “trickle down” supply-side economics and preference for the rich, pro-corporate, anti-labor tax and industrial policy. It was Chamber of Commerce economics; tax cuts, preference for the rich, deregulation (especially the new environmental regulations of the 1970s), union busting, also reprehensibly counterinsurgency-style disease HIV AIDS inaction targeting gay men; pro- Big Oil tax cuts, subsidies including protecting Saudi Oil, a vast expansion of the CIA's war on drugs counterinsurgency war- mass incarceration and opium warfare against the Left including teenagers, college students- and blacks for highly criminalized marijuana, and veterans hooked on opium. Reagan conveniently lost his memory, developed early dementia- just before investigation of his Iran Contra dealings. US Intelligence taking back Nixonian unitary executive control of government, Bush escaping indictment, racist manipulation of Southern “Dixiecrat” voters (Lee Atwater) and  Blue city disenfranchisement from the war on drug's mass incarceration led to a Bush Sr. Presidency, in which counterinsurgency war increased against Central America, and a new crack cocaine opium war targeted black cities, voters. Counterinsurgency warfare tested in South, Central America, was deployed against blacks and the Left in the “war on drugs” and mass incarceration, recruitment of informants, and mass disenfranchisement to compliment the racist Southern Strategy, conversion of Southern Dixiecrats into Republicans, for temporary Electoral College victory for the GOP, and impunity for crimes under the unitary executive doctrine under Bush's DoJ AG Bill Barr. Most of the extremist Reagan/Bush agenda was never made public, or ever earned voter approval. Moderate Confidence.
Reagan dementia in office- while President during Iran Contra invesatigation. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jan/17/ronald-reagan-alzheimers-president-son\
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6922000/
(MKUltra had 17 poison research targets, include dementia) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MKUltra
southern strategy https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/exclusive-lee-atwaters-infamous-1981-interview-southern-strategy/
Ehrlichman “war on drugs” has political targets https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
HIV inaction targets gays https://works.swarthmore.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1167&context=suhj
Reagan preference for rich, corporations as “supply side” economics 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1982/03/11/a-widening-gap-between-rich-and-poor/c8399a8b-df9d-4087-80ac-488f424ec25d/
Cointelpro targets unions as “organized crime” https://www.npr.org/transcripts/788002965
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3598144
*The Cheney/Bush “war on terror” mass surveillance counterintelligence state- The war on terror counterinsurgency war authorizations were used for a new assault on US citizens, blacks, the Left: unions, environmentalists, pipeline protesters, Occupy Wall Street “anti-capitalists”, and a new wave of opium warfare, mass incarceration, disenfranchisement, recruitment of informants employing methamphetamine, club drugs like ketamine and ecstasy. then synthetic opiates like oxycontin, fentanyl, leading to an epidemic of addiction and overdose deaths second only to the Covid-19 pandemic- modern opium warfare with hundreds-of-thousands of dead. Moderate Confidence.
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/06/17/the-us-has-spent-over-a-trillion-dollars-fighting-war-on-drugs.html
https://www.aclu.org/documents/drug-war-new-jim-crow
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4800748/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4122087\    https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/social/rights
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shift-the-end-of-the-war-on-drugs-the-beginning-of-the-war-on-terrorism-richard-l-ca-as/1144747453
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/nasty-brutish-and-long-americas-war-on-terrorism/
https://civilrights.org/edfund/resource/the-war-on-drugs-has-failed-commission-says/#
https://www.trtworld.com/perspectives/wars-on-drugs-and-terror-america-needs-an-enemy-59245
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/events/surveillance-america-war-drugs-war-terror
https://www.crisisgroup.org/united-states/005-overkill-reforming-legal-basis-us-war-terror
https://filtermag.org/drug-terror-war/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/fentanyl-and-us-opioid-epidemic
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2023-10-26/china-sees-fentanyl-as-war-with-us-by-other-means   https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8826318/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/chinas-role-in-the-fentanyl-crisis/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-65764307
http://newsletter.convergenceri.com/stories/connecting-the-sacklers-afghanistan-and-addiction,6728
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/cia-connection
https://history.wisc.edu/publications/the-politics-of-heroin-cia-complicity-in-the-global-drug-trade/
*Trump took control of the Presidency through new mass data manipulation, modeling, early AI technology using Facebook, Cambridge Analytica election manipulation, and election interference by US Intel- FBI Director Comey's October Surprise re-opening of the Clinton “private server” investigation. Trump tried to retain control of power through the following insurrection plots: control of the Pentagon through key allies, control of US intelligence through key temporary appointments and Bill Barr, control of the Judiciary through the Federalist society. Control of the Electoral College through false electors, Red state legislatures, and  chaos caused by violent January 6 disruption of the election certifying vote by Congress, along with 147 Congressmen refusing to certify the vote on January 6. He plans to continue his Presidency as an authoritarian, even a dictatorship, seeking vengeance on his enemies, ending war support for Ukraine, and permitting sponsor Russia's attacks on NATO members among other international conflicts- just as prior insurgencies by the Right, US Intel have done in secret. Moderate to High Confidence.
Cambridge Analytica https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/23/leaked-cambridge-analyticas-blueprint-for-trump-victory
Comey https://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/james-comeys-october-surprise
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-comey-letter-probably-cost-clinton-the-election/
Comey admits to FBI torture https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/james-comeys-wife-warned-dont-torture-guy/story?id=54487429
https://apnews.com/article/trump-indictments-election-january-6-classified-documents-5cb04868bb1cdf91c19eafdb882af8c0
Authoritarianism- the Right has already taken power by insurrection. Power: rule for the sake of self-enrichment, party and ideology, and power for the sake of power itself. Colonialism, global domination on behalf of the Right, its agents, and its wealthy. Ongoing counterinsurgency warfare by US Intel for ideology, power, defeat and vengeance against its “enemies”, and in support of the rich.

The Nixon/Bush Insurrection via the Doctrine of The Unitary Executive- and Bill Barr there for both Bush Sr., Trump. The Right developed this “doctrine” to justify usurping power, just like the Federalist Society used- and has now abandoned-“originalism”. Just as the GOP under Reagan, in Congress used “supply-side economics” and the “contract with America”, “term limits” and “limited government” to gain control of power in support of oligarchy under Reagan/Bush/Gingrich. The unitary executive doctrine asserts that the way to read the Constitution, despite historical precedent, “intent of the Founders” so important to “originalism” is that Presidents have unlimited constitutional executive power- especially war power as commander in chief, unless restrained by other branches of government- including use of secrets, withholding information from other branches of government and voters, or even despite the desires of successive Democratic Presidents, governments. The so-called “Deep State” or administrative state view of White House national security power held by the National Security Staff (NSS), under the Unitary Executive doctrine goes so far as to assert the Presidency, not the President themselves, has the ongoing power of the executive office. In short, it's a naked power grab- an administrative insurrection. And one of the tools to enforce, maintain this power restructuring of government power over the Constitution is secrecy and secrets. Under this doctrine, once election is over, voters are out of the picture and their representatives, especially the President, have total power- unless another branch of government can find out then stop them- say from a court ruling or stay, a Congressional law, investigation or sanction- or an embarrassing leak to the press. But the NSS deliberately acts in a way that every thing they do is secret, and their illegal acts leave little to no trace, paper trail, or evidence- especially illegal programs like KUBARK torture of civilians; also leakers are severely punished, such as Chelsea Manning- a transsexual female placed in a men's prison and severely tortured, likely sexually abused there. Manning ironically leaked sensitive materials about the Bush/Cheney wars, torture, showing the cruel and inhumane nature of US counterinsurgency warfare in the war on terror- to wikileaks, leading to disclosure about the Bush/Cheney insurrection. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/imaginary-unitary-executive
https://progressivereform.org/cpr-blog/specter-dictatorship-behind-unitary-executive-theory/
https://review.law.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/01/Birk-73-Stan.-L.-Rev.-175.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/la-oe-nelson11-2008oct11-story.html
https://theintercept.com/2018/11/25/counterinsurgency-us-drone-strikes/
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/reports/2006/R4042.pdf
https://warontherocks.com/2018/12/the-enduring-legacy-of-reagans-drug-war-in-latin-america/
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article-abstract/42/1/80/12166/The-Hearts-and-Minds-Fallacy-Violence-Coercion-and?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.vox.com/2017/6/9/15768216/chelsea-manning-interview-abc-news
The Bush/Cheney Insurrection revived the Unitary Executive doctrine in defense of counterinsurgency warfare, torture to maintain global domination via the “war on terror” cover story for domestic Deep State control, and domestic counterinsurgency warfare against critics, “enemies” of this authoritarian view of the Constitution- the power of the Administrative state, the Executive Branch, the “international security establishment”- far Right authoritarianism. They also got a blank check war authorization from Congress after 9/11 (quite convenient), and rubber stamps from the Supreme Court from the partisan Roberts' secrecy FISA court. This secret court is likely to come to play this year if there is widespread protest, civil disturbance, and open insurrection in 2024 But you won't hear about it. Perhaps authorizing detention without habeas corpus, perhaps allowing secret police unlimited detention, giving the Intelligence Agencies unlimited prior surveillance, investigation, detention powers against “threats”- hand in hand with SCOTUS possibly controlling vote recounts, unlimited  Intelligence surveillance, investigation, detention operations against “possible enemies”, or taking direct control of recounts like it did in 2000 in Bush v. Gore  (Or maybe alternate electors? Like Trump wanted it to do in 2020.). High Confidence.
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/06/constitutional-myth-3-the-unitary-executive-is-a-dictator-in-war-and-peace/239627/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/brooks-brothers-riot/
https://markrozell.gmu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Rozell_and_Sollenberger_UE_and_Bush_Legacy_Chapter_2013.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/08/721552525/former-assistant-ag-offers-perspective-on-unitary-executive-theory    https://digitalcommons.law.villanova.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi
?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1108&context=wps
https://digitalcommons.wayne.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2541&context=oa_dissertations
https://jacobin.com/2022/08/dick-cheney-liz-campaign-ad-january-6-gore-stolen-election
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/dec/04/george-hw-bush-saudi-arabia-donald-trump
https://supreme.findlaw.com/legal-commentary/the-unitary-executive-is-the-doctrine-behind-the-bush-presidency-consistent-with-a-democratic-state.html
Ironically, or perhaps deliberately? US Intel illicitly helped elect Trump, and the MAGA populist far-Right insurrection gained office with the interference of the FBI and Facebook/Cambridge Analytica/SCL Elections, a US, UK, and NATO election manipulation “contractor” who also helped manipulate the passage of Brexit for the Tories in the UK. Trump's “election” was of course a successful Right wing/US Intel insurrection. US Intel could have just as easily prevented the January 6 Trump insurrection, with their network of informants and vast mass surveillance system. It actually seems like they were waiting to see what would happen, as national guard troops moved in quite rapidly after Trump ended his 3 hours of silence, calling off the siege of the Capitol. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.businessinsider.com/federal-agencies-had-intel-to-prevent-jan-6-tim-heaphy-2023-1
https://academic.oup.com/book/39684/chapter-abstract/339679000?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://qz.com/1239762/cambridge-analytica-scandal-all-the-countries-where-scl-elections-claims-to-have-worked
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/comey-s-october-surprise-shook-america-four-years-ago-today-ncna1245018
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/16/politics/james-comey-swing-the-election-kelllyanne-conway-heres-the-evidence/index.html
https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2017/1/11/14215930/comey-email-election-clinton-campaign
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2018/12/10/how-rogue-agents-in-the-fbis-ny-field-office-helped-elect-trump/
https://www.businessinsider.com/federal-agencies-had-intel-to-prevent-jan-6-tim-heaphy-2023-1
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/09/heritage-foundation-project-2025-trump-authoritarianism-our-land/
The Biden-era and Centrism. Biden now must cooperating with this same Intel conspiracy that put Trump in office, to coax them to act in a timely way as he seeks re-election, while Trump may or may not face trial before the November election over 91 counts in 4 prosecutions. His political future, and our democratic republic depend on the justice system acting before November, and so far, the Right wing Intel security state delayed acting in support of democracy, which they so rarely do- before voters can re-elect Trump. Intel's new policy under Biden is “centrism: war against “both sides”, “both sides” “extremism”- Left and Right. Of course, to the security establishment, the “Center” means the old, morally bankrupt- Right wing authoritarianism of Henry Kissinger, the war on terror/ 2008 Recession author Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson, and oligarch and former NY mayor Michael Bloomberg's aisle-crossing  political operation of running as a DINO Democrat long enough to primary the Progressives Sanders, Warren- who called for tax increases on the billionaire. Bloomberg was able to run as a Democrat through skullduggery with “centrist” DNC Chairperson Wasserman-Schultz allowing him to take out the progressive front-runners, thereby favoring the less popular (at the time) fellow “centrist” Dem. Joe Biden- as revealed by Russian hacks of the DNC email system, seeking to divide the Dems. Very little attention (comparatively) has been paid to this aspect of the original US Intel/Russia aided Trump insurrection. Moderate to High Confidence.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-global-establishments-advice-for-joe-biden/2020/11/12/4adfdede-2529-11eb-8672-c281c7a2c96e_story.html
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2024/02/07/congress/spy-powers-redux-in-the-house-00140257
https://www.politico.com/news/2019/11/26/bloomberg-republican-endorsement-2020-073807
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/jul/24/debbie-wasserman-schultz-resigns-dnc-chair-emails-sanders
“Centrism”- The new Intelligence doctrine- a PR move, performative nod to current Commander-in-Chief Biden (probably not too sincere)- is “Centrism”, which says it will investigate and conduct illegal counterinsurgency warfare against both Left and Right “extremism”- though just what “extremism” is- is as subject to manipulation, politics, and partisan abuse of power as ever, like“subversive” was a virtual blank check to Hoover- the so-called “order” in “law and order”. Unofficial “security establishment” spokesman at the Washington Post  David Ignatius defines the new centrism as politics exemplified by three Republicans found at the Davos conference of elites! (thus skepticism about the sincerity of “centrism” being any change of ideology at all): oligarch Michael Bloomberg who spent $800,000,000 of his own money to primary Sen. Bernie Sanders, accused war criminal Henry Kissinger, and former Bush Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, financier of the $8,000,000,000,000 “war on terror” -on credit. Paulson established techniques for economic counterinsurgency via mass surveillance of the finance system on Americans. Paulson was also the champion of deregulation, favoring his own Wall Street cronies (he was formerly head of  investment bank Goldman Sachs); taken together these two policies led to the Bush 2008 recession (unlimited borrowing for the “war on terror” plus unwise deregulation, on top of more tax cuts for the rich). Most Democrats would define these three former rich Republican political insiders as quite Right of center, especially Kissinger. Note also the nexus of the three to US Intel, and skullduggery against US citizens too. (Yes, the theme of insider corruption is here once again- Ignatius brazenly flaunting the “centrism” deception.)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-global-establishments-advice-for-joe-biden/2020/11/12/4adfdede-2529-11eb-8672-c281c7a2c96e_story.html
Finding #5: Ongoing counterinsurgency warfare by US Intel to maintain US global domination, colonial control explains many (confusing) features of US economical, political, social reality: forever war against blacks, the Left, torture, US militarism and international forever war, massive “defense” spending, countries of the resistance to US global domination. Medium to High Confidence.

I've already described how the Unitary Executive doctrine has been used to seize control of government, favoring the Presidency, White House partisan “security establishment” (but not necessarily any Democratic President): DOJ Deputy Assistant Attorney General John Yoo under Bush Jr. – one of the top enforcement official in the country- infamously asked regarding torture “what do you want the law to say?” The Law exists simply for its utility to rationalize, justify action by the Executive such as counterinsurgency warfare, lawfare, torture, election manipulation, tax cuts, military spending, forever war, racism- as tools in the Right wing will to power. The “law” is just one  powerful existing framework to channel the  state-sponsored violence, control necessary to maintain global colonial domination. Just like all of his fellow conspirators, Yoo enjoys complete impunity for this insurrection against the rule of law, Constitution, and facilitating war crimes, crimes against humanity, mass torture- despite his confessed lawlessness as a top Department of Justice officer. This impunity, and Yoo's current work as a public commentator, law school professor, stand the Constitution on its head.  It is insurrection to put one branch of government above all others, including the rule of law, voter preference, and Constitutional limits on power- but for top GOP leaders using this doctrine like Nixon, George Bush Sr., Bush AG Bill Barr, Bush Jr. AG Gonzales, Dick Cheney, and many other top officials on the Right...the “law”- lawfare, law as Intelligence cover story- allowed their insurrections to succeed again and again.
John Yoo torturer https://www.businessinsider.com/john-yoo-bush-torture-memos-confirms-working-trump-bypass-congress-2020-7
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/ref/international/24MEMO-GUIDE.html?_r=

lawfare against us citizens https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/beyond-deportation
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/torturingdemocracy/documents/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/2/6/14521978/trump-executive-power-john-yoo
Unitary Executive https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/john-yoo-tortures-history-and-law-to-defend-donald-trump/
AG Barr, insurrection apologist  https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/the-barr-memo-and-the-imperial-presidency/ https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/ag-barr-torture-and-vigilantism-in-dirty-harry-and-death-wish-present-interesting-issues-of-justice/
War on terror an insurrection https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/sep/10/september-11-us-reaction-forever-wars-rights-insurrection
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/nasty-brutish-and-long-americas-war-on-terrorism/
Slow walking justice against Trump's insurgency: US Intel and the DOJ appears to be slow-walking justice while promoting a both-sides false balance in “centrism”; AG Garland was inactive for 18 months before appointing a special counsel against both Trump and Biden (for classified documents found in his house) and Biden's son Hunter (on tax evasion)- but not against Trump's children. Rather than reform the abuses on the Right that led to Trump's taking office and trying to keep it: illegal activities and corruption by the FBI, Facebook and UK Intel contractors, Russia, Mercer, Bannon, Partisanship at DOJ and in US Intel, attempts to stay in office despite voters' wishes by Congress, SCOTUS as well as Trump- there seems to be an attempt to play the middle against both ends, with the plan for the ref to come out the victor by dividing, discrediting, degrading, disrupting, and destroying “extremism” of both MAGA, and the Left. This plan involves the false balance between MAGA with progressive activism, reform, social progress- and continuing counterinsurgency operations against even more citizens, voters- likely a majority- the same plan under Trump only amplified - against the usual targets still- blacks, the Left, labor (but not necessarily unions per say under Biden), immigrants, and far Right voters radicalized BY US INTEL IN THE FIRST PLACE, targeting, controlling “extremists” on “both sides, both sides”.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17539153.2022.2115218
https://www.crisisgroup.org/united-states/005-overkill-reforming-legal-basis-us-war-terror
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/assessing-the-right-wing-terror-threat-in-the-united-states-a-year-after-the-january-6-insurrection/
https://www.american.edu/sis/big-world/44-capitol-insurrection-riot-or-domestic-terrorism.cfm
Here are some additional techniques for control we need to consider will be part of the program of  existential danger to the nation voting in year 2024:
Corruption as a tool- Secrecy, lies, and “conspiracism” as discussed above are one way to remain hidden, deniable. Using corruption, keep corruption going as a tool, for control by blackmail, carrot and stick- just as the FBI did with the mafia, organized crime “informants”, the CIA did with Nazis after WWII, drug dealers in thre Americas, Iran- US Intel uses today's corrupt politicians, and even raises up corrupt $billionaires at home, authoritarians, dictators abraod as tools- like it allowed  compromised scientists, military to conduct gruesome experimentation or allows militia, political operatives, “contractors” to conduct malicious, cruel and inhumane counterinsurgency warfare, war crimes, brutality to achieve its goals of world domination.

Campaign Finance and control- 100 oligarchs, billionaires now give over half of campaign contributions and Chief Justice Roberts' Citizens United ruling allows corporations First Amendment human rights (not Originalist at all by the way), and thus corporations, billionaires to give unlimited dark money to political campaigns; Roberts'-supervised FISA courts were at first staffed by only  Republicans, and still give rubber stamp to US Intel operations considered “secret”- there that unlimited, unconstitutional power is again- under the guise of Presidential war powers, “national security”. SCOTUS also has a severe corruption problem, while repeatedly weakening public corruption law.
Control of elections: The secret violence of US mass incarceration, disenfranchisement, and KUBARK torture as social control to “disrupt” blacks and the Left damages, disenfranchises, discourages, suppresses millions of voters, enough to determine the outcome of many elections including the majority in Congress and the Presidency- and the margin of many elections is extraordinarily small today (see below) making them easier to control. In the global forever war for global domination; US colonialism uses election manipulation technology widely worldwide, as we found out from Trump's first victory that was also a Brexit victory two-fer; Postmaster DeJoy destroyed the use of high speed mail tracking technology to delay mail in votes, put in place after the anthrax “scare” piggybacking on post 9/11 attack fear/paranoia/mass “defense” spending. This “mail cover” technology allowed mass surveillance, network mapping, guilt by association of EVERY PIECE of US mail, remotely. Black ops tycoon Eric Prince, AI Palantir owner and Right wing political puppetmaster Peter Theil, fellow Paypal Mafia bro Sam Altman & monopolist CIA contractor Microsoft- which just gained control of OpenAI from the non-profit that built it- and the remaining Koch brother will likely use their money, government contracted spy tech, and mercenaries to control, disrupt voters again as well. Moderate Confidence.
https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/07/24/thiel-palantir-js-orig.cnn
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2023/08/28/elon-musks-shadow-rule
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/10/10/sam-altmans-manifest-destiny
https://breakingdefense.com/2022/11/laplante-pokes-silicon-valley-tech-bros-calls-for-increased-munitions-production-for-ukraine/
Control of mail, physical voting: matching Trump's control over marginal/swing voters using IT data theft and voter AI/modeling, Trump appointed a campaign contributor, and US mail contractor DeJoy Postmaster; he promptly destroyed mail facility automation to make mail-in ballots easier to mishandle, and take longer to deliver, less likely to be counted, in a statistically significant way.

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/dec/15/usps-job-layoff-mail-service-delay-louis-dejoy
Election manipulation: I already explained Facebook's part in (illegally) providing Trump campaign manager/tech expert Brad Parscale the data he needed, with the help of Cambridge Analytica, and UK parent Intel contractor SCL Group, along with stolen (?) US, UK, and NATO election manipulation technology and used it to manipulate Brexit voters, then to elect Trump too. Operative Steve Bannon, Right wing mega-donor Robert Mercer helped finance, put the consortium together- Mercer had a good mathematical background and experience as a hedge fund manager- also might have had an. Intelligence background- Mercer's investment results were frankly statistically too good to be real.

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/03/27/the-reclusive-hedge-fund-tycoon-behind-the-trump-presidency
Panels and lies: GOP pollster turned operative Walter Luntz discovered a way to fabricate the most convincing politically persuasive lies, propaganda, disinformation via the voter panel form of “polling”, public opinion research. He uses small groups and their dynamics to discover the most convincing disinformation for whatever purpose he is being paid. His work was responsible for gathering political acceptance of massive tax cuts for the rich as part of Reaganomics, by selling “death tax” cuts, in order to cut New Deal-era pro-social wealth equalization taxation- as a balance to capitalism's oligarchical tendencies- byvirtually ending inheritance tax. “Death tax” is visceral while it was hard to explain the need to prevent the rich from passing on too much wealth to heirs in a democracy- yet here we are, two generations later, with oligarchy as a result of Luntz' well-crafted lies.

https://www.salon.com/2021/05/21/former-employees-of-famed-gop-pollster-frank-luntz-say-his-work-is-a-scam/
Political control via Gerrymandering. The powers of state legislatures to affect national politics are most evident in Congressional re-districting every 10 years, whereby politicians get to pick their voters, and exclude minorities- as Roberts' SCOTUS has gutted the Acting Rights Act protections on Southern States structural disenfranchisement. This is one of the most blatant forms of insurrection possible.
https://apnews.com/article/elections-race-and-ethnicity-voting-rights-census-2020-election-2020-fa6478e10cda4e9cbd75380e705bd380
Narrow control of elected bodies and easy manipulation scenarios: nearly tied votes/narrow margins in the Senate, House, Presidential elections. Swing/”centrist” Senators overtly awash special interest money like WV Sen. Joe Manchin with coal, oil lobbyist money (Manchin's family owns a coal mine). Only two Congressional seats are the current margin in the House- and just one Congressman can vote no confidence and bring down the Speaker- as several did recently ousting Kevin McCarthy. SCOTUS now hold a partisan, corrupt super-majority thanks to the Federalist Society and $800,000,000 influence money over the past 40 years success in nominating only Right wing, partisan judges who adhere to the Right wing judicial “philosophy” of originalism and take a loyalty pledge to the influence campaign. These judges are thus beholden to its secret corporate, oligarch funders like Harlan Crow and the remaining Koch brother. The election of the President has been effectively reduced to 6 swing states thanks to Electoral College politics, and 100,000 votes out of over 140,000,000 cast- making influence operations easy for modern AI/election manipulation modeling. In the 4th estate- the Press- media consolidation has narrowed the vital oversight and information sector to 6 corporations with 90% of the market. Increasingly, information access itself is controlled by a few IT corporations like search engine Google, national internet providers like Comcast, and Right wing media/ IT combines like Facebook/Instagram, Twitter, NewsCorp, Sinclair, and Disney. 
Information warfare control: control of information via consolidation of media is just the start of the problem of how information is used in politicized counterinsurgency warfare to divide, discredit, disrupt, and destroy individuals and groups worldwide. Right wing Intel authorities can shape public opinion, dominate, control the narrative itself, define “enemies” and “friends”, and through propaganda deem opposition “subversives”, “threats”, or “enemies” in the public perception as well as legally (“what do you want the law to say?). IT tech ubiquitously records, even shapes every aspect of our lives, determines what we think we know, what we believe, and creates a file on it all: Email providers, “cloud computing” , social media, financial transactions, search and browser histories create dossiers on nearly everyone today; Social media and  radicalization algorithms push increasingly harmful, irritating, frightening content, while bots and “trolls”, some staffed by professionals or trained informants,- conduct chaos and aggression, harassment, negativity, attack psy ops, info warfare- make the Internet a hostile and offensive place- and can even drive radicalization,  hostility and acts of aggression, terrorism.
https://isd.georgetown.edu/2020/10/21/isd-launches-new-report-on-information-operations/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2021/05/17/book-excerpt-bullets-not-ballots-success-in-counterinsurgency-warfare/
Human and algorithmic manipulation,, behavioral modeling, Artificial Intelligence “influencers” are not just for commerce, advertising. They're increasingly being used to manipulate voters, and shape, condition the electorate in general. Information warfare, especially disinformation and harassment, shifts, or even redefines electoral issues and discourse itself. The idea of an informed, engaged electorate, consent of the ruled, and democratic participation, legitimacy in an environment of information control, warfare, psychic violence (often by the government itself!) is increasingly the most profound threat to democracy, “national security” and the Constitution- even to civil- civil!-society. Several countries, including some we identify as allies, have active campaigns to influence our elections, which US Intel is failing to protect us from.
https://www.justsecurity.org/79995/disinformation-radicalization-and-algorithmic-amplification-what-steps-can-congress-take/
Examples include Facebook, which uses modeling and AI to influence teenage girls, make them unhappy about themselves- for longer stays, more views online; teens are depressed, even suicidal as a result. On purpose- knowingly. Facebook did the same with its data/AI capability to elect Trump, vote in Brexit, using SCL Election election manipulation software belonging to US, UK, and NATO Intel election manipulation operations. US Intel seems to use radicalization software to provoke people to threats of violence, crime- pushing certain types of pornography, threats about political violence, anti-capitalism, treason, drug use, etc. This gives Intel a pretext to begin an inquiry, and the start of counterinsurgency warfare operations. Once there is a “reasonable suspicion, plus articulate facts” about a “possible threat” or possible crime, they can then crack open the electronically assembled dossier of a target, then develop a pretext to subject them to higher level “investigation” (almost everyone has information in their dossier to “permit” this higher  level of “investigation”, after some length of observation, according to FBI Director Wray)- thus allowing higher levels of counterinsurgency warfare if any further evidence can be elicited or provoked from material revealed in the opened dossier using existing informants, manipulations like lies and pretextual interviews- before escalating the “investigation” to full intel warfare/ “disruption” operations. If a crime can't be found, the threat is still “investigated” indefinitely: disrupted, ultimately destroyed. 
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/life-cycle-fbi-terrorism-investigation.
Control of media, IT, AI- US Intelligence infiltrates media sources, journalists, owners- CIA contractor Jeff Bezos bought the Washington Post and is now placing Rupert Murdoch NewsCorp former employees in key positions on the paper; Right wing Oligarch, NSA contractor Elon Musk dropped the pretense of championing colonizing Mars, bought the influential social media site Twitter- and seemes to be running it into the ground as an ideological instrument of his Right wing politics (his desire for more government funding from NSA/NASA; his audition for Trump 2024?). CIA contractor Microsoft bought NBC, opened a left-oriented media branch MSNBC, and recently took control of OpenAI software with PayPal Mafia techbro Sam Altman; Microsoft is a CIA contractor and likely uses its monopoly-powered platforms for surveillance. Media consolidation of the press, information access. Control over media narrative- endless Superhero “crime fighting” violent movies, pro-authority crime shows, reality shows continue to dominate “entertainment” media markets; violence is ubiquitous in US media entertainment.

https://billmoyers.com/story/media-consolidation-should-anyone-care/
Control of media, narrative: Trump is a master of using crisis and outrage to control media cycles and get attention, exposure. His instinctual chaos narcissism and manipulation of the press, media narrative  via outrage, “fake news”, and GOP culture war issue remains a powerful type of visceral  control: Crisis! at the border. Crisis! Immigrants! Invasion, criminals!  Crime, shoplifting crisis!, Inflation crisis! Like Facebook, or shock jock radio personality Howard Stern, Trump instinctively knows what gets attention, views, and how to retain attention, even if negative attention. He is enormously entertaining to his fans and vexing to his critics, who both patronize the morality play/ Professional Wrestling dramas, the confidence man's performance on his hit TV show “The Apprentice” about his fictional abilities as a successful businessman, and his “performance” as a disruptive populist, “owning the Libs”, chaos agent, menacing, rich, openly racist politician- both victim and retribution. https://longreads.com/2019/03/15/how-the-shock-jock-became-the-outrage-jock/
Control of truth- In academia, science, schools, universities- truth itself is at stake- politicized science, reform movements like climate change recovery, fight well funded special interests like US colonoialism, militarism, racism, and corporate special interests that are anti-social. An example- a Big Oil future- paid by the oil producing states, corporations, despite increasingly dire climate change consequences per dollar earned. Foreign governments and the Right targeting science, Academia, even US libraries, schools, book burning....The truth itself is the target as always under authoritarianism.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2017/10/19/the-future-of-truth-and-misinformation-online/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-03-15/ty-article/.premium/were-the-next-target-the-governments-takeover-of-academia-would-be-quick-and-brutal/00000186-e5a3-decd-a1e6-fda7acea0000
Culture War issues in social media are the modern equivalent of 1984/Orwellian mass rallies' “two minute hate”. And then there are the actual Trump mass rallies featuring grievance, malice, owning the opposition, mass emotion provocation- not reason and intellectual debate-and the visceral/primitive  experience of mass consciousness and collective power- hate, fear, disgust-lowers the average IQ by 30-40 points, making people easier to control, manipulate. Politics has become all about manufacturing political reactive “hot button” issues, increasing conflict based on public discontent- by the party that controls power, and the economy. These culture war issues are a form of collective identification and violence at the hands of a master manipulator, intuitive, life-long criminal, con man, narcissist. High Confidence.
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/michael-cohen-trump-was-a-mobster-1056098/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2023/08/donald-trump-rico-indictment-georgia-mafia-ties/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/03/nyregion/trump-mark-pomerantz-book.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/10/roy-cohn-mafia-politics/599320/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/05/donald-trump-2016-mob-organized-crime-213910/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/09/donald-trump-lies-about-dealings-mafia-figures/
https://theintercept.com/2023/07/28/deconstructed-chris-rufo-culture-war/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/13/everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-the-culture-wars-but-were-afraid-to-ask
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/05/20/culture-war-politics-2021-democracy-analysis-489900
Victimization, victimhood, and rescuers (and crime, criminal justice, fear):  As soon as the Civil War ended, the Southern rebellion began the counterrevolution, by inflaming racism and white supremacy, blaming blacks, and hitting back against their feared victimization by the freed slaves. The three legs of psychologist Karpman's drama triangle of interpersonal violence are: rescuer, persecutor, and victim. White Civil War losers in the Confederacy switched from persecutor of blacks (and in their own rationalization their rescuers) to their victims- thus rationalizing continued oppression... Today a similar cycle of rationalization is in motion among white nationalists: when they're not “owning the libs” and bullying, or “rescuing the country” from foreign “threats” (as if El Salvador, Granada, Vietnam could ever be a real threat to the US) they're reviling minorities, immigrants- now suddenly Trump and MAGA, Red States are the victims of immigrants, Liberals, black shoplifters; Muslims. This process of manipulating the narrative is part of every psy ops campaign- finding ways to frame, harm, confuse, disrupt voters using the emotions and psychology of individuals or groups, creating conflict (victimhood and simultaneous oppression), reason-overwhelming emotions, empathy or revulsion to gain advantage; from selling detergent, to running for office, to “pacifying”, exploiting, re-victimizing  victims of oppression, all the way to waging (culture) war, or denigrating an entire political party- to inflicting profound traumatic social and political damage on an entire country and  globally- via prejudice, racism, warfare, torture- US Intel and Russia-sponsored Trump taking control individuals and groups via traumatizing info warfare-induced PTSD, learned helpless and dependency. https://washingtonmonthly.com/2016/01/21/the-connection-between-victimhood-fear-and-authoritarianism/   https://www.forbes.com/sites/remyblumenfeld/2018/12/07/how-to-transform-your-relationships-by-getting-creative/
Torture as control:- Zersetzung and “psychological torture” allow for the appearance of propriety, and the illusion of freedom, justice, democratic rule while doing just the opposite. The Southern prison warden played in the movie “Cool Hand Luke” puts it perfectly- before he beats the prisoner played by Paul Newman unconscious, “What we have here is a failure to communicate”- bam! Of course he's not engaging in some “Lefty” psychological effort to talk things out, “give peace a chance”. He's mocking the Left while giving a beating, and demonstrating blatant abuse of state power, violence, cruelty in the act of a truncheon to the head. Power is the point. Torture expert Dr. Matin Basoglu says control defines torture. 
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-43722-002
https://insightintelligence.com.au/zersetzung-strategies-and-utilisation-of-psychological-warfare-on-individuals-and-groups-part-one/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17339516/
Control. Period.:The US goal of attaining, maintaining global domination, control means all who resist this domination are enemies- forever war, against domestic and foreign enemies, is required to maintain that control. Doing it secretly, and with counterinsurgency warfare, increases the chances of doing it successfully. Public denial and deflection using information warfare creates less public outcry,  negative publicity, demand for reform from voters and less resistance means less expense, effort, or accountability. As I wrote, lack of voter information and accountability also means illegitimacy.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/conservatives-aim-to-restructure-u-s-government-and-replace-it-with-trumps-vision
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/15/us-threatens-international-criminal-court
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/04/us/politics/mccarthy-republicans-rebellion.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/11/scary-future-american-right-national-conservatism-conference/620746/
https://www.justsecurity.org/87086/the-global-far-right-authoritarian-alliance-threatening-us-democracy-and-how-to-weaken-it/
Recap- The Stakes: Colonialism Forever War- Control of Government- Political Control. 

Control is the key issue- control of media, content, perception especially about politics and the image, reputation of military, intel-style operations, militarized police; fictional portrayal of heroic government programs, cartoon villains, good versus evil propaganda; continued “fear' campaign” about US security, and “rescue” fantasies about government violence; continued ego up campaign about patriotism, military service, patriotic war, romanticized police powers; idealized white hat narrative- TV, Film, novels like Intel spokesman David Ignatius' “white hat” spy novel “The Paladin”, “The FBI”, “Law and Order” and similar propaganda.

Ignatius' spy propaganda https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/05/29/goodness-gracious-david-ignatius/
https://www.salon.com/2007/09/10/propaganda/ 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/06/time-confront-rightwing-myth-makers/
The crime of Control: The long range public/private project to move the entire country, via control of  politics and narrative, to the Right, and criminalize the Left; the Kochs funded Tea party (ignoed by US Intel- how, this is their very mandate), then even further “extremist” Right via the fringe “Freedom Caucus”, Murdoch Right wing propaganda and Fox, superseded by Sinclair, NewsMax and Breitbart; Right wing oligarchs buying media properties like Bezos and the Washington Post, Musk and twitter. Congressional chaos, culture war which does as little as possible but- cut taxes, increase defense spending otherwise gridlocked government embodying failure- Reagan's government the problem. With control of the Presidency down to 6 states, 2 Congressional seats, 100 oligarch funders, the process of gerrymandering to re-draw Congressional districts, disenfranchise protected minorities, and have politicians select their own voters- standing democracy on its head- intensifies. SCOTUS political influence operations. Control is a slow-motion insurrection of its own.
Opportunity: The Presidency, White House insiders- in secret- control more and more executive authority outside the electoral process too; the Department of Justice under the Executive Branch, asks the Presidency, “what do you want the law to say” under the Unitary Executive doctrine; it creates the equivalent of executive fiat, under Right wing “national security” partisan control. Only it doesn't bring national security, because it is the insider threat itself, the ongoing anti-democratic insurrection.
The courts do the same controlled by the Federalist Society naked influence operation, billionaire bribery of Justices. The Supreme Court has abandoned the pretext of establishing a non-partisan overarching judicial philosophy like Federalism, Originalism, Textualism- a rationalization by which  Right wing partisan justices were placed in office- extreme partisanship, nakedly political fiat from the bench, judicial activism, legislating from the bench, “owning the libs”, along with the appearance of corruption. Worse yet, Justice Roberts creates from whole cloth a brand new star chamber, the secret  FISA court gives US Intel a rubber stamp- “what do you want the law to say?” along with loss of even the appearance of oversight from competing branches to the judiciary, Intel and the DOJ are completely unopposed. Fair legal process like defense counsel, judicial review and appeal, and impartiality are out the window before these secret proceedings.
Corporations owned by oligarchs who are also US Intel contractors in key sectors that control entire markets, technology especially:  media, information technology, AI. A small number of oligarchs, desiring deregulation and tax cuts, are easier for counterinsurgency to control. Big oil, as an example of special interests, has received massive subsidies as well as avoiding regulation, appropriate governmental oversight to insure benefit to society, in light of environmental damage, climate change, an existential threat for generations- as oil businessmen ran the Executive branch, with interests in arms manufacturing, consulting. The “invisible hand” of the market alone is supposed to insure pro-social gain; yet it has proven it cannot police itself from the corrupting power of concentrated wealth; billionaires profit from any part of the business cycle- indeed often seek to game the system for profit.
Motive: Vengeance, malice: colonialism is based on violence- the violence of supremacy, racism, militancy necessary to make an empire and then the added violence necessary to enforce the extraction, exploitation underlying colonialism. To recap, colonialism uses these strategies:
· racism, white supremacy

· nationalism

· militarism,

· imperialism
· colonial political, economic control and exploitation
Method: Counterinsurgency is a type of warfare that divides, degrades, disrupts, destroy the opposition. Remaining critics, “enemies” of US Global domination, colonialism on the Left: targets, object of attention- distractions

· Mexican immigrants, 

· Progressives, “socialists” “extremists” “subversives”

· Black shoplifters, protesters, civil rights organizers are still/always the enemy, just like against  slave rebellion nation Haiti, since 1812, or emancipated slaves since 1865.

· Universities, academia- currently also the target of Israeli proxies, funders, corporate blackballing
Seen Most Clearly in the GOP Congress, Culture Wars, and Racism: The Right has largely stopped legislating or developing policy. It has returned to its Nixon/Reagan “Southern Strategy” racist roots, and is now primarily a party based on malice and hate of blacks, the Left, minorities, immigrants, LGBTQ including advocating modern eugenics, violent/retributive ex-ante policing- even  for non-violent offenses like homelessness, mass incarceration, vigilantism, cultural division, police discredit, disruption operations. It has fully committed to anti-democratic, anti-social politics and war on their perceived “enemies”: 

· Preference for the rich, tax cuts

· undoing, rewinding any any policy by Democrats: Obamacare, civil rights legislation, abortion protections, progressive taxation, entitlements, etc.

· Crisis! At the border, anti-immigration (Mexicans, brown people)

· Crisis! In the cities from shoplifters (black people)

· Crisis! In the bathrooms from transexuals, LGBTQ

· Crisis! In the market, inflation!

· Crisis! At the gas pump, inflation!
· Crisis! drug/opium warfare continues (disrupting blacks, the Left- and since methamphetamine, oxycontin, whites as well)-  some drug like crack, ecstasy- or an infection like HIV AIDS or Covid-19 targeting blue cities, continued mass incarceration of minorities, the Left; militarized policing as occupation forces in blue cities (shoplifting! Crime! Drugs!), look for more synthetic opiates, and the latest trend for abuse-the animal tranquilizer Ketamine
US Counterinsurgency uses KUBARK torture to disrupt, destroy “enemies”- in detention and out. Police, Special Operators, and Intelligence Agents all are trained in political operations and  the use of torture. US International relations employs continued forever war to maintain colonial domination, counterinsurgency warfare abroad against resisting countries are called “threats”, “evil” “terrorists”, like the bombing campaign now underway in Iraq, Syria against “Iranian proxies”. Stalemate of Putin until he dies/ is replaced in Ukraine, Middle East focus on Shia Iran on behalf of  Israel, Sunni Saudis, support for oil producers in climate change diplomacy. Ever increasing defense spending, continued increasing intrusion of US Intel in international and domestic media and IT surveillance, information warfare.
Domestically mass incarceration, an army of informants, domination of the economy via corporations, technology, and oligarchs/contractors, increasing concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a few easily controllable Right wing oligarchs, continued exploitation in the workplace, flat wages, desperation economics, CEO pay increases, emoluments and corruption. 
Pivot to China warfare delayed as Russia remains an adversary, while China prefers Biden as a competitor to Trump, who seemingly demanded and didn't receive emoluments and bribes like casino licenses in Macau, and started a costly trade war; China still plans to take Taiwan, develop its global aspirations via the belt and road program, while cementing its regional hegemony, including Taiwan. The GOP continues cautious surreptitious support for, and from Putin- like many developed countries' Right wings. “Axis of evil?”, this year it's Russia, Iran, and North Korea (with minor parts by Cuba, Venezuela, Syria, El Salvador....) Continued corruption of politicians and leaders, and the  colonial system working in favor authoritarian Right wing Military, Industrial, Intel leadership abroad and at home- largely in secret: Cheney's goal still active- maintain global domination, white supremacy and nationalism, militarism, empire, colonial extraction to stay world's strongest and only Superpower, while destroying any critics. The push to renew post 9/11 “Patriot Act” war authorities continues while US Intel continues to use them for counterinsurgency warfare against US citizens regardless of the law. Their rationalization is the national security threat from “both sides” and their “centrist” defense of...democracy? The welfare of...the rich?
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4006926  https://www.theamericanconservative.com/americas-plot-for-world-domination/  https://www.theamericanconservative.com/the-origins-of-u-s-global-dominance/
Conclusion:

Our current government is corrupt, both at the level of personal corruption of elected officials, but also ideological corruption (finding #1,2). Trusted leaders in the economy like heads of corporations, media, and even academia, non-profit organizations, religions are to an extent co-opted. Executive compensation has increased geometrically in the last two decades to reflect management's corruption, increasing disregard for their employees in favor of their shareholders. Concentration of wealth in the hands of the most rich has corrupted our democratic republic into an Oligarchy, as government corruption has allowed concentration of wealth to turn freely into political power. Our public servants, regulators are not interested in helping control of corruption, indeed they appear to be aiding it, and in turn using wealth to spread the control of partisan officials and raise up in turn generations of partisan rich into oligarchs- first in the oil, the military industrial sector (aerospace especially), global transportation, banking, health care and now media, IT, and AI. The future, with control of media and information by these new Right wing oligarchs, and their global domination technology, looks grim for democracy, even if Trump's coup is defeated, the radicalized Right and their sponsors will not be. Their insurrection continues. Indeed, they are likely to turn the Left and Right against each other in the coming “election”. Look for chaos they can manipulate, and trauma they will convert to control.

For example, the number of oligarchs who have been raised up via US Intel or military industrial contracts has increased dramatically (NASA, NSA, and CIA especially); these oligarchs are also purchasing and controlling media, information technology: Musk, the StarLink satellite network, Tesla cars/surveillance platforms, and twitter, Zuckerberg and Facebook, Instagram, Bezos and the Washington Post, Murdoch's NewsCorp and Fox, Wall Street Journal, (and Washington Post), the British tabloids, Sinclair, Newsmax, and Breitbart, CIA contractor PeterTheil's Palantir, and CIA contractor Microsoft's recent takeover of OpenAI.

https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/20/media/elon-musk-fbi-twitter-reliable-sources/index.html
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/3/23/17151916/facebook-cambridge-analytica-trump-diagram https://fortune.com/2023/09/14/elon-musk-starlink-service-denial-ukraine-war-operation-senate-scrutiny/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andygreenberg/2013/08/14/agent-of-intelligence-how-a-deviant-philosopher-built-palantir-a-cia-funded-data-mining-juggernaut/
https://theintercept.com/2017/02/22/how-peter-thiels-palantir-helped-the-nsa-spy-on-the-whole-world/ https://www.npr.org/2023/12/05/1217156258/ex-british-officials-say-murdoch-tabloids-hacked-them-to-aid-corporate-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/30/palantir-peter-thiel-cia-data-crime-police
https://www.businessinsider.com/palantir-ceo-alex-karp-claims-the-companys-tech-is-used-to-target-and-kill-terrorists-2020-5
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/business/media/new-york-times-open-ai-microsoft-lawsuit.html
There have already been several waves of Right-wing insurgencies that have succeeded (Finding #3): The death of many Left-wing/Democratic leaders under Johnson's Presidency/ J Edgar Hoover; the Reagan/Bush Irangate and Saudi/OPEC inflation operations against Carter the post-Church Committee reformer; the Bush/Cheney Intel crony ascendancy to the Presidency (via SCOTUS fiat, Jeb Bush skullduggery, war Presidency powers), and the Trump victory aided by the FBI October Surprise, Russian hacks, Facebook/Cambridge Analytica, SCL/UK Intel contractor-assisted voter manipulation are a few most well documented examples.

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/oil-dependence-and-us-foreign-policy
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna4779686
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/12/24/bush-pardons-iran-contra-felons-dec-24-1992-107204
Most Authoritarianism has one end goal- Power; Rule for the sake of power itself. Whereas the goal of oligarchy is rule by the rich. Authoritarianism supports, uses oligarchy and visa versa, for the twin goals of wealth and power. Ongoing counterinsurgency warfare by US Intel always and primarily seeks power for power itself, rationalized as ideological control, power to destroy enemies, “own” them- narcissistic annihilation of any opposition, and finally in support of rich patrons. All further rationalized as “national security” and “defense”. The threat we face as voters with Trump is the same authoritarian threat that we face as spectators in the conflict between Trump insurgency and the  prior Bush/Cheney post-9/11 “war on terror” Intelligence counterinsurgency- neither are legitimate, neither uphold, defend the Constitution. Neither seek legitimacy of democratic government through a fully informed electorate choosing its government via a free and fair election. And should voters somehow find access to truth- as I have hoped to reveal as best I am able here- their responsibility in the polls should be clear; secrecy only serves to protect these illegitimate, anti-democratic, illiberal. anti-social partisan goals of will to power, greed by the rich, and malice against all who oppose them.
Blacks, the Left are the perennial targets of Right wing partisan aggression, illegal conspiracy, manipulation, counterinsurgency warfare. For a hundred years or more- certainly since J Edgar Hoover- since the Civil War, and longer. This needs to stop. https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi
The Same for Native Americans. https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/facsch/537/
The abandonment of the rule of law, abuse against the Constitution for counterinsurgency warfare, colonial global domination, control and concentration of wealth, power into the hands of the few- oligarchy, has already occurred, is being maintained via KUBARK torture of citizens and against any “threats” to this control, insurrection. This is the real, ongoing insider threat.
The Right wing National Security Establishment (Finding #4): Claiming to represent “the center”, and making war with both the Left (their multi-generational target) AND the far-Right (who they raised up, radicalized), Right wing leaders, oligarchs, and US Intel- perhaps around several thousand top leaders, plus 15,000 families beneficiary of oligarchy, and 18-20 million collaborators to the colonial military state, offer full embrace of our government clandestinely serving, advancing, and protecting colonialism, oligarchic capitalism from all challenge- “anti-capitalism” from the Left isn't tolerated- isn't allowed even as free-speech; it's treated as “terrorism”; yet critics of the colonial system, US militarism are “enemies” of the state- though the Constitution does not specify preference for capitalism, it protects “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”; while in reality anti-capitalism is very much what is actually PRACTICED BY THE RIGHT; US Intel is devoted to protecting the interest of the very rich, corporations above all other competing interests- such as equal justice or civil rights- and in turn being funded by these interests. Under modern “capitalism”, which as MLK points out is really “socialism for the rich”- state-sponsored protections for the rich such as controlled anti-competitive markets, impunity for corruption, control of labor, coordinated markets, rent taking, desperation labor via lack of social safety nets- the staples of colonial economics- have state sanction, protection under US Right wing authoritarianism.

Finding #5: US Intel is at war via Counterinsurgency and hybrid, asymmetric warfare with US citizens. The same methods used by Nixon and Reagan, have been perfected by Bush/Cheney- the US is on the verge of chaos and despair by design- from without and within, including protracting the chaos, fear, lawlessness of the Trump insurgency: Russia's hybrid warfare creating chaos and mistrust, conflict, also using a mentally unstable criminal as a Right wing backed authoritarian (Trump) because he supports racism, nationalism, evangelical culture war issues championed by the Right, which Intel-style operators have spent the last 40 years setting up- a partisan, corrupt supreme Court and Right wing Congress, border crisis narrative (though unlimited immigrants in reality keep wages flat- exploitation economics is what the colonial economy depends on), a “shoplifting”/crime crisis narrative (the trope of a morally depraved minority- is projection, blaming the victim, it was the large pharmacy groups that raised prices of medications, especially oxycontin), whatever drug crisis du jour (orchestrated with US Intel: opium, LSD, crack, oxycontin...),  forever malign, despicable foreign adversaries (another projection)- instead very real dangers from our supposed “allies- currently fellow authoritarian states”: Israel, the Saudis, Turkey....
Trump  organized crime https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/05/donald-trump-2016-mob-organized-crime-213910/
mentally unstable https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2017/09/22/is-trump-mentally-ill-or-is-america-psychiatrists-weigh-in/
https://www.governing.com/community/debunking-the-myth-of-a-shoplifting-crisis
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/cvs-walgreens-announce-opioid-settlements-totaling-10-billion
https://slate.com/business/2022/11/cvs-walgreens-shoplifting-plexiglass-barriers-pharmacies.html
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/pep20-05-02-001.pdf
Russia chaos, hybrid warfare via their client Trump says the quiet part out loud, showing the truth to the world that we wont admit; US denial, secrecy, hypocrisy, deception. A criminal authoritarian oligarch, a narcissist fraud, running the country; the goal in hybrid warfare is chaos and destabilization- much the same as US Intel goals on the world, and US citizens both- to create pervasive distress, leading to PTSD which will lead to widespread instability, division, helplessness, divert attention from Russia's own Right wing counterinsurgency ops in EU and around the world, against democracies....
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/intelligence-studies-essay-hybrid-warfare-home-asymmetric-tactics-are-not-just-used-ukraine-they-are
https://www.c4isrnet.com/opinion/2020/06/05/protests-a-pandemic-and-evidence-of-a-hybrid-war/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/342986352_HYBRID_WAR_AND_ITS_PSYCHOLOGICAL_CONSEQUENCES
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00068-023-02230-y
As a result of endless war, decades of counterinsurgency warfare, the US population, citizens, voters are legitimately suffering from violence, moral injury, and PTSD- minorities and Progressives are particularly traumatized, because they have been targeted by counterinsurgency warfare, abuse of power, psy ops, torture for generations now. They see their counterparts in other developed countries particularly Canada, the EU rapidly eclipsing us as to quality of life and living standards- and chafe at knowing this degradation is deliberate. We all also suffer from very successful hybrid warfare against us by Russia, and the MAGA Right which US Intel itself has not protected us from, as well as from Right wing operatives like the Kochs, Mercer, Murdoch and Right wing information warfare, harassment, “disruption”, corruption. Now we must plan and fore-arm ourselves for whatever plans both Trump and Russia, and Right wing US Intel have against us- before and after the election, regarding their planned authoritarianism, coup, insurrection, dictatorship.
https://warontherocks.com/2015/04/america-did-hybrid-warfare-too/
https://academic.oup.com/ia/article/94/3/477/4992414
https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-17-venezuela-and-hybrid-wars-in-latin-america/
More US Leaders are suffering from moral degeneracy, moral injury, mental illness- in support of insurrection, colonialism, Intelligence skulduggery. These illegal, immoral programs, systems of violence and exploitation rely on PTSD, severe personality disorders, moral injury themselves; global domination is  a type of megalomania. Bush and Cheney are alcoholics, Cheney and Barr both have the feral growl and lack of moral compass of antisocials. Trump is a malignant narcissist. He is driven by instinct and ambition. Most of all he will do anything to stay in power and out of jail- like other autocrats Netanyahu, the Saudis' MBS, Orban, Bolsanaro....

Antisocials and sociopaths on the Right, dark triad personalities and nepotism in US Intelligence lead to seeking out, training, promoting operatives without conscience, moral compass, remorse: subservience to the dark side. Intel operators insist they are White Hat Good Guys while they have a running joke about everything black: Black arts, black ops: Black Cube, Blackwater, Black rock... Sociopaths like the FBI's J Edgar Hoover, Nixon, CIA  poisoner in chief Gottlieb, J.J. Angelton, E Howard Hunt and CIA chief Dulles, CIA torturers Haspel,  Brennan, Contractors Bannon, Stone, Manafort, Nixon, Kissinger, Cheney. CIA contractor oligarchs Bezos, Musk, Theil...many with impunity for their criminal sociopathy once they work for US Intel/the government.

CIA “poisoner in chief” Gottlieb and the cover story of “mind control”; the CIA search for poisons and deployment of drugs on the US population https://www.everand.com/audiobook/479575452/Dark-Psychology-How-to-Notice-Manipulators-and-Psychopaths  
https://www.everand.com/audiobook/487762405/Serial-Killers-Psychopath-Sociopath-and-Narcissist-Personality-Disorders-and-Their-Dire-Consequence
Gottlieb's boss, Nazi banker Allen Dulles https://eightify.app/summary/politics-and-current-events/nelson-rockefeller-allen-dulles-fueling-america-s-foes
J Edgar Hoover https://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/2020/09/02/new-documentary-states-its-case-trump-being-malign
https://www.everand.com/book/569818594/Why-We-Elect-Narcissists-and-Sociopaths-And-How-We-Can-Stop   https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5680983/
https://www.everand.com/book/523965760/America-s-Sociopathic-Leadership-Reversing-the-Downward-Spiral
https://www.ellwoodcityledger.com/story/news/education/2018/03/01/former-cia-operative-talks-about/13987042007/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/10/dark-triads-toxic-personalities/675683/
US colonialism: counterinsurgency has the aim of creating global domination through massive despair, helplessness, PTSD. The goal of global hybrid warfare, chaos and destabilization, anger, hate, malice- much the same as US Intel goals- is to create pervasive distress, leading to trauma. It is a sociopathic strategy of endless destruction, destabilization, destruction for control, domination, power and profit. Immoral, sick, pathological, anti-social, un-American.

Anti-democracy systematically ignores human costs, suffering, Constitutional protections and democracy- and the will of the voters; it is an insurgency against the Constitution, rule of law, and civilized social norms. How does this affects voters? There are very few people in power trying to help voters and civil society resist, recover from the effects of chaos, PTSD- and teach effective coping, resistance skills, preparation necessary for the coming non-violent social, civil resistance, disobedience that will likely be required to restore legitimate democratic government. It is early February as I finish this briefing: we have 9 months left to prepare ourselves, families, churches, workplaces, communities. The Democratic party and social, human rights NGOs are not doing enough against the very real, generational insider threat of US colonialism and Right wing government control.

Yet there is much we can do, must do.
Recommendations:
A) Information and resources: Guiding principles for individuals and citizen activists moving forward should be pursuit of truth, non-violent social protest, the restoration of democratic rule, fidelity to the the Constitution, and repair of the social contract through a process of Truth and Reconciliation for victims and perpetrators alike- the truth will out. The first step of all reform is the truth. Our government and her offices, leaders must commit to a Truth and Reconciliation process whereby the war crimes, crimes against humanity, insurrection activity against the Constitution and illegal partisan activity described here find a just process for resolution and responsibility. Replacing one insurgency with another does not achieve any of these goals.

Hurt people hurt people. The 20 million people with counter terrorism training, which identified the Left, blacks as targets- most from the Right- necessary to control the US through counterinsurgency warfare, KUBARK torture are people with PTSD themselves: military and ex-military (12 million), US Intel and Spec ops (1 million), police, first responders (2 million plus), prison guards and coerced informants from the prison system (10 million), Homeland Security (1 million)- all victims of the PTSD trauma from training or secondary trauma from witnessing harm to others, a  majority trained or experienced in counterinsurgency warfare. Others include military contractors, medical personnel, militia, and vigilantes. Just like many of the perpetrators during WWII were victims of WWI warfare. Humanizing the face of Democrats, the Left to these demographics is important, to de-escalate their hostility, aggression, fear, and PTSD.

https://www.americantruthnow.org/
https://www.justice.gov/archive/ll/highlights.htm
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/nctc-home
https://www.justice.gov/archive/911/counterparts.html
The exaggerated threat https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/step-back-lessons-us-foreign-policy-failed-war-terror#  Fear, anxiety https://www.jstor.org/stable/3647734  PTSD https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4440492/
B) Keeping the Moral High Ground- Is America good or bad? Our Government is corrupt and our protectors, US Intelligence, the media, NGOs are largely complicit, collaborators in the Bush/Cheney “war on terror” or Trump Right wing insurgencies. They're not only willing to replace the Constitution, human rights, and  the rule of law with their own ideology (US global domination- colonialism, or Trump's explicit white nationalism), but they are happy to do so through profound extrajudicial, state sponsored violence and cruel, inhumane treatment, torture of civilians, families, children, neighbors, co-workers as “possible threats”. The only remedy for this level of inhumanity is repentance, Truth and Reconciliation, restoration of democracy, Human Rights as our guiding star. Once the danger of the Trump/Russia/Saudi coup is past, a Church Committee- style inquiry is called for, but with Truth and Reconciliation authorities. The US must join the ICC (International Criminal Court) as our own justice system is compromised, unable to investigate itself, or try our top leaders for war crimes, crimes against humanity which are too grave to be pardoned without full disclosure through a reconciliation process. 900,000 people died in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan on a pretext, half civilian. 700,000 excess deaths resulted from Trump deliberate partisan disinformation during the Covid 19 pandemic.

America at least has a history of moral courage and progress in freeing the slaves, suffrage for women, civil rights, non profits and civil society, human rights activism, environmentalism, religious liberty, Academic freedom,cultural diversity and immigration, community service and activism, scientific innovation, higher education and liberal arts, non-violent protest and social justice, and widespread love for the freedoms and protections of the Constitution.

700,000 Covid dead from Trump/ Kushner https://www.businessinsider.com/kushner-covid-19-plan-maybe-axed-for-political-reasons-report-2020-7
Brown U. “Costs of War” 900,000 dead, half civilian in “war on terror” https://www.brown.edu/news/2021-09-01/costsofwar
Moral costs https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/social/rights
Strategic costs of torture https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/strategic-costs-torture
I served in Pakistan in Operation Enduring Freedom in 2010. This ended up being ground zero for another wave of CIA insurrection I witnessed first-hand during the Obama's Presidency. The CIA declared itself independent of the US State Department, which had always been the top authority in foreign countries under President-appointed ambassadors. The CIA effectively said it was co-equal with the President, appointed its own country chiefs of station, apart from Ambassadors and embassies, declared itself immune from prosecution for torture or war crimes under the Bush/Cheney war on terror or under Obama's watch- regardless of the secret crimes against humanity taking place in  places like Pakistan- , then twisted Obama's arm- there were 14 White House fence jumpers-and widespread failure of the Secret Service protective details, before Obama granted the CIA full pardons from torture. The CIA also forced Obama appointees- confirmed by Congress- in the State Department who were sympathetic to Pakistan out of government, sometimes violently- they set policy themselves, took a hard line on “extremists” there and also domestically in the “war on terror”, even used counterinsurgency warfare on fellow government officers- illegally tried to run anyone who didn't agree like me out of government through cruel and inhumane treatment under Bush/Cheney;Trump did the same, also used covert methods to force non-partisans out of service too.

I've been subject to rough justice, torture ever since serving in Pakistan, like other Obama appointees:   Senior Executive Ambassador Robin Raphel faced the “secret documents in your home files” op, (I had secret documents planted in my files twice (top secret once!)- but found them in time), Ambassador to Pakistan Cameron Munter, and poor Afghanistan War SRAP Richard Holbrooke gave his life for peace when Bush/Cheney/US Intel wanted war. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/22/us/robin-raphel-spying-case-ends-without-charges-lawyer-says.html   https://serialpodcast.org/maps/bergdahl-and-the-war-in-afghanistan
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/03/obamas-legacy-of-impunity-for-torture/555578/
https://theintercept.com/2019/12/04/george-bush-barack-obama-and-the-cia-torture-cover-up/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/12/22/a-christmas-pardon-torture-report-obama-bush-cheney/
https://www.cnn.com/2013/03/03/world/pakistan-deadly-blasts/index.html
C) Get out the vote versus suppressing the vote. Books have been written on the various voter  manipulation and suppression techniques use to manipulate the vote. Chaos in the political process and disgust at the level of corruption are two important ones. And voting is increasingly inconvenient, as well as difficult for minorities and the poor.  The most important thing we can do is make voter suppression illegal. Red governors, Secretaries of State purging voter rolls of likely opposition voters, and the criminal justice system disenfranchising voters targeted for non-violent minor infractions, drug use, mental health issues, homelessness, etc. is just repeating the original Constitutional restrictions of voting privilege to white land-owning males, before universal suffrage, and Jim Crow/white supremacy “voting purity” disenfranchisement.

D) Counterinsurgency warfare is anti-democratic, authoritarian- it's very difficult to function at all, yet alone vote while under disruption operations, torture, human rights abuses including medical manipulation, less than lethal poisoning, chronic illness pathway exploitation (see Appendix VI). We must rise to the challenge to protect our civil rights and human rights like Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, Gandhi, Jesus, and meet violence with truth, non-violent resistance, education, organization, protest.

E) Organize locally, think globally. Universal human rights, welfare of humanity and the planet are in the balance- literally like never before in human history. The US now dominates the entire world through a system of sophisticated Information technology, extreme corruption, and cruelty, inhumane treatment, unheard of levels of military technology and torture expertise, and a cadre of millions willing to go to any extreme morally to keep US power and privilege. Educate, organize, speak out, donate, vote, care- and resist the inhumanity of the world's most powerful, and cunning global colonial superpower.

· education, human rights are universal, human rights abuses are prevalent in the US, not just developing countries, and in countries that resist US domination

· heal, stay centered, well- counter chaos with peace

· counter hate with compassion, non-violence

· human rights alerts circulated, and publicized

· feed the poor, heal the sick, visit the prisoner, remember the golden rule

· self care: meditate, music, breathe, yoga, relaxation- the goal is to unwind stress before it becomes trauma, PTSD

Countering counterinsurgency warfare- resistance, resilience, hope, activism:

· vote, participate, donate, get involved- expect counterinsurgency violence, disruption

· understand, prevent distress, anxiety, PTSD

· maintain friendships, family ties. Expect government agents, informants here too

· stay informed, expect psy ops, disinformation, information warfare- have good sources of news

· limit toxic social media exposure, develop trusted media sources- be aware of efforts to co-opt those sources: for example NPR is increasingly partisan government propaganda, Musk's corruption of twitter, corruption of the Washington Post as examples (Bezos is placing Murdoch NewsCorp execs in power)
What to expect (Part I):  More Trump rallies, which increasingly call for violence, disruption, retribution. Normalizing, prefiguring authoritarianism, dictatorship. States taking up with counterinsurgency operations where Federal programs leave off like Texas, Kentucky- state governments rebel against Federal authority, escalating violence against powerless, social victims, scapegoating of the homeless, LGBTQ, immigrants, abortion access and medical/reproductive freedoms- states requesting medical records, assembling dossiers for persecution also using access to corporate espionage like Facebook, Amazon, twitter, Microsoft, other CIA /NSA contractors, federal Intel partners, use of deadly force by citizens/vigilantes as well as militarized police. States resuming eugenics programs in prisons, torture especially in private prisons; use of contractors for the most vile of the violence. Courts increasingly openly partisan. Police militarization, coordination with the CIA, FBI in blue city fusion centers, increased defense spending. Suppression of blue cities, states increases. Drug warfare increases, mass incarceration for non-violent offenses; Civil rights, activist persecution.
Violence, provocations, state-sponsored violence, detention, malicious prosecution, counterinsurgency warfare operations disguised as “investigations”, division, discrediting, disruption, destruction.
Expect social media manipulation, radicalization algorithms run by US as well as international state actors using big data, AI, data harvesting, election manipulation technology, along with private partners: Facebook, Instagram, twitter, Fox, MSNBC, Microsoft, Washington Post, Google....

Expect disinformation, misinformation, psychological warfare, chaos, confusion, discontent, playing up division, attacks on civil and human rights, rolling back social justice progress, state violence, murder.
Mass incarceration, torture increases- more drug warfare, criminalization of non-violent acts like protest, even calling them “terrorism”;groups on the Left like LGBTQ, environmentalists, civil rights advocates - Partisan torture, disproportionate punishment, warfare not justice, peace, welfare, prosperity, progress. Police gangs, “scorpion squads”, ex ante policing, police gangs, death squads.

Courts, the judicial system are further compromised, pro-corporate, anti-regulatory judicial activism continues from the Federalist Society and other Right wing billionaires, along with full judicial support of police and Intelligence controls. Wide approval of all  “investigations” as a “possible security threats”, rubber stamp authority from the FISA court; habeas corpus waived during civil disturbance under martial law, mass detention, prison camps, orphans, disappearances, etc. Unmarked vans, unmarked men with guns in uniform abduct, detain lawful protesters, paramilitary detention camps under secret Unitary Executive Intel/war powers....

You probably can't count on your elected representatives, especially in Red states, constituent services- demand that your representative begin to develop- and publish constituent services information and beef up their staff, make local contacts with police, district attorneys, legal aid groups, and non-profit  civil rights agencies. Make sure you have lawyers numbers, a bail card, and numbers for local civil rights agencies on you person, especially if you plan to demonstrate.

You need to protect yourself from police, vigilantes, provocateurs, informants- even in you own family, neighborhood, at work if you plan on protesting. Pay attention to who is asking you or those close to you a lot of questions, or who seems to have questionable motives, is being divisive, seeking slander, discredit you and those close to you. Anyone pushing drug use or other illegal activity is highly suspect- even if legal on the state level it is not legal federally! It will be used against you! Install outdoor lights, get a dog, form your own neighborhood watch, install local alarms/cameras (not mass surveillance connected to the internet!)

What to Expect, Part II: George Floyd Protests as Insurrection Rehearsal- the Past is Prologue:
· Protests of some especially egregious militarized police murder, or Trump pre-election insurrection chaos and polarizing operation  like storming the Capitol turn confrontational, arrests, dossiers, investigations begin:

· provocateurs, informants, vigilantes- seek to make protesters seem violent, provoke militarized, massive destructive response, disinformation and discrediting in press, mass arrests and violence on blacks, protesters- a test of loyalty begins

· civil unrest, disturbances turn violent; detention camps, deportations, counterinsurgency pretext 

· emergency powers, states militia, national guard, turn to weapons of war- gas, bullets, beatings

· unmarked white vans (belonging to Homeland security, they have bases in many cities) unmarked DHS Bortac (Border Tactical), DOJ Prison Riot teams, police SWAT forces begin snatching people from the streets

· Kyle Rittenhouse- style police vigilante intimidation, murder, militia from neighboring (Red) states (“outside agitators”) used for provocation, chaos...given impunity

· while Antifa, Left wing vigilantes, if involved in violence, even if accidental, are immediately  pursued, murdered by death squads 

· infiltration of events, churches, non-profits, protests- and provocations to violence, division to slow, disrupt, end civic action

· police lynchings- police “murder gangs” (as in California/Vallejo) begin vigilante justice

· DINO chaos agents like Eric Adams- NY mayor, NYPD plus NY field office FBI- blue city occupation police brutality, covert counter-activism, against voter intent, intentional sabotage of blue cities, governments, bussing immigrants, crime, homelessness, bankruptcy- necessitate greater police powers, spending. Recruitment from red states. Forward occupation bases.

· Atlanta death squad murder of “Cop City” protester, police base/training centers used as forward operating bases for counterinsurgency warfare, militarized policing, control 

· immigration deportations, orphaning, children, torture in detention camps, denial of care, loss of records, mass incarceration

· emergency powers, states militia, national guard activates, weapons and tactics of war

· use of drones, advanced surveillance technology

· car rammings of protesters, terrorism against protesters, then later impunity, or violence ignored, misreported by press

· police abuse, kettling of protesters, beating, gassing, shooting, murder, weapons of war, sniper shootings

· provocation, militarism- non-violents old man pushed to ground, onlookers, press roughed up, camera stolen, random beatings, impunity for violence, community BBQ cook shot in the head

From the Lafayette Park Massacre:

· provocateurs start “violence”- throwing soup cans, frozen water bottles

· national guard responds with weapons of war- gas, horses, sound weapons, less-lethal rounds

· media blames protesters
· Trump uses violence for politically motivated message of chaos, fear

· DOJ uses “violence” as a pretext to declare war on “antifa” and the Left, counterinsurgency.

The police can be allies- it helps to befriend an officer ahead of any problem like November 2024, but just as easily turning to the police can be a peril- keep contact with the police public, know your rights, have a lawyer card and phone card, and remember the police can and do lie- respect them as much as possible but- trust but verify, remember militarized police are at war with civilians. Shut the heck up if detained. Cooperate physically, practice non-violent resistance only when in public supported by others. https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/stopped-by-police
Militarized police when in the militant role are a significant danger, even in your home, even if you are non-violent. They are expert in provocation, escalation, and will easily and expertly resort to escalation of force, even deadly force. Police are infiltrated with white nationalists, and may are veterans of violent warfare, are trained provocatuers. In addition, police today coordinate with Intel officials who may be trying to frame, disrupt, destroy you as a “possible threat” via Fusion centers with the FBI, CIA, FBI local field offices in blue cities, informants, agents provocateur, vigilantes, “contractors” like Black Cube (Israel) or Pinkerton (US anti-labor) and local representatives of foreign intelligence services. Counterinsurgency warfare (divide, discredit, degrade, disrupt, destroy), detention, mass incarceration, and KUBARK torture, use of informants and vigilantes are always an active threat to blacks, the Left especially progressives, environmentalists, Muslims, immigrants, Native American pipeline protesters, animal rights activists, Occupy Wall Street- basically any political activist group not pro-Right wing (and lately some Right wing groups to like KKK, Proud Boys, Michigan militia, in a nod toward “Centrism” after the Trump coup).

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/2016-17-vol-42/vol-42-no-1/police-militarization-and-the-war-on-citizens/
Fusion Centers- how the CIA came back into blue cities https://www.aclu.org/documents/more-about-fusion-centers  https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-police-extremism/
Intelligence Agency “contractors” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_intelligence_agency
https://jacobin.com/2020/06/government-surveillance-activists-labor-organizers-pinkertons
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4440492/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/Factsheet32EN.pdf
Be aware of US Intel KUBARK Torture (see Appendix)- 4 things scientifically: isolation, pain, confusion, unpredictability. Look out for:

· informants in your neighborhood, work, family, lies, relationships falling apart, betrayal, spying

· lies and accusations, social media radicalization, criminal radicalization algorithms in your social media: 

· race, drug use, komprant, anti-authoritarianism, “conspiracism” etc. targeted as “terrorism”

· use of toxins, food poisoning, illness, accidents- and especially sleep deprivation to harm, “disrupt”

· expect public harassment, bullying, threats to create a sense of fear, anxiety, intimidation

The Antidote to torture- connection, comfort and healing, understanding, flexibility. 

Unfortunately, all of the torture treatment centers in the country have come under the control of the government, which captured them with Department of Health and Human Services refugee resettlement funding, then insisted only legal immigrants could be treated, anything else wasn't “torture”. Thus all experts in counseling, treatment of torture now effectively work for the very government that uses widespread KUBARK torture; but expertise is still available in academic sources:

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/torture-and-trauma
https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/darkness-comes-cia-torture-victims-describe-how-mental-scars-never-go     https://psychnews.psychiatryonline.org/doi/10.1176/pn.42.3.0009a
Develop your own robust coping strategy- faith, hope, determination, service, patriotism, democracy,

just like how Holocaust survivors coped- little acts of hope, vision, kindness, as detailed in psychiatrist Elie Wissel's  book “Night”: https://www.ipl.org/essay/Resilience-In-Elie-Wiesels-Night-FC5CAUFN6ZT    https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00068-023-02230-y
Self care: Meditate, relax, breathe, music, journal; de-stressing regularly.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/types-of-mental-health-problems/post-traumatic-stress-disorder-ptsd-and-complex-ptsd/self-care/
https://www.ptsd.va.gov/gethelp/selfhelp_coping.asp
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/ptsd-trauma/ptsd-symptoms-self-help-treatment.htm
*Film, document, publicize, and call for social action, non-violent resistance, in cases of illegal activity, violence, intimidation, confrontation, bullying, harassment, abuse, vandalism, sleep deprivation, arrest, threats.

*Speak out, practice activism, experience solidarity we shall overcome.

*Plan. Start planning now! Start focused education, training, action. (Organizing, non-violent resistance, resisting stress, trauma resilience). Start a support group. Start a legal fee fund, lawyer retainer. States are starting to try to make group, NGO “bail funds” illegal for poor detainees.
*What are your redlines/trip wires/bottom lines for activism, protest, escape, resistance, recovery? Take a day to plan with family or friends. https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/downloads/is15aspecialeventsplanning-jamanual.pdf     https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/6023
*Decide in advance whether you will protest. Get a buddy or group. Commit to nonviolence- but take a class in non-violent resistance. Tell people your plan.

https://www.usip.org/publications/2016/10/education-and-training-nonviolent-resistance
https://nonviolencetoolkit.com/nonviolence-toolkit-methods-tactics-nonviolent-demonstration-safety-training
*Focus and intent. Prayers, thanks, gratitude. Be the change you want in the world.

*Pack your readiness “bug out bag”. Pray to God and row to shore. Prep.
· first aid

· communications rendezvous plan

· a bugout bag, plan

· backup coms, cell phone, calling card

· backup ID, cash, “go bag”

· disposable cell phone to film/video any conflict

· have a list of emergency numbers, information

· medication, cash

*Connect. Make local, regional, national, and connections. Learn about International relations, solidarity, information from other countries especially also experiencing authoritarian resistance, US colonial abuses, human rights abuses, torture: 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/about-us/who-we-are/activist-groups/
https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/c.php?g=496970&p=3401901
Consider joining human rights NGOs, supporting them; insist they have monitors and representatives in the coming elections and afterward, for the anticipated second wave of the insurrection:

Amnesty International https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/stop-torture/
Human Rights Watch https://www.hrw.org/topic/torture
ACLU https://www.aclu.org/issues/national-security/torture
US Prisons https://ccrjustice.org/torture-us-prisons
MCS (Doctors Without Burders) https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/mexico-treating-migrants-whove-faced-extreme-violence-or-torture
What to Expect, Part II: Trump has already given us a dress rehearsal for four escalating levels of civil/political conflict in the lead up and aftermath of the 2024 election:
Scenario 1) Right wing foreign authoritarians, corporations/US Intel contractors, FBI, Congress or SCOTUS attempts to interrupt, influence the election- high confidence, high likelihood.
Scenario 2) MAGA takes over the Capitol, White House, etc. Lawmakers are intimidated, chaos, election goes back to states, media confusion, disinformation from corporate media, right wing disinformation. Already happened. No data on confidence (speculation based on history) low to moderate likelihood

Scenario 3) Police, military in the streets, armed provocateurs everywhere, shootings start, mass detention, violence, tear gas, rubber bullets, etc. like George Floyd protests; psy ops, information warfare moderate likelihood, especially if Trump loses election. He will certainly call for resistance.
Scenario 4) Tactical teams, men in black arrive at people's doors, start detention; camps start getting used at military bases in the desert, abandoned malls, armories, etc. Families are split, children orphaned. psy ops, information warfare in media, reporters fired. Protests face military violence like LaFayette Park protest. Trump issues secret orders to military, US Intel to detain, inter protesters, resistance, opposition, and even disappear,  kill “enemies” low likelihood but possible
Scenario 5) full counterinsurgency warfare like US and police in Honduras, or Iraq; mass disappearances, torture camps, deportations, MAGA death squads, full civil war aided by Russian, Saudi operatives and contractors. unlikely but possible
Scenario 6) Open Civil War II: Red vs. Blue, the Hunger Games, North vs South- very unlikely but not impossible in some restrained way. It's already secretly the Right vs. the Left, with US tax dollars supporting unlimited counterinsurgency warfare, mass incarceration, KUBARK torture against the Left- like scenario 5. Unlikely, but non-zero. This is a 4-5 sigma event- 3% likelihood, must be planned for though as failure is catastrophic for individuals/families/groups/employers. It is likely private security contractors and para-government organizations like US Diplomatic Security Overseas Security Advisory Council  and the FBI are already quietly issuing prep guidance. https://www.osac.gov/
unlikely.

https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/09/politics/biden-officials-exercise-2024-election-chaos/index.html
https://www.ucop.edu/laboratory-management/_files/security/thrt_awrness_def_secbrief.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/video-repository/ops-partnerships-072122.mp4/view
https://www.finra.org/events-training/conferences-events/fbi-cyber-threat-briefing-series
Resources- who has already studied, experienced KUBARK counterinsurgency war torture, ops?
Racism, corrosion, “weathering” research thoroughly documents the terrible toll that counterinsurgency warfare plays on individuals and targeted groups of colonial KUBARK counterinsurgency degradation, disruption : blacks, the Left, labor organizers and unions, workers, minorities, immigrants, environmentalists, native Americans, pipeline protesters, Occupy Wall Street, “extremists” activists, organizers- anyone who is against or viewed as resisting, “threatening” the ruling Right wing global colonial regime:

· Irish novel “Prophet Song”, Orwell's 1984, Mailer's Harlots Ghost, John LaCarre novels like”The Mission Song” https://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/17/books/review/Gordon.t.html
 https://www.npr.org/2024/01/08/1196978651/nprs-book-of-the-day-draft-01-08-2024, 

· Movies: Firefly, Stranger Things, Brazil, The OA

· Scholarship: Alfred McCoy, Matin Basogli, Nicholas Lemann

· Whistleblowers: Michael German, John Kiriokou

· HR Organizations: ACLU, HRW, Amnesty International, UN, the Brennan Center, MCS

· Media: The Guardian, Moyers and Company, The Intercept (though their job is likely to “intercept” leaks)
· compromise alert- Washington Post now taken over by oligarch, CIA contractor Bezos, using executives from Murdoch's NewsCorp, NPR, MSNBC increasingly propaganda outlet, CNN shift to Right by new Executive.
· the victims speak: https://merip.org/2009/06/american-torture/
· https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34606480/
· https://www.justsecurity.org/78880/a-torture-survivor-speaks-at-the-guantanamo-military-commissions/
· https://ccrjustice.org/home/blog/2016/09/26/voices-ground-abu-ghraib-torture-survivors-speak-geneva
· https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/11577/pdf
· https://theintercept.com/2023/07/31/fbi-isis-sting-mentally-ill-teen/
· https://theintercept.com/2023/08/01/fbi-infiltrate-activists-first-amendment/
· https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/magazine/fbi-terrorism-terry-albury.html
· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:American_torture_victims
· https://merip.org/2009/06/american-torture/
· https://www.courthousenews.com/sympathy-but-no-relief-on-claim-of-fbi-torture/
· https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/25/us-has-failed-to-compensate-tortured-victims-of-its-iraq-prisons-hrw
· Ju,lian Assange https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7316471/
· https://theintercept.com/2024/02/20/deconstructed-julian-assange-prison-martin-gottesfeld/
· https://www.aclu.org/news/civil-liberties/a-conversation-with-survivors-of-the-cias-post-9-11-torture-program
· https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/13/cia-torture-survivors-sue-psychologists-aclu
· https://phr.org/our-work/resources/remembering-the-victims-of-us-torture/
· https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/04/victims-of-us-torture-respond-to-the-new-terror-detainee-report/274884/
· https://www.aclu.org/podcast/survivors-of-the-cia-torture-program-almost-20-years-later
· https://theintercept.com/2019/09/11/fbi-cia-black-site-guantanamo/

Torture of US Citizens by the Government
· https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/31/chelsea-manning-us-torture-un-official-wikileaks
· https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/147/1/e2020012930/33464/Treatment-of-Migrant-Children-on-the-US-Southern?autologincheck=redirected
· https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/magazine/fbi-terrorism-terry-albury.html
· https://ccrjustice.org/torture-us-prisons
· https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4443310
· https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/case-tortured-us-citizen-tests-obama-administration-human-rights
· https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/american-seeks-political-asylum-sweden-alleging-torture-fbi-coercion-flna722691
· https://www.courthousenews.com/sympathy-but-no-relief-on-claim-of-fbi-torture/
· https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fbi-torture-abroad-sued-appeals-court_n_562a479de4b0ec0a389422b3
· https://www.aclusocal.org/en/news/tortured-us-citizen-freed-middle-eastern-prison
· Lynchings  https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/11/settlement-willie-mccoy-killed-police-vallejo-california
· Death Squads https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-12-10/after-a-year-in-office-l-a-county-sheriff-talks-deputy-gangs-jail-deaths-overdoses
· https://sfbayview.com/2021/06/vallejo-pd-death-squad-one-year-after-sean-monterrosas-death-at-the-hands-of-police-doj-finds-pattern-of-abuse/
· https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/dec/17/ketamine-law-enforcement-deaths-custody-elijah-mcclain
· https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html
· https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/oct/19/cornel-west-george-floyds-public-lynching-pulled-the-cover-off-who-we-really-are

· https://apnews.com/article/portland-protests-fatal-shooting-lawsuit-7c9244836bc4e08c8c5ae4cfcaaea5c8

· Terrorist Car Rammings and impunity https://www.wsj.com/articles/cars-have-hit-protesters-more-than-100-times-this-year-11603645201

· Assassinations?  Reporter Michael Hastings after Gen. Petraeus https://nymag.com/news/features/michael-hastings-2013-11/

· Reporter Gary Webb CIA/Crack https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2004-dec-12-me-webb12-story.html
· Minnesota Sen. Paul Wellstone, family plane crash after voting against Iraq war https://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/25/national/minnesota-crash-kills-wellstone-amid-senate-fight.html
· https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/2/3/22263444/new-chicago-police-torture-archive-details-acts-of-jon-burge-and-underlings
· https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-baltimore-rough-rides-20150501-story.html
· https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside-americas-horrifying-modern-day-eugenics-movement
· https://theintercept.com/2024/02/20/deconstructed-julian-assange-prison-martin-gottesfeld/
· https://www.businessinsider.com/family-recieves-33-million-lawsuit-oklahoma-jail-death-terral-ellis-2023-8
· https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/01/29/terrall-ellis-jail-death-video/
· https://www.theroot.com/florida-inmate-starves-to-death-unable-to-reach-his-fo-1849668781
· https://www.newsweek.com/2023/01/20/starved-death-american-jail-man-who-couldnt-pay-100-bail-1773459.html
Appendix I:  15 Things Explained? By Counterinsurgency War
1) Zerstezung and “degrade”- as part of US war on citizens, mass incarceration, mass surveillance, counterinsurgency warfare these techniques: divide, discredit, disrupt, degrade, destroy- applied to individuals and groups- in the CIA's MKULTRA research program and others. “Weathering” of blacks under stress of racism, Cointelpro https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/03/28/1166404485/weathering-arline-geronimus-poverty-racism-stress-health https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zersetzung 

2) Nazis studied in the US midwest to learn how to get away with segregation, US-style racism.
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/11/what-america-taught-the-nazis/540630/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/04/30/how-american-racism-influenced-hitler
3) Allen Dulles, the Nazi banker, head of the CIA, who helped recruit Nazis for counterinsurgency war, research torture in South America, the USA. White Hat? Good Guy? He also oversaw the MKULTRA poisoning, drugging of millions of Americans, and despite being fired by Kennedy, after the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba, was put on his assassination investigation commission. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/1988-06-01/blowback-us-recruitment-nazis-and-its-effects-cold-war-paperclip
4) The UK cons the Yanks into man-behind-the-curtain recolonialization. What Brexit hoped to revive. Why Russia supported both Trump and Brexit via Cambridge Analytica SCL Election manipulations. https://www.the-american-interest.com/2019/08/26/the-protracted-handover/
https://www.friendsofeurope.org/insights/global-britain-an-old-idea-but-is-it-ripe-for-a-comeback/
https://www.afr.com/world/europe/embers-of-empire-in-brexit-britain-20191002-p52wtr
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/may/07/the-great-british-brexit-robbery-hijacked-democracy
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/whistleblower-cambridge-analytica-shared-data-with-russia/
5) From Nixon's career starting with the seeming support of US Intel on the House Un-American Activities Committee to using secret negotiation with the Vietnamese, (and VP Ford the useful idiot- like Quayle, Bush Jr.) Reagan, Bush, Cheney were all Intel operators- pardons, plumbers, CIA agents- the manipulation of politicians, voters, politics by Intel puppetmasters. https://www.salon.com/2012/08/19/ronald_reagan_informant/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/document-deep-dive-richard-nixons-application-join-fbi-180950329/   https://truthout.org/articles/the-long-shadows-of-nixon-and-hoover/
6) Cointelpro and assassinations,  torture, mass murder- Kissinger, Cold war, Who killed JFK, Who killed RFK, Teddy on the bridge, Martin, X. Truth and reconciliation https://www.americantruthnow.org/
https://www.politico.eu/article/yes-the-cia-director-was-part-of-the-jfk-assassination-cover-up/
https://amc.sas.upenn.edu/news/new-podcast-david-talbot-allen-dulles-and-kennedy-assassination
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/21/j-edgar-hoover-public-enemy-no-1
https://www.texasmonthly.com/arts-entertainment/at-funeral-lbj-and-lady-bird-couldnt-make-their-peace-with-the-kennedys/
7) CIA Cambodia, the killing fields, Stalin's purges Endless war military industrial complex, forever war, endless enemies, endless pretext, war spending, war authorities- how counterinsurgency war works and why infiltration of a country, use of counterinsurgency warfare causes such a bad reaction. https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE5351VF/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/terror-and-killing-and-more-killing-under-stalin-leading-up-to-world-war-ii/2017/11/22/7c4d26ca-b998-11e7-a908-a3470754bbb9_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/27/us/in-cold-war-us-spy-agencies-used-1000-nazis.html
8) White Hat and Black hat- Spy vs. Spy LaCarre- the Song Thomas Pynchon and his spy novels, MIT, Chomsky, Why there wasn't a sequel to Harlots ghost, 1984- power
https://www.city-journal.org/article/advertisements-for-america
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2013/12/thomas-pynchon-could-have-met-a-spy-in-the-virtual-world-second-life/282162/
9) Vice, bad people- mental illness, pathology? Or more? (Johnson) Nixon, Cheney and Rumsfeld, Bush Sr., Trump- addicts/alcoholics, sociopaths Bush era 32 years rule by Intel- self-dealing, nepotism, secret war, partisan, sociopaths, Big Oil. Antisocial Personality Disorder, the Dark Triad of personalities https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/10/dark-triads-toxic-personalities/675683/
10) You can't handle the truth- Gitmo- torture prison death camp, CIA, abu Ghraib, US prison complex, ghettos, gulags. Hundreds-of-thousands of victims. Torture, murder of Gitmo prisoners illegally undergoing counterinsurgency warfare torture. Picture of prisoners with sensory deprivation hoods, gloves forced to kneel on sharp rocks- a Japanese torture.https://i.imgur.com/nVYgiav.png  https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/apr/28/ron-desantis-guantanamo-bay-allegations 
11) The unibomber and experimentation on students with cruelty, Ted Kazinsjki was part of CIA MKULTRA torture experimentation on students- or also a target?https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/impromptu-man/201205/harvards-experiment-the-unabomber-class-62    https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2000/06/harvard-and-the-making-of-the-unabomber/378239/
12) Anthrax attack, 9/11, Saudis and Bush re-election, counterterror on US citizens, blacks, the left Why do all these terrorists attacks Democrats (Unibomber too)? How did the Post Office get $3billion to buy computerized digital sorting machines that take digital copies of all mail “covers”, allowing a network of associates to be tracked automatically through unconstitutional mass surveillance.
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna26185289  https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2023/03/section-702s-unconstitutional-domestic-spying-program-must-end  

13) Tulsa massacre was about oil- and more. Sinclair. Disruption, destruction, mow the grass take out the trash, disruption ops on minorities and whole cities/people/tribes/ethnicities: https://tulsareparations.z19.web.core.windows.net/Airplanes.htm https://lawreview.colorado.edu/print/volume-94/roundtable-the-1921-tulsa-race-massacre-the-quest-for-accountability/
14) Did US Intrel infiltrate, raise up the evangelical movement to diminish liberal church, like it did with Islam? Saudis, Pakistan, India?  
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/08/us/christian-nationalism-politicians.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1996/02/22/cia-can-waive-prohibition-against-using-us-clergy-abroad-for-covert-work/a26ea46b-9235-4168-a95f-c85df1d5148a/
https://theintercept.com/2023/10/13/palestinians-muslims-fbi/   
https://csrr.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/when-the-fbi-knocks.pdf
15) US government takeover of therapy, spying, torture treatment, non-profits and funding 
https://www.apa.org/monitor/apr06/patriot  https://healtorture.org/about/office-of-refugee-resettlement/
Appendix II: 10 Current Knots Untangled: Other Possible Counterinsurgency Ops
The case of Israel and the Palestinians illustrating the US Zersetzung and minorities. Mow the grass, take out the trash counterinsurgency warfare https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/08/25/mowing-the-grass-and-taking-out-the-trash/  
The Kochs and the Osage Indians. The Kochs were allowed to steal $2 billions in oil from Native Americans, then use it for Right wing intelligence operations to move Americans to the far Right: The Tea Party, business with Iran, Freedom Caucus, The Federalist Society, private schools and school “reform”, union busting, minimum wage suppression.... https://www.cbsnews.com/news/blood-and-oil/
The Federalist Society and takeover of SCOTUS, FISA courts, Roberts compromised https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/leo-alito-court-curruption/
Intelligence “Contractors”: Blackwater, Betsy DeVos' brother Eric Prince and Project Veritas, Black Cube- contractors Stone Manafort https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/07/us/booz-allen-hamilton-nsa.html  https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/column/feddiary/defining-intelligence-contractors-jobs-and-pay-is-a-fuzzy-job/2011/09/20/gIQAxNeWjK_story.html
Tucker Carlson and his father Dick Carlson, US media Fox Murdoch, Sinclair, Bannon Mercer Sometime journalist Dick Carlson married a rich heiress, became a banker at a private Right wing bank in Southerner California. He had the bank “loan” Nixon pal, FBI operative Bebe Rebozzo- an Israeli operative? Money for his mortgage; he very quickly was offered a job he was not qualified for first as head of  then Public Broadcasting; his son Tucker was given a nepotism- sponsored job he also wasn't qualified for as a host on Ted Turner's CNN. Carlson Jr. was a natural propagandist, partisan- and soon moved to Fox, a Murdoch outlet. The Australian Hurst-style media magnate has been repeatedly criticized, and charged with numerous types of fraud and other crimes but always seems to get off, his Right wing media information warfare empire. https://www.cjr.org/the_profile/tucker-carlson.php
Rupert Murdoch, Prince Andrew, Bezos and the Washington Post- Murdoch the Intel operative, Bezos the Intel contractor. https://consortiumnews.com/2014/12/31/murdoch-scaife-and-cia-propaganda/
Playboy- Hugh Hefner had established his career in Chicago. He was successful at founding a “men's magazine”, nightclub franchise, and brand; then he was seemingly caught using cocaine, as was the  widely available affluent drug of the time (we now know used to fund CIA illegal counterinsurgency operations in South, Central America.) Shortly after he uproots, buys a mansion in Las Angeles, where he throws lavish parties with lots of sexy women- the perfect Kompromat operation; and he becomes paranoid about appearing, eating in public, etc; security conscious, reclusive, eccentric. If a blackmailer, he probably had a lot of enemies. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7131357/FBI-releases-58-page-file-Hugh-Hefner-revealing-feds-kept-close-watch-late-Playboy-founder.html
Epstein- see Hugh Hefner. Many reports in the media linking him to Israeli intelligence, and Ghislaine Maxwell too; her father Robert Maxwell was much more certainly a spy. Kompromat on Trump seems likely. See also The Enquirer David Pecker, co-owner, blackmailer? of JFK Jr.'s, his magazine. https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/jeffrey-epstein-steven-hoffenberg-intelligence-agencies-spy-1197708/  https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/07/technology/jeff-bezos-sanchez-enquirer.html
Atlanta training base Cop City, assassination of environmentalist, forward operating base on black, liberal Atlanta, studio, Intel warehouse? https://theintercept.com/2023/06/06/cop-city-atlanta-funding-vote/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/feb/10/georgia-police-fbi-raids-cop-city-activists-atlanta
Appendix III: Additional References
 Not just surveillance, a program of partisan disruption
https://news.fsu.edu/news/business-law-policy/2008/07/16/democracies-separation-powers-less-likely-end-torture/
https://www.aclu.org/documents/enduring-abuse-torture-and-cruel-treatment-united-states-home-and-abroad-executive-summary
https://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/4999.htm
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2006-01819-000
https://mronline.org/2007/01/05/a-legacy-of-torture-from-cointelpro-to-the-patriot-act/
https://unredacted.com/2014/04/15/the-cias-declassified-torture-handbook-how-to-create-a-world-of-fear-terror-anxiety-dread/
1) Doctrine of Unitary Executive, unlimited war power/authority, impunity, state power and terror, torture 
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/08/721552525/former-assistant-ag-offers-perspective-on-unitary-executive-theory
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/prosecute-john-yoo-says-law-school-dean-erwin-chemerinsky/
2)Mass Surveillance: US Intel raising up mass surveillance, partisan oligarchs
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/07/22/kochland-excerpt-senate-investigation-oil-theft-native-american-tribes-227412/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/30/palantir-peter-thiel-cia-data-crime-police
https://theintercept.com/2017/02/22/how-peter-thiels-palantir-helped-the-nsa-spy-on-the-whole-world/
https://www.businessinsider.com/peter-thiel-fbi-informant-charles-johnson-johnathan-buma-chs-genius-2023-10
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/why-amazons-collaboration_b_4824854
3)Mass Incarceration a partisan, racist operation: disenfranchisement, disruption, torture, recruitment of informants
https://www.businessinsider.com/nixon-adviser-ehrlichman-anti-left-anti-black-war-on-drugs-2019-7
https://ccrjustice.org/torture-us-prisons
4) Cointelpro, counterinsurgency, counter “terror” warfare 
https://irp.fas.org/eprint/ci-glossary.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1125696/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/10/06/the-fbi-has-identified-a-new-domestic-terrorist-threat-and-its-black-identity-extremists/
Appendix IV: Partial Bibliography
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Appendix V: Definitions
Scientific Definition:  Modern research on torture has identified four characteristics which produce the “torture effect” or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). These are all employed by the CIA/DoD “psychological” torture program (KUBARK and successors) and the FBI “no-touch” torture program: rupture of social bonds, isolation;

incomprehensibility (confusing, shocking, disorienting treatment—especially clearly illegal treatment, shockingly cruel and pathological treatment);

inescapable physical and psychological suffering (unrelenting pain, fear, terror, horror, loss), but without actual physical detention;

unpredictably and uncertainty (stress, fear, and anxiety over time)
U.N. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (commonly known as the United Nations Convention against Torture
For the purpose of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him, or a third person, information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in, or incidental to, lawful sanctions.

Legislation, Regulation, and Treaties Regarding Torture in the United States
Torture is illegal and punishable within U.S. territorial bounds. Prosecution of abuse occurring on foreign soil, outside of usual U.S. territorial jurisdiction, is difficult.
Prohibition under domestic law:  Bill of Rights: It is debated as to whether or not torture as a punishment falls under the cruel and unusual punishment clause of the Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution. The text of the Amendment states that:
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. The U.S. Supreme Court has held since at least the 1890s that punishments which involved torture are forbidden under the Eighth Amendment.[3]
18 U.S.C. § 2340 (the "Torture Act") 
An act of torture committed outside the United States by a U.S. national or a non-U.S. national who is present in the United States is punishable under 18 U.S.C. § 2340. The definition of torture used is as follows:
As used in this chapter—

(1) “torture” means an act committed by a person acting under the color of law specifically intended to inflict severe physical or mental pain or suffering (other than pain or suffering incidental to lawful sanctions) upon another person within his custody or physical control;

(2) “severe mental pain or suffering” means the prolonged mental harm caused by or resulting from—

(A) the intentional infliction or threatened infliction of severe physical pain or suffering;
(B) the administration or application, or threatened administration or application, of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or the personality;
(C) the threat of imminent death; or

(D) the threat that another person will imminently be subjected to death, severe physical pain or suffering, or the administration or application of mind-altering substances or other procedures calculated to disrupt profoundly the senses or personality; and

(3) “United States” means the several states of the United States, the District of Columbia, and the commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States.
The FBI's “Disruption Strategy”: Blacklisting and “No-touch” Torture
The FBI's disruption strategy is laid out in a 2009 memorandum from the Counterterrorism Division to all field offices instituting a "baseline collection plan," which itemizes the types of information that FBI agents should seek during investigations of suspected terrorists. The plan describes implementation of a "disruption strategy" that is eerily reminiscent of the COINTELPRO-era disruption activities that were specifically designed to suppress First Amendment activity. The 2009 FBI memorandum states that when "the risk to public safety is too great, or if all significant intelligence has been collected, and/or the threat is resolved," agents may employ a disruption strategy "including arrests, interviews, or source-driven operations to effectively disrupt subject's activities" [emphasis added]. This means that groups the FBI believes, but cannot prove, are involved in terrorism (perhaps because they aren't) can still be investigated and targeted for sting operations or other invasive techniques, not to mitigate a threat, but to disrupt their activities. 

From Manufacturing a “Black Separatist” Threat and Other Dubious Claims: Bias in Newly Released FBI Terrorism Training Materials, Michael German, Senior Policy Counsel, ACLU Washington Legislative Office, 2012 
Appendix VI: Torture in Detention vs. Torture Outside Detention
Here is a list of the most common KUBARK torture methods used as a system of violence for coercion, control, punishment (in detention): Sleep deprivation, often accomplished via sensory overload, depredation, and passive pain infliction, like stress positions, beatings, poisonings and illness.

*Sensory Overload: loud noises including threats and shouting, crying, beating of other prisoners, bad, noxious smells, bright or strobing light, vibration, etc. Heat and cold. Uses unavoidable overload of the senses and emotional overload like stress, fear, anxiety, anger.

*Sensory deprivation: dark cells, hooding, masking, gloves, isolation, bland food, white noise, strapped to the bed or other extreme limitation of movement.

*Stress positions that inflict terrible pain and over time, prevent rest, cause increasingly grave harm like being forced to stand for days, being forced to kneel on sharp ricks, or shackled to a bed, wall etc.

*Lack of access to water, food, sanitation, medical treatment, heat/cold-exposure.

*Depredation- bad food, water, no access to sanitation, bad smells, filthy clothes, bedding. Neglect especially medical.

*Isolation, rupture of family and social bonds, no access to communication, a lawyer, priest, etc. No phone or internet, news, books, information....or bad information.

*Death threats, threats against family simulation of death like waterboarding, chemicals which cause chest pain, severe dysentery, mock executions- being forced to listen to ow watch the torture of others

*Harsh treatment, yelling, abuse, threats.

*Rough treatment, manhandling,beating and slapping that don't leave marks, poisons, illnesses to cause pain, injury.

*Shaming, nakedness, boundary and autonomy violations, mocking religion, values

*Misinformation and psychological manipulation, psy ops: Elevating then deflating hope, ego; fear, anxiety, anger, helplessness, hopelessness, despair; false hopes, lies

*electrocution especially genital

Kubark torture adapted for use outside detention, but in control:
After decades of research and practice, KUBARK torture is practiced outside detention, just like the Stasi Zersetzung methods were:
*Sleep Deprivation through constant AND intermittent sound, light, vibration, smells, pain from poisons, illnesses, untreated illness. Some random/varied type of sleep-disturbing stimulus is only necessary every half-hour to 45 minutes to produce profound and damaging  sleep deprivation. 

*Sensory overload- which is also used for sleep deprivation: loud noises including crying, yelling, domestic violence from neighbors, street and traffic noise, airplanes and helicopters, cell phones and alarms, barking dogs, bad, strong smells like coffee, burning toast or rubber, fabric softener, tobacco, bright or flashing light, heat or cold, sabotaged (or noisy) HVAC systems, seemingly faulty electronic equipment or appliances, strong vibration like from trucks, emergency sirens, fireworks etc. are all common techniques. Recorded sounds or amplified noise via hidden speakers are also commonly used.

*Illness, poisoning, stress, anxiety that inflicts terrible pain and over time, prevent rest, cause increasingly grave harm, uncomfortable furniture, beds especially in hotels, hospitals....

*Lack of access to trustworthy, safe medical treatment, Harmful mistreatment like un-needed or painful dentistry, procedures, surgery, etc. Also very expensive. Maltreatment, misdiagnosis, withdrawal of medical care. Fake diagnoses, false lab tests, unnecessary and expensive treatment, poisonings which simulate or cause chronic illness, simulate life threatening conditions.

*Loss of job, status, financial and medical worry, grief from loss, attacks by  co-workers, friends and family, Financial loss, theft, setbacks.

*Depredation- bad food, water, bad sanitation, smells/odor/gas that prevent adequate breathing, sabotaged drinking water, poisoned restaurant food or food kept in refrigerators, filth spread in residence, slow destruction of cars, appliances, residences, computers and cell phones, online accounts stc.

*Concentration, segregation: Via gulags and ghettos, control outside of detention facilitated by isolating, concentrating, red lining whole groups, minorities into neighborhoods, zones, cities- or physically isolated communities, reservations, gulags of poverty, deprivation, depridation: cold, remote, inhospitable, poisoned, poisonous, toxic water, marginal, subject to floods and disasters, on waste sites....Flynt Michigan, 
*Isolation, rupture of family and social bonds; recruitment of family and friends as informants, provocations, blackmail, lies and insinuation, family fights and conflicts increased, divorce, family violence....

*Death threats, threats against family, simulation of death (e.g. malfunctioning C-Pap machine, chest pain, GI illness from poisoning medications, food, cancer scares, misdiagnosis, etc.)

*Rape, sexual violence from dates, masseurs, medical providers; informants encourage affairs then later blackmail, breakups, divorce, alienation of affection....

*Harsh treatment, yelling, abuse, threats from family, public (like at stores). Online abuse.

*Gaslighting by officials, friends co-workers- particularly when trying to get help or report abuse, obtain counsel, etc. and by family turned informants.

*Physical abuse by spouse, family...sometimes by trusted strangers like dentists, medical providers, masseurs. Invasion of personal space in public. Hostility and threats in public. Traffic accidents.

*Shaming by overt surveillance stalking, sexual, religious shaming. Humiliation. Blackmail. Kompromat.

*Misinformation and psychological manipulation, psy ops: Elevating fear, anxiety, anger, helplessness, hopelessness, despair;

*Ego manipulation through (randomly) alternating praise and blame, threats and false encouragement. Especially online.

*Accidents through slippery bathtubs, broken stair railings, ladders, etc.

*Theft, vandalism, sabotage, hacking, framing for crimes, provocation for violence, set up for arrest

*Provocation to violence, drug use, crime, algorithmic radicalization or provocation online or by informants- especially drug use- and while using alcohol or drugs.
Appendix VII: In Memoriam James McDowell Richards 1931- 2011 and 

Bonnie Gay Richards ne McClellan 1938-2011
On the Occasion of the 10 Year Anniversary of their Deaths
I am the oldest son of James and Bonnie, Michael (John) Richards, and I'm writing this memorial letter about them on the 10th Anniversary of their untimely deaths in the same week of January 11, 2011.  Yes, 1-11-11.

Due to the sadness of their deaths at the same time, I managed to reached out to close relatives with news of their passing, but was overcome after with the emotion and the burden of both parents dying together, and under such unusual circumstances.  This letter seeks to make amends by reaching out to their friends as well, with memories of their life and death.  I'm afraid it is a story of sadness, in a time of sadness.

I received word of their passing as next of kin in the middle of learning Urdu at the US Foreign Service Language School in Virginia and could no take more than a week off without missing my pending deployment to Pakistan, and possibly losing my commission, as I was still on probationary assignment.

Their youngest son Thomas, from north of San Francisco, and I both rushed to Green Valley, Arizona to see “Mac”, 79, in the hospital and make final arrangements for our mother, age 72.

In a story that is all too familiar this year, my father started having difficulty breathing mid-week in the first week of January, 2011  He saw his family doctor, who sent him home with a diagnosis of asthma.  Both my father and mother had a history or respiratory problems.  His condition rapidly deteriorated and he was rushed to the hospital by ambulance, intubated, put on a ventilator, and never regained consciousness.  

Tragically, my mother was also sick with the same respiratory illness, some kind of pneumonia, and passed away while waiting for a ride to take her to visit my father in the hospital. She may have fallen asleep while waiting in the early hour, smothered in her sleep, then her heart failed, before her ride found her already dead?

Emergency measures for my father were ended several days later after conferring with Thomas, their middle son Stephen, and other family about his final wishes. Technically, he passed away five days after his wife of 50 years, but was on a ventilator 3 days before she died.  All agreed he would not live well or long without her companionship, knowing that she had died, even if he recovered.  Then again he might have had things he needed to say after his wife's death.

Both of my parents passed without suffering like some suffer with Covid-19 pneumonia, by the Grace of God.  My deepest sympathies, knowing this pain, to those with loved ones who have died of Covid-19 Pneumonia.

We were able to hold a memorial service for them both, which was well attended, at the Green Valley Presbyterian Church. Stephen, the middle of their three sons, was in Australia doing doctoral studies and could not make the trip in time. Both were cremated according to their last wishes, and their ashes were laid to rest in the Central Presbyterian Memorial Garden, alongside my father's father and mother James McDowell Richards Sr. and Evelyn Knight Richards, in downtown Atlanta, GA, the church my father attended as a young man while his father was President of  Columbia Seminary in Decatur, GA- himself another hard working achiever.

Bonnie is survived by her sister Judy, and Judy's two children Charles and Laurie Winkle.  She grew up in the rural mining town of Pioche, Nevada, where her father ran the local pharmacy, and moved to Salt Lake City with her parents Percy and Violet, to attend the University of Utah.  This is where she met psych grad student “Mac”.

James is survived by his younger sister Kemie Nix of Peachtree City, GA and his younger brother Charles Richards, of Stone Mtn., GA, and nephews and nieces Mary Evelyn and John Nix and Emily and Michael.

My father retired as Professor Emeritus from the University of Alabama, Birmingham Medical School where he held the title of Chief Research Scientist.  He worked on devising medical research programs, including treating Asthma.  James was a prolific researcher and published hundreds of articles in his long career which also included work as a professor at Johns Hopkins University.  My father was an adequate provider, and lived for his work, not his family; he had a distinguished career but died disrespected.

Bonnie worked as an early childhood education professor and educator at Coppin State University.  Medical issues cut short her academic career, but she continued to volunteer and work for immigrant rights and women's rights with the Green Valley Democratic Party.  Both of my parents contributed well to society.  

Part of the tragedy of my parents death has to do with the environment and border economics.  My parents lived in a home that was not healthy for them.  They retired to Southern Arizona in hope of a clean, dry climate and relief from respiratory problems.  Sadly, they moved into a housing development that was across the highway from an open pit mine that generated volumes of toxic dust during heavy winds.

They were failed by the healthcare system too.  My father went to his doctor, only to be sent home to die.  He fell a month earlier before Christmas, after becoming disoriented, was taken to the local teaching hospital- given his life long commitment to medical education- and his injured hip was biopsied.  A nurse I talked to at the same hospital where he died hinted at the possibility of medical error, the biopsy infecting him with resistant staph which may have contributed to rapid deterioration.  I raised the issue with one of his doctors who became defensive, uncooperative. Was it a diversion?  I had to take him off life support, not knowing; that's true torture.

Finally, and most disturbingly, there is the likelihood of government complicity in their deaths.  I learned some time after their deaths that I was under “investigation” as a “national security threat” for my position that torturers should face legal consequences, during the time of my parents' deaths.  Other relatives have described frightening visits from officials demanding they become informants; others told vile lies.  I know my parents would have forcefully rebuffed such foolishness.  I have also come to know these people use extreme violence to get what they want, or else silence threats, like immigrants or BLM.  Of course I am no threat, nor were they.

I visited my parents for Christmas 2 weeks before their deaths in late December, 2010, and we shared heartfelt conversations, a rapprochement, and amends.  I have since been made sick with pneumonia on the day of the release of the Senate Report on Torture, December 9, 2014 and every anniversary as a death threat, and lastly in April on top of Covid.  I regret to say I fear mom and dad were casualties in the “war on terror” and the same “national security” state that pushed DHS to torture, then orphan children at the very border near my parents home; I fear I contributed to their suspicious deaths, by bringing American intel/security sociopaths to their door.

A year earlier, at Christmas, 2009, was the last time all five of our family were together for several days.  We ate Christmas dinner together, and took our last family photo.  We were not a close family.  Ghosts from their own family's pasts haunted both of my parents, which may have been the bond that drew them together and kept them together.  They were both educators, psychologists, but if they wrestled or bested any of their demons, they never shared.  Mother ended up passing away as a hoarder, I also regret, with father living in bad conditions along side.

They shared in the prosperity of the country, were high functioning in their work, less so at home, broken in part by their families, their unwillingness to face their own emotional wounds, and their damaged society- toxic waste, broken medical systems, poverty at the borders, national security partisan thugs.  They left wounded children who struggle with the same issues. Yet they found their way back to Church in the end, were politically active on behalf of those less well off, and for justice and equality, and contributed as they were able, like many.

They died too young, their last decade deleted.  They join a whole generation who are dying too early in 2020, for the same reasons. Mac and Bonnie fought the good fight, and go to be with the Saints- educators and martyrs.

I have an hour-long video taped interview of each of them that I hope to find later, which I will provide to those of you who wish.  Once again, please forgive the lateness of this memorial- I hope it all makes more sense now.
Michael Richards, Geneva, Switzerland, Jan. 11, 2021  Michaelfire@yahoo.com  www.WorldConsul.com
